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Foreword
This reference material has been researched and developed to assist those who are interested
in learning about Northern Territory specific Indigenous history, culture and contemporary
Indigenous society. Learning about any topic and in particular people, culture and society is
an ongoing process which seems to have no end. All cultures are changing and adapting to all
the factors which influence our lives both, globally and locally. The information that has been
collated in this document is constantly being updated to accommodate and reflect the social,
political, economic, environmental and technological changes that are influencing and
affecting all our lives.

How do we contribute to the mutual understanding between any group or individual, as
friends, clients, employees and stakeholders, and to effectively build better social and
economic partnerships with all these groups? All participants of this interaction should seek
out the information needed to have the understanding that is required to develop and cultivate
these partnerships. There has been a continuous period of 186 years of social and economic
interaction and communication, yet we today, seem to be just as far apart as our ancestors
once were.

This document is dedicated those Indigenous Territorians whose sacrifice and contributions,
have inspired myself and others to learn more about the history and culture of our own
County, Territory and our Nation.
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The First Australians
2000 Generations or 45,000 BP - 2010

Migration to Australia; was achieved during the closing stages of the Pleistocene, when sea
levels were much lower than they are today. Repeated episodes of extended glaciations during
the Pleistocene epoch, resulted in decreases of sea levels by more than 100 meters in
Australasia. The continental coastline extended much further out into the Timor Sea, and
Australia and New Guinea formed a single landmass (known as Sahul), connected by an
extensive land bridge across the Arafura Sea, Gulf of Carpentaria and Torres Strait.
Nevertheless, the sea still presented a major obstacle (90 Klm) so it is theorised that these
ancestral people reached Australia by island hopping. Two routes have been proposed. One
follows an Island chain between Sulawesi and New Guinea and the other reaches the North of
Western Australia via Timor.

For the more conservative archaeologists, the most commonly accepted age of initial human
occupation of Australia is 40 000 years or 43 000 - 45 000 calendircal years after calibration
(Allen 200:65; Mulvaney & Kaminga 1999). In contrast, Roberts et al. (1990; 1993; 1998;
2001) and others argue for initial colonisation at 56 000 +/- 4 000 years, based on optical
dates for two north Australian sites.

The ancestors of Australia’s Indigenous people, discover, explore and colonise the entire
Australian continent and its Islands. They will name their own nations and create their own
diverse cultures and knowledge systems. They will go on to organise themselves into diverse
languages and collective land ownership groups. The Indigenous peoples would also develop
a net work of complex kinship systems which would ensure social order and organisation.

These first Australians, will name all the geographical features of their lands and pass title of
their lands from the father to his sons and daughters. They cultivated and gained an
understanding of the land to ensure not only their own survival but the survival of the next
2000 generations. They had created a nation of nations and achieved this feat without any
domesticated animals (the Dingo arrived at around 5000 years ago) or the crops of wheat,
barley, corn or rice, without also the use of pottery, metallurgy or text. They did it simply
with fire, water, stone, wood and the use of native plants & animals.

The ability to learn all that was required, to not only just to survive and multipy was passed
on through image and voice. This learning was not an adhoc affair but set out in structured
learning modules within learning institutions. To understand your world, to socialise, impart
information, and to learn from others you must have an education.

The first people and their descendents over the next 45,000 thousand years would also leave a
record of their achievements in the land. They would record with images, painted on the
surface of rocks, stone engravings and the placement of rocks, these records which are
amongst the oldest of any civilization found anywhere in the world.

A combination of 2000 generations of people, mixed with global warming and cooling, this
would bring about changes in the environment & weather patterns of Australia. The sea levels
rose and some of the mega fauna became extinct, yet the people of the first nations survived
these changes and even prospered within this Island continent.

Aboriginal People and the Torres Strait Islanders developed trade links with neighbouring and
distant language groups they would also develop Australia’s first international trade with
Indonesia. The population of Australia may have been as low as 300,000 or high as 750,000
people who spoke 250 + languages in 1788.
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The First Australian Visitors
The Maccassans & Hollanders

The First International Traders – 1600 - 1907
The Macassans fishermen from Indonesia may have started visiting our Northern Territory
shores before the Dutch; some members of the crews on the Dutch Ships were Indonesian.
The Macassans would organise fishing fleets of up to sixty vessels (Flinders 1802) to travel
down to Northern Australia. From Borroloola to the Tiwi Islands was the main area where the
fisherman set up seasonal processing factories during the wet season months, December to
April. The focus of these fishermen was Trepang, a marine sea slug which is prized as a
delicacy in China. This 300 year old enterprise was the first time Aboriginal people had
prolonged contact with the outside world. The trade between the Maccassans and the
Aboriginal people was not only of material items, but also information, cultural and
technology exchange.

To now have access to metal tools, cloth, tobacco and pottery created great cultural change.
Steel axes gave Aboriginal people the ability to produce large sea going canoes to travel
further distances than they had ever done so before. Up to sixty words of the coastal
Aboriginal language groups are from the Indonesian languages, Aboriginal people also had to
learn the new language to trade and barter for the use of their lands, resources & labour. Some
Aboriginal men travelled with the maccassan fishing fleets back to Indonesia and returned to
the Northern Territory in the following season, this trade and cultural exchange was to
eventually end around 19o7.

The First Europeans to Explore Northern Australia 1606 – 1756

In 1606, Dutch sailors made their first landfall on Australian shores. By the time Lt. James
Cook of the Royal Navy arrived nearly 170 years later, the Dutch had charted all but the east
coast of the great southern continent they would call, 'New Holland'.

1606 Willem Janszoon – Ship - Duyfken
1623 Jan Carstanzoon – Ships - Pera & Arnhem
1636 Pieter Pieterszoon – Ships - Klein Amsterdam and Wessel,
1644 Able Tasman – Ships - Zeemeeuw, Limmen and Bracq
1705 Maarten Van Delft – Ships - Nieuw-Holland, Waijer and Vosschenbosch
1756 Jean Gonzal – Ships - Rijder and Buijs

The VOC - Dutch East India Company sent from the Indonesian trade centre of Batavia
several ships over a period of 150 years to investigate what potential the Dutch called
Hollandia Nova or New Holland, had to offer. These ships captains went on to name some of
the geographical features of the North Australian coast line. The Aboriginal nations of the
northern coast would have seen these ships but the contact with the visitors would have been
minimal.
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In 1623, Carstenszoon was commissioned by the Dutch East India Company to lead an
expedition to the southern coast of New Guinea and beyond, to follow up the reports of land
sighted further south in the 1606 voyages of Willem Janszoon in the Duyfken. Setting sail
from Amboyna in the Dutch East Indies with two ships, the Pera and Arnhem (captained by
Willem Joosten Van Colster). The ships travelled along the south coast of New Guinea, then
headed south to Cape York Peninsula and the Gulf of Carpentaria. On 14th April 1623, Cape
Keerweer was passed. Landing in search of fresh water for his stores, Carstenszoon
encountered a party of the local Indigenous Australian inhabitants. Carstenszoon reached the
Staaten River before heading north again. The Pera and Carstenszoon returned to Ambon
while the Arnhem crossed the Gulf of Carpentaria, sighting the east coast of Arnhem Land.

Jan Carstenszoon in 1623 describes the Gulf of Carpentaria coast in his journal;
The land here is low lying and without hills ...... it is very dry and barren, for all the time we
have searched and examined this part of the coast to our best ability, we have not seen one
fruit bearing tree, nor anything that man could make use of; there are no mountains or even
hills, so that it may be safely concluded that the land contains no metals, nor yields any
precious woods, such as sandal wood, alloes or columba. In our judgement it is the most arid
and barren region that could be found anywhere on earth; the inhabitants too are the most
wretched and poorest creatures that I have ever seen in my age or time.

In 1636, under the orders of the new Governor-General of Batavia, Anthonie van Diemen,
Gerrit Thomas Pool in the Klein Amsterdam and Wessel, with Pieter Piertszoon aboard as
merchant, charted the coast to the west of the Gulf of Carpentaria. After Pool was killed in
New Guinea, Piertszoon assumed command. Before returning to Java, he sighted the Coburg
Peninsula, Melville Island and the entrance to Dundas Strait. The region was later named
Maria’s Land and Van Diemen’s Land (not to be confused with the former name of
Tasmania).

Able Tasman’s command, a squadron of three ships, the Zeemeeuw, Limmen and Bracq, left
Batavia on 29 January 1644. Like the Duyfken in 1606, the ships sailed along the southern
coast of New Guinea before swinging south toward the north coast of the South Land. And
like Willem Janszoon aboard the Duyfken, and Jan Carstensz on the Pera and Willem van
Coolsteerd aboard the Arnhem, Tasman failed to discover the Torres Strait, and with it, the
east coast of Australia. Tasman entered the Gulf of Carpentaria and followed the coastline all
the way west to Point Cloates, near North West Cape, effectively charting the continent’s
entire north coast. He named the western part of the continent New Holland.

After the first English captain William Dampier to set foot in Australia, aboard HMS
Roebuck, had explored the north-west coast of Australia in 1699, the Dutch became worried
about further English advances into a region they had come to consider their own. In 1704,
the Dutch East India Company ships Nieuw-Holland, Waijer and Vosschenbosch were sent to
prevent further incursions. The ships, under the command of Maarten Van Delft, charted the
northern coasts of Bathurst and Melville islands, and Coburg Peninsula.

This encounter is one the first records of Northern Territory Aboriginal peoples contact with
the Dutch explorers, Van Delft who took his three ships into Shark Bay on Melville Island
and landed on 30th April 1705. The Commander records that the Tiwi Islander people were
vigorous in inviting the ships crew to leave the Island. The Tiwi people had earlier seen the
ships of another Dutch navigator Pieter Pieterszoon in June 1636 but these ships did not land
on the Islands, although they sailed close in shore and anchored in the north coast bays.

The Rijder, commanded by Captain Jean Gonzal, and the Buis, skippered by Captain
Lavienne Lodewijk van Asschens, explores the Gulf of Carpentaria.These Ships were the last
Dutch East India Company ships to explore the coastline of Australia. No maps survive of
their voyage of 1756.
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Instructions to James Cook, Royal Navy
Secret.

By the Commissioners for excuting the office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, &c.

Additional Instructions for Lt. James Cook, Appointed to
Command His Majesty’s Bark the Endeavour.

After observeance of the Transit of Venus he was to search for the eastern coast of the
imagined Southern Continent, and explore and chart it.

.............................You are likewise to observe the Genius, Temper, Disposition and Number of
the Natives, if there be any, and endeavour by all proper means to cultivate a Friendship and
Alliance with them, making them presents of such Trifles as they may Value, inviting them to
Traffic, and Shewing them every kind of Civility and Regard: taking Care however not to
suffer yourself to be suprized by them, but to be always upon your guard against any
Accident.

You are also with the Consent of the Natives to take possession of Convenient Situations in
the Country in the Name of the King of Great Britian: or, if you find the country uninhabited
take possession for His Majesty by setting up proper Marks and Inscriptions, as first
discovers and possessors.

Failing that he was to explore New Zealand and return via the Cape of Good Hope and or
Cape Horn.

“Given under our hands the 30th day of July, 1768.”
By Command of their Lordships
PH Stephens, Ed. Hawke, C. Spencer, Piercy Brett.

From “Captain James Cook in the Pacific”Selected extracts from his journals 1766-1779
edited by A. Grenfell Price.

(Cooks secret instructions were unknown in full until
published by the Royal Navy Society 1928)
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The First Fleet of ships to carry convicts from England to Australia (Botany Bay) sailed from
Portsmouth, England, on 13th May 1787. They arrived at Botany Bay on 18th January 1788.
When that place proved unsuitable for a settlement the fleet made its way a short distance up
the coast and on 25th January 1788 entered what is now known as Sydney Harbor and
anchored in Sydney Cove. 26th January Captain Arthur Philip, British Royal Navy claimed
Eastern Australia on behalf of Great Britain. The first fleet consisted of the ships HMS Sirius,
HMS Supply, six transport ships to carry the convicts and marines and three store ships.
Officials and passengers 14, Ships crews: 306, Marines: 245, Marines wives and children: 54,
Convicts (males): 543, Convicts (females): 189 Convicts' children: 22, Total landed: 1,373 at
Port Jackson.

In 1787 Governor Arthur Phillip's Commission established as his domain all land from the
east coast charted by Lieutenant James Cook to 135 degrees east longitude (covering the
eastern one-third of the future Northern Territory). In 1824, during Governor Brisbane's term
of office, the British Government decided to set up a military and trading post on the north
coast of Australia. Fort Dundas, on Melville Island, was some 5 degrees west of the defined
boundaries of New South Wales, so the Colonial Office included in the Commission issued to
the next Governor of New South Wales, Ralph Darling, an extension of the western boundary
of New South Wales to 129 degrees east longitude.

In 1829 this became the permanent boundary of the new Colony of Western Australia. The
three British military / trading posts set up on the north coast (Fort Dundas, 1824 to 1829)
Fort Wellington, Raffles Bay, 1827 to 1829 and Fort Victoria, Port Essington, 1838 to 1849)
marked Britain's claim to the whole of the Australian continent. In practice each was mainly
concerned with British commercial and strategic interests in the Indian Ocean. They failed as
trading posts and by the 1840s it was clear that no other country would challenge Britain's
claim to the whole of Australia.

The British consider themselves the owners of the whole of New Holland. It is mainly to
indicate that assumption of ownership and to secure the vast territory that they are so
persistent about establishing an outpost on these inhospitable shores.

The French Explorer Captain Jules Sébastien-César Dumont d'Urville 1790 - 1842 who
visited the new Northern Australian British settlement Fort Victoria at Port Essington in 1840.
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Northern Territory Navigators & Explorers

1801 - Matthew Flinders, Royal Navy. The HMS Investigator sailed from Portsmouth,
England on 18th July 1801, to survey the entire coast of Australia that had not been visited by
Cook. The crew included a scientific team of six men, including landscape artist William
Westall and natural history artist Ferdinand Bauer. Flinders enters and charts the Gulf of
Carpentaria, Arnhem Land coast and Cobourg Peninsular in the NT. Flinders has contact with
the Aboriginal people on Groote Eylandt and Caledon Bay, also he meets with a fleet of sixty
Maccassan Praus. Flinders crew are the first Europeans to record Aboriginal rock art in the
N.T. at Groote Eylandt. Working in a liason role, an Aboriginal man, Mr Bungaree from
Broken Bay in NSW travels with Flinders throughout the journey. Flinders completed the
circumnavigation of Australia on 9th June 1803,

1818 - Captain Philip Parker King, Royal Navy, completes a new survey of northern coast
of Australia. He spent five years, firstly on the Mermaid and then on the Bathurst, completing
the surveying work along the Australian coast, begun by Matthew Flinders. King also names
the three Northern Territory Alligator Rivers West, East and South on his way to Timor.

1839 – John Lort Stokes & John Clements Wickham in the HMS Beagle name Darwin
Harbour on 9th September 1839, during its surveying of the area. Wickham named the
Habour, Port Darwin in honour of a former shipmate, the future famed scientist Charles
Darwin.

1844 - Explorer Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig Leichhardt travels from Queensland to the
Northern Territory, He travels through the Borroloola, Roper and Kakadu regions of the NT.
Starting out on October 1st, 1844 from Jimbour on the Darling Downs and ended after a
nearly 4800 km overland journey to Port Essington on December 17, 1845. He returned to
Sydney by ship to a hero's welcome.

1855 - Explorer Augustus Charles Gregory sailed from Queensland to the Northern
Territory. The larger of his two ships the Monarch was damaged at the area now known as
Timber Creek. Legend has it that the name was used because of the timber he cut down to
make repairs. With eighteen men, including his brother Henry, Ferdinand von Mueller and
other scientists he sailed from Moreton Bay in August 1855 and in September reached the
estuary of the Victoria River. After initial set-backs Gregory led several forays up the Victoria
River.

1862 - Explorer John McDouall Stuart on his return journey of his first attempt to cross
Australia from South to North after reaching Attack Creek named Barrow Creek after J. H.
Barrow a member of the South Australian Parliament. After six attempts over four years,
Stuart finally completes the journey from Adelaide to the Northern Territory Coast 75 Klm to
the East of Darwin, Point Stuart near the mouth of the Mary River.

1865 - Explorer John Mc Kinlay. In September he was sent to explore to the north east of the
Northern Territory (Kakadu & North Western Arnhem Land) and to report on the best sites
for settlement. It was an exceptionally rainy season and while on the East Alligator River the
expedition was surrounded by flood waters. With great resource Mc Kinlay, having killed his
horses, constructed a raft with their hides and made a perilous journey down the East
Alligator River, and all the way back to the Escape Cliffs settelment at the mouth of the
Adelaide River.

1873 – As a surveyor appointed by the South Australian government, William Gosse is the
first explorer to sight Uluru, he names the huge monolith Ayers Rock, in honour of Chief
Secretary of South Australia, Sir Henry Ayers. He became the first European to climb the
rock which he did with one of his Afghan camel drivers, Khamran.
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The First Northern Territory Settlements & Missions
Colonies of New South Wales & South Australia 1824 - 1869

Northern Territory British Royal Navy Settlements - Colony of New South Wales

Fort Dundas / Melville Island -30th September 1824 – 1828 Captain Gordon Bremer, in
the three ships HMS Lady Nelson, Countess of Harcourt and Tamar was sent with 106 men to
estabilish a northern settlement. Fort Dundas was the first of three short lived British
settlements in the Northern Territory. Fort Dundas was situated on Melville Island near where
the present community of Pirlangimpi is today. The establishment of the settlement caused
the border of New South Wales to be moved west from the 135th meridian to the Western
Australia border (129th meridian). The settlement was begun in September 1824. The
colonists had bad relations with the Tiwi Island People, tropical storms, a large distance from
other settlements, and a low food supply from the gardens making the efforts at settlement
especially difficult. Two settlers were speared by the Tiwi Islanders. The British abandoned
the effort at the fort in 1828, with the last of the settlers finally leaving in February 1829.
Some of the materials and animals (water buffaloes, horses, pigs & goats) were transfered to
the new settlement at Fort Wellington in Raffles Bay on the the mainland.

Fort Wellington / Cobourg Peninsular 1827 – 1829 In 1826, after unsatisfactory reports of
the settlement at Fort Dundas on Melville Island had filtered through to the Colonial Office in
London, it was decided to set up a second military outpost on the mainland of the northern
coast of Australia. On 19th May 1827 Captain James Stirling was despatched from Sydney
to establish an outpost at Raffles Bay on the Coburg Peninsular. The outpost was to be known
as Fort Wellington. The crew consisted of some convicts and some members of the 39th
Regiment. They arrived at Raffles Bay on 17th June and the settlement was built on the
eastern side of the bay.

Fort Victoria / Port Essington 1838 – 1849 Sir Gordon Bremer While the British
government intended to establish Port Essington as a major trading port, along the lines of
Singapore, the new settlement suffered from the same adverse conditions that had previously
plagued Fort Dundas and Fort Wellington. The settlement lacked resources and supplies and
skilled labor. While some prefabricated buildings were brought from Sydney, many had to be
built with what materials could be found in the area, and due to the unskilled nature of the
builders, many of these were of poor quality. Disease was also rampant among the small
population, and living conditions were poor. Consequently, it struggled to attract settlers, and
the post was much-disliked by the troops stationed there. Captain John Macarthur, the new
Commandant of the British garrison of Fort Victoria who wrote, in a letter to the Colonial
Secretary in 1840 concerning the Aboriginal people that they had learned some English,
whites had learned none of their language.

The first priest to venture to the Northern Territory was Father Don Angelo Confalonieri in
1845. Landing at Port Essington after being ship wrecked in the Torres Strait, Confalonieri
was one the first Europeans to try to learn about N.T. Aboriginal culture and language. By the
end of 1846 he had met seven language groups from the Coburg Peninsular region and had
prepared maps of the country of those groups and had also made a small vocabulary of the
local languages. Confalonieri’s interest in laguages was so becase he wanted to translate the
bible. The Father died in June 1848 from the fever and it would not be until September 24th

1881 that the next missionaries to the Top End of N.T. sailed into Darwin Harbour. Father
Strele, S. J., in charge of three others, set up on a government grant of 640 acres of land at
Rapid Creek to administer to their "native charges". The area of land was selcted because of
the isloation to the negative influences of Darwin. The first mission for Aboriginal People in
Central Australia was established in 1877 at the Finke River. The German Lutheran
missionaries called the new mission Hermannsburg. The missionaries also learned the Arrente
language to produce scriptures and hymes in the local language.
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The Northern Territory Settlements by the Colony South Australia

In early 1846 the British Government produced Letters Patent formally creating a colony of
'North Australia' including the present Northern Territory; but this was revoked in December
1846 and all plans for settlement abandoned.

The boundaries of the future Northern Territory were the result of fixing the northern
boundary of South Australia in 1836 and the western boundary of Queensland in 1859 and
1862. Nominally, the 'left-over' area remained part of New South Wales, though after 1862 no
part of it touched the border of that Colony. In that year, on the sixth attempt over four years,
John McDouall Stuart crossed the continent from Adelaide to the Arafura Sea. He travelled
through the entire length of the Northern Territory and earned a £2000 reward offered by the
South Australian government. The South Australian government used the work of explorers
such as Stuart to justify a claim to include the area within the boundaries of their Province.

South Australia had a European population of 140 000 and half the existing area of the
Colony was still unexplored. The Duke of Newcastle, at the Colonial Office, had well-
founded doubts about the ability of the South Australian colonists to develop such a vast
northern extension, but no other Colony sought responsibility for the 'left-over' area. South
Australia's persistence wore down the resistance of a British government believing any
development to be better than none, so long as it cost the home country nothing. On 6 July
1863 these Letters Patent, revocable at Britain's will, were issued, annexing the Northern
Territory to South Australia.

These documents were the legal basis for South Australian occupation and ensured that white
people in the Northern Territory had the same rights to legal representation as other South
Australians. These rights were given effect from 1882; White Territorians gained the vote
when the Northern Territory was added to the South Australian electorate of Flinders. From
1888 they possessed two members of their own in the South Australian Legislative Assembly
and voting rights for the Legislative Council. The few white women in the Northern Territory
shared the franchise with their South Australian sisters when that Colony became the first to
grant full voting rights to women in 1894. South Australia automatically included all white
adult Territorians in Commonwealth electorates after Federation.
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The Escape Cliffs Settlement: The first of the South Australia’s Northern Settlements is
established at the mouth of the Adelaide River, Lieutenant Colonel Boyle Travis Finniss was
appointed in March 1864 to take charge as Government Resident of the Northern Territory.
Against common sense and the advice of his juniors, Finniss chose an area of mosquito
infested mud flats near Escape Cliffs. (Adelaide River Mouth) On 28th June he, his son
Frederick, surveyors, two women, forty officers and men went ashore. Relationships between
the local Wulna people are at first good and then go bad with Finniss ordering the shooting of
the Aboriginal people on sight and in turn a member of Finniss’s party is killed. Eventually
his assistants complained to government in Adelaide. In May 1865 seven men set out from
the settlement and sailed 3220 km in a 23 foot whaleboat to Chapman Bay in WA. Finniss
was recalled and a Royal Commission censured him for poor judgement and for wasting the
40, 000 pounds of public money. Finniss' second in command, J.T. Manton continued to run
the settlement but it was agreed that the situation was impossible. The settlement was
abandoned on 11th January 1867.

Port Darwin / Palmerston / Darwin: On February 5th 1869, George Goyder, the Surveyor-
General of South Australia, established a small settlement of 135 men and women at Port
Darwin. Goyder’s survey party arrived aboard the ship Moonta for the establishment of the
proposed town of Port Darwin and is renamed Palmerston, after the British Prime Minister
Lord Palmerston. The town would be established as the main northern settlement for South
Australia. The Larrakia, the local Aboriginal people of the Darwin area welcomed the survey
party. By the end of August the survey of 660,000 acres of town and country lands was
completed. All the newly surveyed streets of the new township were named after the
surveyors. In 1870, the first poles for the overland telegraph were erected in Darwin,
connecting Australia to Java and the rest of the world.

1871 Roper River: During the 1870s the Roper River was opened up as a supply point for the
overland telegraph. It also became a common stop over point for drovers on the coastal route
from Victoria River Downs and the Kimberleys to North Queensland. In the 1880s and 1890s
it gained a reputation as a wild, outback outpost. The Roper River Mission was established in
1908 and Aboriginal people from seven different language groups in the surrounding region
sought refuge from reprisals from the pastoralist, through association with the mission.

1885 Borroloola: Gazetted as Township in 1887 Borroloola has its first race meeting, there
was now a police station, a court house, two hotels, a butcher's shop and a general store. It
was in the Gulf Country that local Aboriginal people would suffer greatly from the expansion
of the new Northern Territory pastoral industry.

1888 Alice Springs: Town of Stuart (Alice Springs) is surveyed by Lindsay and gazetted. In
July 1888 the South Australian government commissioned David Lindsay to lay out a town
on the banks of the Todd River. On 29th November 1888 the town of Stuart was proclaimed.
The first blocks at Stuart were sold in January 1889.

1889 Pine Creek: Commencement of Palmerston (Darwin) to Playford (Pine Creek) railway.
The railway ran from the Pine Creek goldfields to the Port Darwin jetty. The 959,300 pounds
contract went to C & E Millar of Melbourne on the proviso that they could use coolie labour.
The Singhalese and Indian gangs did the grubbing and earthwork and 3,000 Chinese
labourers, laid over 1 km of track per day. A total of 310 bridges and flood openings were
built. In 1889 the Town of Playford is gazetted, when the Darwin to Pine Creek railway line
was completed.

1889 Timber Creek: A police station was first established at Timber Creek. Initially just a
hut and a goat yard, the dwellings was upgraded to iron and steel in 1908. Among some of the
first to take out leases in the district were Charles Brown Fisher, and Maurice Lyons, a
Melbourne Magistrate. Together they stocked Victoria River Downs in the early 1880s. Most
of the stock was overlanded by Nathaniel Buchanan who set out from Wilmot in 1881 with
20,000 head of cattle.
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Northern Territory
History of European Settlement
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Northern Territory Indigenous Policy 1911 - 2006

Three important factors influenced the Australian Government's role in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander affairs after Federation in 1901:

1) the transfer of the Northern Territory to Australian Government control in 1911

At the time of Australian Federation in 1901 the Northern Territory was a part of South
Australia and it was then ceded to the Commonwealth as a Territory on 1st January 1911.
Transfer price was 6,160,584 pounds. The Commonwealth had responsibility for the
administration of the Territory pursuant to the Northern Territory (Administration) Act 1910
of the Commonwealth. Northern Territory Population - An estimate of, 30,000 Aboriginal
Territorians for this period.

2) the inclusion of section 51(xxvi) in the Constitution, which meant that from 1901 the
Australian Government could not make special laws for Aboriginal people in the states

3) an amendment to the Constitution in 1967 that removed the above provision

From Federation until 1967, the Australian Government could only make special laws for
Aboriginal people in Commonwealth Territories, primarily the Northern Territory from 1911.
Aboriginal administration in the states was controlled by the state governments, under various
State legislation.

A succession of departments was responsible for the Northern Territory administration
between 1911 and Territory self-government in 1978. Aboriginal Affairs was one of a range
of responsibilities held by these departments. The departments included:

1. Department of External Affairs, 1911–16

2. Department of Home and Territories, 1916–28

3. Department of Home Affairs, 1928–32

4. Department of the Interior, 1932–51

5. Department of Territories, 1951–68

6. Department of the Interior, 1968–72

In the 1967 referendum, over 90% of voting Australians endorsed changes to sections of the
Constitution that related specifically to Aboriginal people, s. 51(xxvi) and s. 127. The
Constitution Alteration (Aboriginals) 1967 formalised the referendum results.

These changes meant that for the first time the Australian Government could take the
responsibility for Aboriginal affairs throughout Australia. From then and through to 1967, to
2006 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander affairs have been the responsibility of:

1. Council of Aboriginal Affairs and Office of Aboriginal Affairs, 1967 - 72

2. Department of Environment, Aborigines and the Arts, 1971 - 72

3. Department of Aboriginal Affairs, 1973 - 90

4. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission ATSIC 1990 – 2005

5. Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination in the Department of Families, Community
Services and Indigenous Affairs from 27 January 2006.

Source: National Archives of Australia website
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After The 1967 Referendum

After the 1967 referendum, which removed the impediment in s. 51 of the Australian
Constitution to the Commonwealth Government making special laws with respect to
Aborigines, the Commonwealth began to take a limited role in Indigenous affairs policy
making and service delivery (with the states maintaining the principal policy-making role)

Firstly, Prime Minister Gorton appointed W.C. (Bill) Wentworth ‘Minister in Charge of
Aboriginal Affairs under the Prime Minister’. The new Minister was thus in charge of no
department which had sole responsibility for Indigenous affairs, nor did he have much
influence in the Northern Territory, which was primarily the responsibility of the Department
of the Interior.

Secondly, the Coalition Government established the Council for Aboriginal Affairs (CAA),
which was comprised of three non-Indigenous men appointed by the Government. The
CAA’s role was to advise the government on Indigenous affairs policy, and recommend ways
the Commonwealth and state governments could work together over Indigenous issues.

Thirdly, the Coalition Government established a small Office of Aboriginal Affairs (OAA),
initially within the Prime Minister’s Department. Its role was to implement policy, facilitate
liaison between the Commonwealth and the states, and administer legislation within the
Indigenous affairs portfolio. Thus, Indigenous people had no formal role within the structures
through which Indigenous affairs policy advice was delivered to the Coalition Government
between 1967 and 1972 (though the CAA did consult with Indigenous communities).

The first major innovation in Indigenous affairs under the Whitlam government was the
establishment of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs (DAA) in 1973. The DAA took over
the functions of both the CAA and the OAA. Subsequently, the DAA’s role was to both
provide advice to the Government on Indigenous affairs policy, as well as to implement and
administer Indigenous affairs policy. It was the central Commonwealth Indigenous affairs
agency until ATSIC commenced operations in March 1990.

Australian Indigenous Representation

National Indigenous elected bodies 1973–2004

Name of elected body

Government at
time of

establishment First election Abolition
Government at

time of abolition

National Aboriginal
Consultative Committee

ALP Nov 1973 May 1977 Coalition

National Aboriginal
Conference

Coalition Nov 1977 June 1985 ALP

Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Commission

ALP Nov 1990 April 2004
(abolition

announced)

Coalition
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THE NACC & NAC

The National Aboriginal Consultative Committee 1972 - 1977

In September 1973 the NACC was established by the Whitlam Government in early 1973. It
was an advisory body only, but significantly, it was the first national body elected by
Indigenous people themselves. The NACC’s main role was to advise the Commonwealth
Government on Indigenous affairs policy. After its creation, there was some pressure both
from the NACC itself and from commentators such as former CAA Chair H.C. Coombs for
the NACC to be given at least some executive powers to manage or implement policy.
However, it remained only an advisory body during its short life.

40,000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders had enrolled for the November 17th 1973
election. 165 nominations had been received for the NACC’s 41 Seats - NT 8 / WA 8 / SA
4 / VIC 3 / NSW 8 / QLD & TSI 9 / TAS 1

When the Malcolm Fraser led Government came to office in controversial circumstances in
November 1975, the NACC continued its strong stance and was ultimately dispensed with in
May 1977 when Fraser's Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Ian Viner announced the creation of
a new body, the National Aboriginal Conference.

The National Aboriginal Conference 1977 - 1985

Like the NACC, the NAC was an elected body. Although it differed from its predecessor, the
principle of its being an all-Indigenous, elected body, was held by the Government to still be
an important part of its structure. Its job was to serve as a ‘channel of communication’
between Indigenous communities and the Commonwealth Government, and to provide advice
to the federal minister. Like the NACC before it, however, the NAC had difficulty
successfully fulfilling this role. Its relationship with the Fraser Government was always
uneasy, as the Government was ‘seemingly just as uncertain as its predecessor about the
correct role for such an Aboriginal body’.

Within 12 months of the Hawke Government being elected in 1983, an antagonistic
relationship between government and the NAC had developed. For example, the NAC
criticised the Government for inadequately resourcing the body, and accused the Hawke
Government’s first Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Clyde Holding, of meddling in its affairs.

At the same time, concerns mirroring those which had been raised about the NACC almost a
decade earlier had emerged from within Indigenous communities about the NAC. NAC
members were not always seen as being well connected to their constituent communities. In
response to these concerns, the Labor platform in the 1983 election had included a
commitment to restructure the NAC ‘in order to increase its effectiveness’. Consequently,
shortly after his appointment as Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Clyde Holding
commissioned a review of the NAC, which found that the NAC was ‘not a significant
instrument of Aboriginal political influence and power’.

Shortly after the review’s recommendations were made public, the NAC was embroiled in
further controversy when an audit of its operations revealed serious deficiencies in the body’s
financial administration. As a result, Holding announced the termination of the NAC in April
1985.
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ATSIC
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Commission

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ATSIC 1990 – 2005

It was two years after the NAC had been disbanded that the Hawke Government eventually
announced its intention to form a replacement body, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission (ATSIC). The Government’s proposal was for a body to combine both
representative and executive roles, through an organisation of regional councils and a national
board elected by Indigenous people, which would assume the program administration roles of
both the DAA and the ADC. The new body was seen by the Government as a major advance
in the administration of Indigenous affairs.

Following an extensive consultation process on its ATSIC proposal, the Hawke
Government’s ATSIC legislation was originally introduced into the Parliament in August
1988. However, the Australian Democrats and the Coalition combined in the Senate to
establish a Select Committee inquiry into the ATSIC proposal and the dismissal by the
Government of the ADC’s Indigenous commissioners a few months earlier. Consequently, the
passage of the ATSIC legislation was delayed. At the same time, the administration and
financial transparency of existing Indigenous affairs agencies more generally were the focus
of a great deal of public and political attention. As a result, Minister Hand withdrew the
original ATSIC Bill and introduced revised legislation featuring considerably stronger public
accountability mechanisms into the Parliament in May 1989.

The increased emphasis on accountability did not guarantee the swift passage of the
legislation through the Parliament, however. The John Howard led Opposition was
vehemently opposed to the concept of ATSIC, because of their objection to anybody which
was perceived to give Indigenous people ‘separate’ status. For instance, many Coalition
parliamentarians saw ATSIC as a kind of ‘black parliament’.

ATSIC STRUCTURE & GOVERNANCE

ATSIC’s original structure consisted of two parts: a representative arm, and an administrative
arm, though the original structure was significantly altered by the creation of a separate
service delivery agency, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Services (ATSIS), in 2003 The
basis of ATSIC’s representative structure was the 35 ATSIC Regional Councils, elected every
three years. The Regional Councils were grouped into 16 zones, each of which elected one
full-time Commissioner to sit on the ATSIC Board. Another Commissioner was elected from
the Torres Strait, which comprised its own zone. The ATSIC Chair was appointed, though
after 1999 Commissioners elected the Chair.
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THE ABOLOLISHMENT OF ATSIC

The Howard Government had been expressing doubts as to the value of continuing to have
ATSIC at all. Following Mark Latham's election to the leadership of the (Labor) Opposition
in December 2003, Labor also accepted that ATSIC had not worked. In March of election
year 2004, both parties pledged to introduce alternative arrangements for indigenous affairs.

The government's plan was to abolish ATSIC and all its regional and state structures, and
return funding for indigenous programs to the relevant line departments. Labor's view was
that ATSIC itself should be abolished, but many of the regional and state sub-organisations
should be retained, to continue to give indigenous people a voice in their own affairs and
within their own communities. It rejected the notion of merging indigenous funding into
funding for Australians generally as 'tried and failed', but had not announced its alternative
proposals.

On the 28th of May 2004, the Howard government introduced into the Federal Parliament,
legislation to abolish ATSIC. After a delay the Bill finally passed through both houses of
Parliament in 2005. ATSIC was formally abolished at midnight 24th March 2005.

The policy and coordination role is now the responsibility of the Office of Indigenous Policy
Coordination in the Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs
from 27th January 2006 (previously with the Department of Immigration and Multicultural
and Indigenous Affairs).

The National Indigenous Council

In November 2004 the Howard Government had appointed 14 people to the new National
Indigenous Council. Federal Minister for Indigenous Affairs Amanda Vanstone announced
the establishment of the advisory council, saying it will provide a better deal for
Aboriginal people. The 14-member council contains representatives from business, health,
the judiciary and sports. The National Indigenous Council was an appointed advisory body to
the Australian Government through the Ministerial Taskforce on Indigenous Affairs
established in November 2004 and chaired by Dr Sue Gordon, a Western Australian
Magistrate. It first met in December 2004 and wound up in early 2008. Terms of
Reference of the Council were to provide expert advice to government on improving
outcomes for Indigenous Australians.
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A Northern Territory Timeline

Indigenous & Political Chronology 1911 – 2010

Census Figures for Darwin within 8 klm Radius 3rd April 1911

Nationality Males Females Total
European 224 150 374
Japanese 77 4 81
Filipinos 52 8 60

Half - Caste Filipinos 13 8 21
Aborigines 145 102 247

Half - Caste Aborigines 30 28 58
Chinese 364 78 442

Half - Caste Chinese 4 - 4
Malay 21 3 24

Javanese 49 - 49
Siamese 4 - 4

Cingalese 5 - 5
South Sea Islander 5 - 5

Half - Caste Samoan - 1 1
Eurasian 1 - 1
Fijians 2 - 2

Zanzibar Negroes 2 - 2
Total 998 382 1,380

Source A1,11/16191,AAC.

1911 The controll of the N.T. from South Australia to Commonweath started in 1907. January 1st 1911 official Transfer
of the Northern Territory from South Australia to the Commonwealth under provisions of N.T. acceptance Act
passed in 1910. Transfer price is 6,160,584 pounds. The entire Aboriginal population of the N.T. may have been
as high as 20,000 + people. Professor Radcliff Brown in 1931 estimates the N.T. figure at 30,000 in 1788.
Palmerston reverts back to the original name of Port Darwin.
Roper River, Aboriginal man ‘Mr Neighbour’ is awarded the Albert Medal for Bravery - it is the first and only
awarded to an Aboriginal Australian for his action in saving the life of Mounted Constable W. F. Johns in an
incident on the flooded Wilton River, Northern Territory on the 1st February 1911. The policeman was crossing the
river on his horse, holding the end of Neighbour's iron neck chains, when his horse turned over, kicking him in the
face. With the chain released, Neighbour swam ashore, but, seeing the policeman clinging precariously to some
pandanus palms in the middle of the fast-flowing water, he adjusted the heavy chains around his neck and swam
back to his aid. The charges against Neighbour were dropped and he was then made a Police Tracker.
The Catholic Mission is established at Bathurst Island (Nguiu) by Bishop Gsell & Father Henschke
N.T. Ordinance for protection of Aboriginals, Baldwin Spencer “Chief Protector” Northern Territory Aboriginals
Ordinance (Commonwealth). The Chief Protector is made the legal guardian of every Indigenous and 'half-caste'
child under 18. Any Indigenous person can be forced into a mission or settlement and children can be removed at
will. These powers will not be repealed until 1957.

1912 The maternity allowance is introduced for Australian women but does not included Aboriginal women.
The first audio recording of the didgeridoo. These recordings were made by Baldwin Spencer 1860-1929 using a
phonograph and wax cylinders. Spencer also makes the first substantial collection of Aboriginal bark paintings
from North Western Arnhem Land. The growing numbers of Europeans in this region leads to the discovery and
documentation of the rich and diverse body of rock art that adorns its caves and rock shelters.
The Supreme Court of the Northern Territory is now established. The first purpose built Supreme Court building in
Mitchell Street Darwin, was not opened until 1965 and served the Court until 1991.

1913 First Darwin “school” for part Aboriginal children, 25 in attendance – Kahlin compound opens. From 1913, the
Kahlin compound (a compound situated near Kahlin oval which housed Aboriginal people) started supplying
Aboriginal servants to non Indigenous Darwin families. A round metal dog tag engraved with a crown icon
and the number 500 beneath. This artefact represents the Aboriginal girls' experience at the Kahlin compound in
Darwin. These girls 'were issued with the disc that allowed them to live and work away from the home as domestic
servants. In retrospect many Aboriginal people believe that these experiences were similar to slavery.'
Unloading of ships in Port Darwin by Chinese labour ceases due to white pressure.

1914 Commencement of building of the Vesteys meat works at Bullocky Point in Darwin. It would take 3 years, 120
carpenters and other workers to build at the cost of 900,000 pounds.
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News Paper Stories of
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders

From The Northern Territory

EMPLOYMENT OF ABORIGINES.

An interesting report has been received by the Department of External Affairs from Professor Baldwin
Spencer, special Commissioner and Chief Protector of Aborigines in the Northern Territory, treating
upon the granting of licenses to employ aborigines and to their condition generally. The Commissioner
states that, in addition to such licenses being granted, to Europeans, five leading Chinese merchants in
Port Darwin enjoy a similar privilege, and they have treated the natives with uniform kindness. The
difficulty in the way of treating with the natives in the neighbourhood of the settlement was mainly due
to the presence of undesirable Chinese and Malays, who provided them with opium and liquor. The
only way to remedy this evil was to prevent natives entering premises belonging to Chinese or Malays.
Professor Baldwin Spencer recommends the establishment of an Island reserve for natives, and he
states that Bathurst Island, part of which belongs to the Roman Catholic Church, would be well
adapted for this purpose. If the rest of this island could, he added, be declared an aborigine reserve, it
would considerably assist the department.

The Mecury - Monday 11th March 1912

PLUCKY HALF- CASTE GIRL

DARWIN, Friday. At the Town Hall this afternoon a half-caste girl named Cissy McLeod was
presented by Dr. Gilruth with the Royal Humane Society's bronze medal and certificate awarded
for bravery. This girl, who lives with Captain and Mrs. Mugg at Darwin, on January of last year,
being then only 13 years of age, sprang into the sea to rescue her mistress, Mrs. Mugg, who while
visiting friends on board a steamer inadvertently walked over the side of the jetty in the darkness,
falling into the water between the steamer Guthrie and the jetty. The girl grasped her mistress, who
cannot swim and succeeded in guiding her to the jetty stays, whence she was rescued with the
assistance of some of those on board the steamer.

Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 13th September 1913

ABORIGINAL DEPARTMENT DARWIN, October 8th, 1920

Notice for the information of EMPLOYERS of ABORIGINALS

TAKE Notice that on and aftor the 15th day, of October, 1920, Section 17 of the Regulations under the
Aboriginal Ordinance No. 9 of 1918 will be enforced which reads as follows:

No Aboriginal living in the Reserve set apart for the use of Aboriginals within the town district of
Darwin and Parap shall be outside the reserve boundary one hour after sunset; without the written
permission of the Protector for the District. Penalty One Month's Imprisonment.

ROBERT. MACDONALD, Protector of Aboriginals.

Northern Territory Times - Thursday 23rd December 1920
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1914 'The Bungalow' an institution for Aboriginal children removed from their families, was opened in Alice Springs to
provide firstly shelter and then later the training required for the children, prior to sending them out to work as
domestics and labourers in Central Australia.

1914
-

1918

The start of World War 1, Australia as for many nations the First World War remains the most costly conflict in
terms of deaths and casualties. From a population of fewer than five million, 416,809 men enlisted, of which over
60,000 were killed and 156,000 wounded, gassed, or taken prisoner. It is estimated that approximately 428
Aboriginal men enlisted and go to Europe, Egypt and Palestine. When war broke out in 1914, many Aborigines who
tried to enlist were rejected on the grounds of race; others slipped through the net. By October 1917, when recruits
were harder to find and one conscription referendum had already been lost, restrictions were cautiously eased. A
new military order stated: "Half-castes may be enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force provided that the
examining Medical Officers are satisfied that one of the parents is of European origin." Two Larrakia men
got to Brisbane to enlist in 1917 - Robert Shepard and Willy Allen both return to Darwin after the war in 1919.

1915 Government battery established to mine tin at Maranboy (near Barunga) and the Aboriginal people from the region
were encouraged to move there to provide the labour.
Completion of the Channel Island isolation “leprosarium” hospital, most of the the inmates were Aboriginal.

1917 Australian Rules Football established in Darwin with 3 teams Warriors, Waratahs & Wanderers Football Clubs.
Willy Allen & Ruben Cooper, are two of the first Aboriginal men to play the game in Darwin. The Vesteys
Football Club replaced the Warriors FC in 1918.
A new Mission station is now established on South Goulburn Island. (Warruwi)
A severe tropical storm or Cyclone hits Darwin, loss of life and property.
Railway from Darwin to Pine Creek is now extended to the northern bank of the Katherine River and town of
Emungalan is established.

1918 The New Commonwealth Aboriginal Ordinance prohibits cohabitation with Aboriginal women by whites or Asians.
The Governor-General signed this document on 12th June 1918. It is a comprehensive Ordinance, replacing South
Australia’s 1910 Northern Territory Aboriginals Act, but retaining its basic provisions.

1919 There were approximately 2,500 licensed Aboriginal workers in the Northern Territory and 1,500 dependants.
These workers provided the labour on cattle stations they were also servants and labourers in all the NT towns.
Influenza pandemic claims the lives of many Aboriginal and non Aboriginal people in Australia. Measles or Small
Pox is the other infections which kills many Indigenous Australians.
England to Australia, Landing a Vickers Vimy bomber in Darwin on December 10th, 1919, the Smith brothers
and their two mechanics, Sergeant W.H. Shiers A.F.M. and Sergeant J.M. Bennett A.F.M., M.S.M., completed the
flight from Hounslow in 27 days and 20 hours. The brothers received a cheque for £10,000 which they insisted on
sharing equally with their two mechanics. They also each received a knighthood for the achievement.

1920 Daly River & Oenpelli Aboriginal Reserves are gazetted.
National Indigenous population is estimated to be at its lowest at 60,000 - 70,000. It is widely believed to be a
'dying race'. The majority of “White”Australians have little or no contact with Aboriginal people due to policies of
segregation and the social conventions of that time period.
Petermann Ranges, Ayers Rock and the Olgas are now gazetted as the Great Central Desert Aboriginal Reserve.
The Vesteys Meat Works at Bullocky Point (Darwin High School Site) temporarily closes, the main killing
seasons were 1917, 1918 & 1919.

1921 Church Missionary Society establishes the Emerald River Mission on Groote Eylandt. Elcho Island (Galiwin'ku)
Mission established by Rev. J. C. Jennison.
The British Empire held sway over a population of about 458 million people, approximately one-quarter of the
world's population. It covered about 36.6 million km² (14.2 million square miles), about a quarter of Earth's total
land area.

1922 Northern Territory gains one Federal Member of the House representatives with no voting rights. Harold Nelson
is the first N.T. Federal Member and holds the seat until 1934.

1924 Australia introduces compulsory voting. Indigenous people throughout Australia do not have the right to vote.
The Darwin “part-aboriginal” children were moved from the Kahlin compound to segregated accommodation in
Schultze Street. The home was still locally known as the Kahlin Home, and was officially known as the “Half-
Caste” Home, Darwin.

1925 Oenpelli Mission is established by Church of England Missionary Society. Oenpelli was a mission run community
until 1975 and it is now called Gunbalunya and now spelt as Kunbarllanjnja.
The word didgeridoo came into being, attributed to ethnographer and geologist Herbert Basedow.

1925 The Vesteys meat works (Darwin High School) opens for one last killing season and never reopens again.
1926 The Katherine township is now established on the southern side of the river.

Anthropologist W. Lloyd Warner commenced field research at Milingimbi, and later published "A Black
Civilization: A Social Study of an Aboriginal Tribe", the first ethnographic study of an Australian Aboriginal tribe.
Mention is made of the Didgeridoo, a "trumpet about four feet long".
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THE COLOUR BAR - LEAGUE FOOTBALL.

DARWIN, Friday. Last night the Football League decided to bar coloured players for the rest of the
season. Teams must now be all white. This was the climax of a football match on Tuesday, when
Vestey's team, consisting of Chinese, Malays, and half-caste aboriginals, disagreeing with the cental
umpire walked off the ground. Vestey's won the leagues competition last season.

Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 1st January 1927

DARWIN DIFFICULTIES - ABORIGINAL LABOUR DEBARRED
SOME ADELAIDE COMMENTS

A telegram from Port Darwin has revealed the beginning of a chaotic condition, as regards
domestic help. Trade unionism has merged practically into one big concern, and the first step has been
to banish aborigines from the town. In that tropical latitude the employment of black and Chinese
labour has been considered to be well nigh imperative. Several authorities upon the matter were sought
out on Tuesday by a representative of the Register, and asked to give their forecast of the situation.

Mr Percy Kelsey, of Unley Park, who spent more than 40 years in the Northern Territory, said that the
whole thing would probably blow over as being impracticable to carry out at this time of the year, he
remarked, there would be from 250 to 300 aboriginals in Darwin; and from 300 to 400 Chinese. The
white section of the population should amount to somewhere about 600 people. The poorer section of
the white community has to do its own work, whatever may be the state of the weather. But all who can
afford coloured help seize upon it in that enervating climate. Long ago, 'knock-about' hands were
content to earn a few shillings a week and their keep.

It was better so for black boys had little idea of the spending value of money and its temptations. Then
the unions began to interfere, and decreed that none should work for less than £1 a week. That put
wrong ideas into the blackfellows' heads, and general conditions became unworkable. For example,
some white helpers demanded from £5 to £6 a week; and hotel waitresses wanted £3/10/0 per week.
Everything will now become so dear in price, owing to excèssive payment to all hands that I think the
union bubble will burst quite suddenly.

Other ex-Darwinites were communicated with and the general impression given was that the present
"union tyranny," as it was characterized, would not last. There would be a justified rising of the
employers and the matter would work out its own salvation. One man said, the remarkable part of it all
is that those very people who make these conditions are the first to break them, when it suits their own
interests as was done in the case of Vestey's. Another authority was of the opinion that the present
tussle would determine just how far white women could go in working in their own homes without the
black help that had seemed so necessary. Personally, he did, not think they could manage it.

Northern Territory Times - Friday 16th March 1928

ABORIGINES - PROBLEM OF HALF-CASTES
MINISTRY'S ATTITUDE

CANBERRA, Tuesday. The Minister for Home Affairs (Mr. Blakeley) announced yesterday that the
Government had decided to leave the control and education of aboriginal half-castes In central and
northern Australia to the Administration at Darwin, instead of placing half-castes with a preponderance
of aboriginal blood in the charge of the missions, and those with a preponderance of European blood In
a European Institution, as had been suggested. A home for the half-castes would be established at
Temple Bar or at the old telegraph station, about two miles from Alice Springs.

By reserving Arnhem Land for aborigines the total reserved area was now approximately 60,000 square
miles. The estimated aboriginal and half-castle population of both central and northern Australia was
21,000, of whom approximately 15,000 were nomadic. The Government, therefore, could not be
accused of not making adequate provision of land for the natives of the territories.

Sydney Morning Herald - Wednesday 16th July 1930
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Central Australian Population 1928 -1930
area 378,502sq kilometres

Population 1928 1929 1930
White 400 565 590
Half – Caste ? ? 260
Births registered 9 7 6
Deaths registered 7 11 3
Aborigines c5,550 c5,500 c5,500

Source: Annul Reports of Government Resident of Central Australia
CPP 151 1929/30, p 9, CPP12-1929, p. 8, CPP18-1929,p. 5.

1927 On 1st February the town of Stuart (Alice Springs) was proclaimed the administrative capital of Central Australia.
1928 Herbert Basedow undertook a privately funded expedition through western Arnhem Land. The photographs he

took on that trip constitute some of the first photographic images of western and central Arnhem Land rock-art.
1928 Conniston Killings in the Tennant Creek region of the Northern Territory. Local land owners under the guide of

Constable Murray from Alice Springs, shoot 32 + Aborigines (Men, Women & Children) after a European Fred
Brooks, dingo trapper and a station holder is killed by Aborigines. A court of inquiry says the Europeans' action was
'justified'. The Board indicated that it accepted the evidence of Mounted Constable Murray, Tracker Paddy, Morton
and several reputable settlers, that the shots which altogether resulted in the deaths of 21 “blacks” had been
necessary in self-defence. On occasions it had been shown that blacks had attacked the police parties with
boomerangs, spears, nulla-nullas and tomahawks.

1929 N.T. Conference on wages for Aboriginals and “half castes”, attended by missionaries, pastoralists and unionists.
The Darwin to Pine Creek / Katherine Railway line was extended to Birdum, 9 kilometres south of Larrimah, when
at the same time the South Australian railway was built from Oodnadatta to the town of Stuart (Alice Springs)

1931 The policy of protection: All of the policies for Aborignal Territorians at this perod of time were now administed
by the Commonwealth Native Welfare Brach, E. W. P. Chinnery as the first Director. The legislation used was the
N.T. Aboriginals Ordinance 1918 – 1947. The ordinance applied to all people of Aboriginal descent in the
Northern Territory. The thinking by both government and academics in this time period was that the Aboriginal race
would eventually die out and or assimilate. The Arnhem Land Aboriginal Reserve is now gazetted.

1931 Because of overcrowding at the Kahlin “Half-Caste” Home (77 children in a house designed for one family), 28
boys were removed from Kahlin to a new Boys’ Home at Pine Creek until 1933.
July, Three Japanese shark fishermen are killed near Port Keats (Wadeye) Nemarluk, Minemarra, Montespare
(also known as Mangul Mangul), Nargoon, Marragin and Mankee were arrested and taken to Darwin. In March
1933 they were tried, found guilty of the crimes and sentenced to death. The sentences were later commuted to
imprisonment for life. Nemarluk evaded arrest until 4th May 1933 when he was apprehended at Legune Station.
While awaiting trial, he escaped from Darwin Gaol and Labour Prison in September and remained at large for six
months. After his recapture he was transported back to Darwin and tried in April 1934. Nemarluk died in Fannie
Bay Gaol in 1940 dues to illness.

1932 August, Caledon Bay, killing of 5 Japanese trepangers by Aboriginal people from N.E. Arnhem Land. Wonggu
and his 3 sons from the Djapu clan are known to be responsible. Three of Wonggu's sons, Mau (Mow), Natjelma
(Natchelma, Watchelma) and Narkaya (Narkaia), were implicated as leaders of the assault on the Japanese
trepangers. In 1934 Fred Gray persuaded them to accompany him and Hubert Warren's 'peace party' to Darwin.
They stood trial for murder and on the 1st August, T. A. Wells sentenced them to twenty years imprisonment. After
lobbying by groups and individuals concerned about Aboriginal welfare, the three men were released in June 1936.
Theodore (Ted) Strehlow returned to Central Australia in March (He was Born at Hermannsburg Mission) He began
an intensive survey of the Arrernte dialects, travelling by camel with an Aboriginal guide. Strehlow became
accepted by Arrernte elders as a worthy recipient of spiritual knowledge. He filled his journals with transcriptions of
sacred verses and maps of totemic centres, and began to receive ceremonial objects from ritual leaders who were
facing the consequences of dispossession and acculturation.
On November 17th The Bungalow “Half Cast Children’s Home” is moved from Jay's Creek to the old Telegraph
Station just three kilometers from Alice Springs. This move corresponds with a rapid expansion and the number of
inmates doubled from 60 in 1932, to over 130 in 1935.

1933 The Tennant Creek Region gold rush starts and the township is to be later established in 1935.
On the 30th August the name of the town of Stuart was now changed to Alice Springs.

1934 Mission established at Yirrkala by Rev. Wilbur S. Chaseling. A local arts and craft industry is created at Yirrkala to
supply ethnographic items to museums and private collectors.
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DARWIN OBJECTS TO HALF - CASTE UMPIRE

DARWIN, Saturday. The Waratah Football Club comprised wholly of whites, objected this afternoon
to the appointment of half - caste umpire and refused to take field with, him in charge. Supported by
the Royal Australian Garrison Artillery team, which is also comprised wholly of whites, it will break
away from the league and only two teams will remain. They will be the Buffaloes (the half-caste team)
and the Wanderers a mixed team.

The Canberra Times - Monday 14th January 1935

ABORIGINES - Community Settlement Plan.
EVENTUAL ABSORPTION INTO AGRICULTURE.

Darwin, Sunday. Important changes in policy for the administration of native affairs in the Northern
Territory arc being planned. Dr. C. E. Cook, Chief Protector of Aborigines, has submitted a number of
proposals which, it is understood, have been approved in principle by the Minister for the Interior. Dr.
Cook's plan includes the establishment of a model native settlement for more than 600 detribalised
aborigines living in and around Darwin. Most of these natives are at present in the Kahlin aboriginal
compound, within the town of Darwin, and the authorities have long considered that the removal of the
compound would be desirable for the natives. It is proposed to establish a new settlement outside the
town boundaries, with dwellings and barracks, a native school, a hospital, a canteen, a recreation
ground, a sanitary system, and facilities for training the natives in agriculture and domestic
employment. The plan provides later for the absorption of the natives into agriculture. It is proposed
that the Government shall place the natives on small properties, and that copra and cotton shall be
produced by them. Aborigines living on the fringes of settled areas will be the first to come within the
scope of this plan. These natives have lost many of their tribal customs. As the Myall natives also
come into contact with while settlement, it is proposed to absorb them into the scheme. It is proposed
to institute a system of education for native children, up to the standard attained in primary schools. At
present there is no Government school for aboriginal children in the Territory. It is proposed to teach
the aborigines hygiene, to teach them to understand the obligations of white civilisation, to recognise
the meaning of a contract, and to help them to protect themselves from fraud. It is understood that Dr.
Cook will later submit the working details of his plan to the Minister for the Interior.

Sydney Morning Herald - Monday 9th March 1936

WHITE MAN'S DUTY TO ABORIGINE - REPORT BY ANTHROPOLOGIST

CANBERRA, Friday. The establishment and maintenance of patrols entrusted to men with at least a
thorough elementary training in antlnopology and in the application of anthropological methods, to
move about among the nomadic tribes of Arnhem Land to protect them from interference and
exploitation and to maintain a state of domestic peace, is one of the recommendations of Dr. Donald
Thomson, the anthropologist, which is being considered by the Federal Ministry.

Dr. Thomson, who spent seven months with the natives of Arnhem Land, covering 1,000 miles-500
miles on foot - patrol journeys, has presented an interim report to the Minister for the Interior (Mr.
Paterson). He has recommended the absolute segregation of the natives within the Arnhem Land
reserve, the preservation of the social structure of the natives, the recognition of their nomadic habits
as an essential factor in their life, that the collection of not detribalised into compounds or institutions
should be prohibited, that a qualified medical officer be employed for special work exclusively among
the natives, that the system under which police constables act as protectors of aborigines be abolished,
that a settled uniform policy for the treatmentof the whole of the aboriginal population of Australia be
adopted, and that a Department of Native Affairs, staffed by men selected solely for their special
qualifications and sympathies, be established immediately. Dr. Thomson has also recommended that
the three sons of Wongo, of Caledon Bay, who were involved in the killing of a number of Japanese,
should be liberated from the Darwin Gaol and sent back to their tribes.

The Argus - Saturday - 13th May 1936
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Cost of Aboriginal Administration 1935

States & Territory Aboriginal Population Cost to Goverment - Pounds
Queensland 16,957 41,128

New South Wales 9,724 53,124
South Australia 3,407 23,000

Western Australia 29,021 28,340
Northern Territory 18,000 7,500

Source: Memo dated 12th February 1936, A1, 37/30, AAC.

1934 Dhakiyarr Wirrpanda, an Aboriginal man from northeast Arnhem Land, was found guilty of the murder of a
white policeman Constable Albert McColl, and sentenced to death in 1934. An appeal to the High Court made this
the first case of an Aboriginal Australian to be heard in that court. On 8th November 1934 the High Court directed
that Dhakiyarr be released and returned to his country. Within 24 hours of his release from Fannie Bay Gaol
Dhakiyarr vanished. ( last seen near Winnellie) No one knows what happened to him, but some believe he was
murdered.

1935 Report of recommendations of board of inquiry to investigate allegations of ill treatment of Aboriginals in Central
Australia received.
Dr Donald Thomson's first visit to Arnhem Land. Thomson's research in the area from the 1930s-40s remains one
of the most important anthropological studies on the Yolngu people of North east Arnhem Land and their culture.
A QANTAS DH86 operates the airline's first overseas flight, from Darwin to Singapore, carrying airmail bound to
the United Kingdom in cooperation with Imperial Airways (later BOAC).
Fr Docherty & Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, to set up a mission in the Port Keats area. In 1935 he began the
mission at Werntek Nganayi (Old Mission). 1n 1939 the mission was moved to the present site of Wadeye. The Our
Lady of the Sacred Heart School was later established at Wadeye in 1941.

1936 The first “Native Patrol Officer” in the Northern Territory (T.G.H. Strehlow) was appointed.
The N.T. Federal Member of the House of Represetatives is granted restrictive voting rights (only for N.T. issues.)
The Australian “Half – Caste” Progressive Association ( AHCPA) had been vocal in calling for full citizenship
rights, and the Aboriginal Ordinance was amended to make provisions for the Chief Protector to declare a person to
be “deemed not a Half – Cast”, in other words to be exempted from restrictions contained in the Ordinance. The
exemption could also be revoked.

1937 8th March, An intense tropical storm “Cyclone” hits Darwin, loss of one life and a large amount property damage to
both government and private buildings is reported. The last Cyclone to hit Darwin was on the 7th Jan 1897
An area of land at the site of Bagot Reserve was acquired for both a new compound to replace the Kahlin
compound for the Stolen Generations children and the local Aboriginal population. The land was later gazetted as
an Aboriginal Reserve in 1938.

1938 26th January, The first Aboriginal Day of Mourning held in Sydney on the 150th anniversary of the arrival of
European settlement. The protest organisers chose Australia Day – January 26 - because of the belief that the
celebration of white settlement should also be a time to reflect on the dispossession of Aboriginal people, and a time
to think about ways of redressing this.
Albert Namatjira - 1902 – 1959, first ever solo exhibition, in Melbourne, Cental Australian Water Colours 1938,
of his 41 works, all the works are sold in three days.
Anthropologist, Dr Donald Thompson’s recommendations of policy in Native Affairs in the Northern Territory
tabled in Federal Parliament.

1939 The policy of Assimilation: February, Announcement of “the McEwen policy”, a supposed “New Deal”. Future
policy of Aboriginals will be based on the raising, of their status so as to entitle them by right and by qualifications
to the ordinary rights of citizenship. The Commonwealth Native Affairs Branch is still in control of NT
Aboriginal Affairs. The 1939 version of the Aboriginals Ordinance, which was intended to give effect to a change
in Aboriginal policy from protection to assimilation, also contained no element of self-determination, beyond the
choice to live as white Australians. The section of the policy relating to “half-castes” asserted that there were only
“two classes of half-castes in the Northern Territory- those born in wedlock of half-caste parents and those born of
an Aboriginal mother and a non-Aboriginal father.”

1939
to

1946

Australia entered World War II shortly after the invasion of Poland, declaring war on Germany on September 3,
1939. By the end of the war almost a million Australians had served in the Australian armed forces and Australian
military units had seen combat in Europe, North Africa, and the South-West Pacific. In addition, Australia came
under direct attack for the first time in its history. 39,366 Australians were killed and 23,477 were wounded by
enemy action during the war.
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HONEST ABORIGINAL - Gives up £22 Found by Him

Darwin, Thursday. When Mr. Tom Harris, proprietor of the Star Theatre, Darwin's picture show,
arrived at his office this morning, his old grey-haired aboriginal employee, Frank, was waiting for him
with a tobacco tin. "You look in there, boss," said Frank. Mr. Harris opened the tin and found in it £22.
Frank had found the money under one of the seats. The money was handed to the Darwin police.

Sydney Morning Herald - Friday 16th October 1936

NOT OCTOROON - Lubra’s Claim Fails

Alice Springs, Thursday. The case in which Zoe Reid sought £250 damages against Dr. Patrick John
Reilly and William McCoy, superintendent of the Government institutions at Alice Springs for false
imprisonment as a half-caste in the institution, was concluded today when the court returned a verdict
for the defendants. A stay of proceedings was granted. Reid claimed that she was an octoroon' (seven-
eighths white) and not subject to the aboriginal ordinance, and that she was unlawfully detained.

Canberra Times - Friday 15th October 1937

DOMESTIC HELP PROBLEM IN DARWIN

In no other place in the tropics do white women have to work as hard as they do in Darwin It is almost
impossible to get trained servants, and they need continual supervision and help, said Mrs W. Whittle,
wife of Colonel Whittle, who is in command of the garrison at Darwin. Mrs Whittle, who has spent the
last 12 months with her husband in the Northern Territory, revealed in Sydney in the Mercury
yesterday on her way to Melbourne. Mrs. Whittle said that one of the greatest drawbacks of living in
Darwin was the lack of suitable homes and service. "Women have to do most of their own cooking
over hot stoves in the terrific climate because the half - castes and natives cannot be trained,"
declared Mrs. Whittle. "I think that the wrong type of natives is being encouraged to work in Darwin
they are really bush natives and not suitable to be employed in homes. A few of them learn to sweep
floors and do small jobs, and then they insist that they are trained, and will not leave the attractions of
the township. They have no initiative and cannot remember to do more than one job without constant
reminders."

Sydney Morning Herald - 25th March 1938

DARWIN'S "BLACKWATCH" EXCELS AT SPORT AND DUTY

Darwin, Friday. Darwin’s Blackwatch a militia guard unit recruited from the town's stalwart half -
caste aborigines proved its worth again today. It defeated the Darwin Mobile Force In a team’s athletic
competition which formerly had been conducted only among cadets at Duntroon Military College. The
half-castes finished two points ahead of the permanent soldiers. Formed shortly after the outbreak of
war, the "Black Watch" has reached a pitch of efficiency which has astonished Darwin’s Army leaders.
Its duty has been to guard prohibited areas and other points in the district by day and night. The guard's
enthusiasm after sunset has caught more than one officer napping as he has walked through the
guarded areas. A guard has stalked him with aboriginal cunning and called him “To Halt” standing
beside him but still invisible against the night sky.

The Argus - Saturday 10th February 1940
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1940 Thousands of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders in the N.T. and throughout Australia join the Australian
Defence Forces, to both fight overseas and to defend this country at home. Some of these Indigenous Australians
are finally recognised in the late 1980s with medals and outstanding payments for their duty and contributions to
this country. Aborigines who fought for their country came back to much of the same discrimination as before. For
example, many were barred from Returned and Services League clubs, except on ANZAC Day. Many of them were
not given the right to vote for another 17 years.
Darwin Aboriginal man, Dick Butler enlisted in 1939 and served as a Gunner in the Darwin Mobile Force (DMF),
serving with a number of other Aboriginal men from the Northern Territory including Willy McClennen, Samuel
('Smiler') Fejo, Juma ('Jim') Fejo, Stewart Kurnoth, and Victor Williams. They called themselves “The Black
Watch”. Dick Butler stayed in the Army until 1961, 23 years of service.
During World War II, most of the Top End was placed under a military government. This is the only time since
Federation that an Australian State or Territory has been under military control. After the war, control for the entire
area was handed back to the Commonwealth.

1940 Establishment of “Half – Castes” children’s homes at Melville and Croker Islands The first children were
admitted to the new Garden Point and Croker Island Missions, including children transferred from the government
institutions at Darwin and Alice Springs and the Home re-opened at Pine Creek for children awaiting transfer to the
missions.

1941 War Cabinet decides women & children of Darwin should be evacuated from Darwin 750 by sea, 380 by plane, the
others go by overland road to southern cities and towns. The Stolen Generation children from Croker Island,
Melville Island, Groote Eylandt and Darwin are also sent interstate until the end of the war in the Pacific.
The Child Endowment Act is passed but no endowment is paid to nomadic or dependent Aborigines (Wards).
December 7th, after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour, Australia declares war on Japan.
Squadron Leader Donald Ferguson Thomson was seconded from the RAAF to the Australian Army to train a
special task force of about fifty tribal Yolngu men from North East Arnhem Land to defend the coastline of
northern Australia from Japanese attack during World War 2. They were called the Northern Territory Special
Reconnaissance Unit (NTSRU). They covered the territory north of the area patrolled by the Knackeroos. Their
role was to provide Darwin with an early warning of a Japanese attack through North East Arnhem Land. They
were each paid 3 sticks of tobacco per week. If the Japanese had landed they were to carry on with a guerrilla war
against the Japanese using their traditional weapons.

1942 9:58am 19th of February, First of 2 bombing raids on Darwin took place one hour apart by 242 Japanese carrier and
land based aircraft. Estimated 243 killed including 49 civilians, 400 were wounded. The Japanese large aircraft
carriers involved, Akagi, Hiryu, Kaga and Soryu, were under the command of Admiral Nagumo. These same 4
carriers were used in the Pearl Harbour raid on the 7th December 1941 on the Hawaiian Island of Oahu. Eight
ships were sunk in Darwin harbour, 23 allied aircraft were also lost. The Japanese lost only 4 aircraft.
Tiwi man, Matthias Ulungura, captured the first Japanese Prisoner of War (Sergeant Hajime Toyoshima) on
Australian soil, 21st February 1942 on Melville Island N.T.
35 Tiwi Island men were responsible for patrolling Melville Island and Bathurst Island during WW2. They were
armed and equipped by the Royal Australian Navy and they wore Navy uniforms. They served from 1942 until the
end of the war in 1946 but they were never formally enlisted or paid any wages. It is believed that two of the Tiwi
soldiers were involved in secret visits to Timor aboard Allied submarines.
Aboriginal prisoners from Fannie Bay Gaol were released after the bombing raids to work for the Army and RAAF.
Uniting Church set up Elcho Island Mission, (Galiwinku)

1943 Completion of bitumen sealing of Stuart Highway (named in 1941) Adelaid to Darwin. Several thousand
Aboriginal people work for the Defence Forces in the NT, most are paid 5 shillings a week while non aboriginal
workers were getting 5 shillings a day. The Army also supply rations & accommodation to Aboriginal people.
Exemption Certificate is introduced. This means that certain Aboriginal people are exempted from restrictive
legislation and are entitled to vote, drink alcohol and move freely but are also prohibited from consorting with
others who are not exempt. Aboriginal people use the derogatory terms 'dog tags' or 'dog licences' to refer to the
certificates. For many Aboriginal people this renunciation of their identity, family and cultural lifestyle is promoted
as the only opportunity to overcome poverty, gain work and access to education and social welfare benefits.
The Imperial Japanese forces flew a total of 64 raids on Darwin and 33 raids on other targets in Northern Australia
including, Katherine, Milingimbi, Broome and Derby. 12th November 1943, the last Japanese bombing raid on
Northern Australia. Throughout the raids the allies lost about 900 persons and 77 aircraft. The Japanese lost about
131 aircraft in total while fighting on Australian soil.

1945 An investigation shows Aborigines on Lord Vestey's Northern Territory cattle station (Wave Hill) are getting poor
rations, inadequate housing, water and sanitation facilities, and are paid less than the 5/- (5 shillings) a day
minimum wage, which was set for Aborigines in a 1918 Ordinance. European males are receiving 2 pounds /8/ - (2
pounds, 8 shillings, equaling 48 shillings) a week in 1945.
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ABORIGINES EXPLOITED - Criticism by Film Man

ADELAIDE, Sunday. Some aborigines in the Northern Territory were not only commercially
exploited, but suffered under "distinctly colonial" laws, Mr. Harry Watt said yesterday. Mr. Watt, the
British film director who directed The Overlander." said he had been shocked by what he heard and
saw of the way aboriginal workers were treated while he was in the Northern Territory "shooting" the
film. Mr. Watt said his film unit was criticised in the Territory for spoiling; the aborigines. They were
paid full white man's award rates, given adequate meals and, where possible, provided with proper
bedding and beds. "Apparently," Mr. Watt said, "we should have paid the aboriginal worker something
like £1 week, and given the remainder to the Government department controlling them.

Fond of Australia, "I make these criticisms, not because I want to hurt Australians, but because 1 have
grown so fond of this country that it hurts me to hear its treatment of aborigines held up to scorn in
other parts of the world." Mr. Watt quoted the following example of harsh treatment meted out to an
aboriginal worker attached to his unit 200 miles from: Alice Springs. "It was a cold day, and the
aborigine a particularly good worker whom we all liked, took shelter in the cabin of a white man.
When the white man arrived he abused the native for daring to sit inside, and turned him out. Later the
aborigine remarked to an Australian Army driver that he would have liked to have 'donged' the white
man. Apparently the driver talked, for a policeman came 200 miles from Alice Springs and arrested the
aborigine on a charge of having uttered a threat against a white man. "The prisoner was taken to Alice
Springs, but after a strong protest had been made by the film unit, he was freed, and was back within 24
hours."

Sydney Morning Herald - Monday 9th December 1946

Plan To Give Vote To Aborigines

CANBERRA, Tuesday. Federal Cabinet today approved legislation to give aborigines a vote at Federal
elections under certain conditions. Aborigines must have the same right to vote under the law of the
State in which they live, be serving as members of the forces or have served honourably with the
forces. Aborigines living in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, and Tasmania may now be
enrolled on State rolls. Western Australian aborigines are disqualified from State enrolment, but a
native there may apply for a certificate of citizenship. Under the proposed Commonwealth legislation,
holders of such certificates may be enrolled for Commonwealth elections. The position of aborigines in
the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory will be considered later.

Sydney Morning Herald - Wednesday 1st September 1948

Darwin Aboriginal Children

Sir, It has recently been reported that seven aboriginal children have been refused attendance at the
Darwin State School on account of their colour. Every free thinking Australian will agree that this is a
most unfair discrimination against children who are essentially Australian. As it was good enough for
Australia to train aboriginal soldiers as members of the forces raised to fight for us during the recent
war, it is up to us to see that the younger members of the race are not excluded from contact with white
members of the community in times of peace. When Jesus Christ said "suffer little children to come
unto me" he referred to all children irrespective of colour.

JOHN A. H. ALLCROFT, Richmond.

Letter to Sydney Morning Herald - Tuesday 15th Feb 1949

ABORIGINES TO VOTE IN DARWIN

DARWIN, Wednesday. Provision for the enfranchisement of full-blooded aborigines is made in
amendments to the Northern Territory Electoral Regulations, announced the Director of "Native
Affairs (Mr. R. K. Mc Caffery), He said-that the new regulations will give a vote to all "exempted"
aborigines in the territory full-blooded or otherwise.

The Canberra Times - Thursday 20th October 1949
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1946 Victory in the Pacific, Civilians now permitted to return to Darwin civilian pop. 3,100 Many of the women and
children evacuated in 1942 were returned from southern states to the Northern Territory.
All “half-caste” soldiers who had served in the armed forces and had been given “clean discharges” were granted
exemption from the Aboriginal Ordinance. In this period following the war, the Native Affairs Branch Patrol
Officer service expanded and eventually police acting as Protectors of Aborigines ceased to be involved in the
removal of children.
Yuendumu was established by the Native Affairs Branch in 1946 for the purpose of rationing and
welfare. A Baptist Mission was later established in 1947.
R. M. and C. H. Berndt commenced anthropological research work in Arnhem Land, and continued field trips into
the Arnhem Land area for a number of years. A large number of art works and artefacts were collected, now housed
at the Anthropology Museum of the University of Western Australia.
The Aborigines Inland Mission (AIM) home for mothers and children, the Retta Dixon Home, was established on
Bagot Road. The Reserve was now divided into two areas, one for Aboriginals of “full descent” and the other for
the “part-Aboriginal” children in care. Children from Retta Dixon Home and the Lady Gowrie Hostel (St Mary’s) in
Alice Springs were now to attend public schools.

1947 Prime Minister Ben Chifley’s government created a 13 member N.T. Legislative Council consisting of six elected
members and seven nominated by the federal government, including the Administrator of the Northern Territory,
who held both deliberative and casting votes. The Council could "make Ordinances for the peace, order and
good government of the Territory" but could be vetoed by the federal government and had no authority over
money matters. All the laws for the N.T. from 1911 – 1947 were made by the Federal Parliament.
Aboriginal population of the Northern Territory is now estimated at 15,147 - non Indigenous population is
estimated at 9,594 - 61% of the population is Aboriginal.

1947 First Members of a new N.T. legislative council are elected. The Northern Territory Legislative Council was the
partly elected governing body of the Northern Territory, Australia from 1947 until its replacement by the fully
elected Northern Territory Legislative Assembly in 1974. The total enrolment for the 1947 election was 4,443, all of
whom were white. The Territory was split into five electorates: Darwin, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek, Batchelor
and Stuart. First meeting of N.T. Legislative Council was held in March 1948.

1948 The Commonwealth Citizenship and Nationality Act for the first time gives, a category of "Australian
Citizenship" to all Australians, including all Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders. However, at State & Territory
level Aborigines still suffer legal discrimination. Most Aboriginal people are wards of the state unless they have an
exemption certificate (Dog Tag) which frees them from the different State and Commonwealth Aboriginal
ordinances.
Australia’s largest international scientific expedition, National Geographic Society’s American-Australian
Scientific Expedition to Arnhem Land (ASSEAL) which departed from Adelaide on 18th March 1948 led by the
South Australian ethnologist, Charles P. Mountford. Among the twenty-five tons of material collected during this
nine-month expedition were nearly 500 bark paintings, many of which were later distributed (in 1956) by the
Commonwealth Government to all major Australian state art galleries and museums. Mountford has three
expeditions to Western Arnhem Land region (1948, 1949 & 1952).
A few Aboriginal people are given the right to enrol and vote at Federal elections provided they are entitled to
enrol for State elections or have served in the Defence Forces.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is adopted by the newly-formed United Nations, and supported by
Australia.

1949 The new Maningrida settlement differs from other large Aboriginal settlements in Arnhem Land, in that it was not
established as a mission. Originally set up in 1949 as a trading post and rations depot, Maningrida was later
established by the Commonwealth Government as a permanent settlement for Aboriginal people in 1957.

1950 Strikes by Aboriginal workers in Darwin for 2 pounds more. On 27th November, Aboriginal workers in Darwin
stage "the biggest and best organised native strike ever conducted in Darwin". The Aboriginal workers had
organised the strike themselves and then sought advice from the North Australia Workers Union (NAWU). The
two strike leaders were identified as a man named "Lawrence" and a striking Police tracker named Billy Palats.
Korean War, Several Aboriginal men from the N.T. enlist to go to Korea.

1951 Strikes by Aboriginal workers in Darwin for 7 pounds, the minimum wage and full civil rights. Darwin Police
'dispersed' an armed group of more than 50 Aboriginal strikers who were, in their own words, "marching on
Darwin". Lawrence and Billy Patlas are arrested and police refuse to bail the two men to NAWU officials saying
that as Aborigines the men can only be bailed to the Native Affairs Department or their employers. After Lawrence
is gaoled his place as strike leader is taken by a quietly spoken Larrakia man called Fred Waters. On 11th February
1951 Fred Waters organises a 'lighting strike' of Aborigines at the Bagot compound in Darwin. The Director of
Native Affairs, Mr Frank Moy, responds by using his administrative power to banish Waters to Haasts Bluff in
Central Australia some 1200 miles from Darwin.
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NAMATJIRA - Taxed, But Without a Vote.

White haired, 68 year old Michael Sawtell, who has championed the native cause for more than 30
years, said, however, that the State and Federal Governments could right many injustices to aborigines
immediately. At present no full-blood aboriginal could be an Australian citizen by right of birth, he
said. They paid taxes, but got no social service benefits.

Mr. Sawtell said that famous aboriginal painter Albert Namatjira paid about £400 a year in taxes and
was not an Australian citizen. His wife was not entitled to maternity allowances, child endowment
(they have six children) and other benefits. Namatjira was now living in the Northern Territory, where
white settlers were tax-free. "Natives working for wages are bitter about these grave injustices," said
Mr. Sawtell. The Government has been asked repeatedly over many years to change its attitude towards
aborigines.

FOOTNOTE: There are about 75,000 aborigines in Australia. Most are in Western Australia,
Queensland, and the Northern Territory. About one third of the total numbers are nomadic, one third
are in employment, and the others are in supervised camps.

Sydney Morning Herald - Sunday September 3rd 1950

The Darwin 1950 Aboriginal Strikes

The award wage in 1950 was about 7 pounds per week for women and 9 pounds for Men
20 shillings to a pound - one Shilling = about 10 cents

On the 27th November 1950, aboriginal workers in Darwin stage "the biggest and best organised
native strike ever conducted in Darwin". The aboriginal workers had organised the strike themselves
and then sought advice from the North Australia Workers Union (NAWU). The two strike leaders were
identified as a man named "Lawrence" and a striking Police tracker named Billy Patlas. In mid-January
1951 Darwin Police 'dispersed' an armed group of more than 50 aboriginal strikers who were, in their
own words, "marching on Darwin". Lawrence and Billy Patlas are arrested and police refuse to bail the
two men to NAWU officials saying that as aborigines the men can only be bailed to the Native Affairs
Department or their employers.

Secretary of the NAWU, Mr.T. Peel, remarks, "It is obvious that the arrest of the two Aboriginal strike
leaders is a deliberate attempt to cut of the leadership of the strike and intimidate these people who are
standing up for their rights both as workers and human beings." Lawrence and Palats remained in gaol
as Native Affairs Department officials claim that "Communists" were behind the strike.

Lawrence appeared in Court on Australia day 1951 and was sentenced to four months imprisonment
with hard labour. After Lawrence is gaoled his place as strike leader is taken by a quietly spoken
Larrikia man called Fred Waters. On 11th February 1951 Fred Waters organises a 'lighting strike' of
Aborigines at the Bagot compound in Darwin. The Director of Native Affairs, Mr Frank Moy, responds
by using his administrative power to banish Waters to Haarsts Bluff in Central Australia some 1200
miles from Darwin.

The conservative position on the strike was expressed by Federal minister for the Interior, Mr.
Anthony, who said that the whole episode had been a "Communist-inspired plan for general industrial
disturbance". He stated that, "I am not prepared to allow natives, who are wards of the Commonwealth,
to be used for this purpose."

Northern Standard – November 1950
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Darwin Natives Go On Strike - For 2 Pounds a Week Wage Rise

Darwin, Tuesday. All natives in the Darwin area have gone on strike. They say they are under
paid and are claiming an all round rise of 2 pounds a week for women as well as men.
This is the biggest and best organised strike ever conducted in Darwin. The natives who belong to a
dozen different tribes include municipal workers, houseservants, police trackers, laundrymen and
labourers. About 200 are involved. The Native Affairs Branch requires householders to pay their
servants at least 5 shillings a week. Most get 10 shillings some get up to 30 shillings in Government
departments and the services are paid 30 shillings a week.

Householder’s employeing natives feed and cloth them provide their tobacco and picture money for the
talkies once a week. A Natives Affairs Branch officer said today that if a 2 pound increase were
granted there would be no jobs for natives as householders who employed two could not afford 5
pounds a week for servants on top of the already extremely high cost of living in Darwin.

Natives organised themselves for the strike and then consulted offials of the North Australian Workers
Union. They have appointed leaders from each tribal group from places like Millingimbi, Bathurst
Island and Daly River. A spokesman for the NAWU said today that his Union would support the
native’s demands if asked. The strike is belived to be organised by a Wargaitj tribe native who was
recently in trouble with the police and had to be banished to a penal settlement. Many of the native’s
say that they are undeterred by the threats that if they stayed on strike, that their leaders would be sent
to Beswick Station about 300 miles from Darwin.” If anyone is sent to Beswick then we will all go”
one said.

Herald - 28th November 1950

Aboriginal Schools in the Territory

The Commonwealth Office of Education, in co-operation with the Administration of the Northern
Territory, has completed plans for a large number of schools for aboriginal children in the Territory.
The first four will open in July. They will be at Delissaville (across the harbour from Darwin). Bagot
(about four miles south of Darwin) - Alice Springs and Yuendumu (about 200 miles north-west of
Alice Springs). The Commonwealth Office of Education is now seeking teachers for the schools. They
will undergo a special six weeks course, to acquaint them with conditions in the areas to which they
will be posted.

Sydney Morning Herald - Thursday 6th April 1950

Aborigines out on strike again

Darwin, Monday – with their rations assured, the majority of Darwin aborigines went on strike
again this morning for the third time in eight weeks. They are still demanding seven pounds a
week wages and full civil rights.

All aborigines at Berrimah aboriginal reserve refused to go to work this morning, however a number of
aborigines living on private premises in the town are still working. The acting secretary of the North
Australian Workers Union (Mr T. Peel) said today the aboriginal rations are assured even if the Native
Affairs Branch cuts their rations off. Financial support had been promised by several large trade union
organisations in the south. Militant officials of the NAWU are taking an in-creasing part in the
direction of the strike. A NAWU organiser said today the aborigines would not go back to work unless
they were granted “decient wages and conditions and civil rights”.

The president of the NAWU (Mr Murray Norris) said his union recently applied to a Conciliation
Commissioner during the hearing of a case for a new pastoral award that aborigines should not be
excluded from provision of the award as has been the case in the past, and should be employed as
station hands the same as white men. He said station aborigines at present get only one pound a week
and keep. The NT Director of Native Affairs (Mr F.H. Moy) confirmed this afternoon that a number of
aborigines from Berrimah reserve had gone “walkabout” into the bush because of the strikes.

The Age -23rd January 1951
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1951 Special responsibility for education of “full – blood” Aboriginal children is assumed by Commonwealth Office of
Education.
Sir Paul Hasluck, Minister for Territories, introduced new policies aimed at further social and economic
assimilation of the Aboriginal population of the Northern Territory: “Assimilation in practical terms means all
persons of Aboriginal or mixed blood in Australia would live like White Australians do.” Education and
training was the apparent focus for removal policy. A concerted program of fostering and adoption of children in
southern States and the placement of children in institutions there or in hostels in the Northern Territory for
education and training was developed. Families interstate who fostered children were paid for the care of the
children.
4th March, A meeting at Parap by Darwin Aboriginal people of ‘mixed descent’ demanding the complete exclusion
of themselves from the Aborigines Act and other Ordinances and to be granted full citizenship rights.
The Country Party became the first political party to stand a candidate in the elections for the N.T. Legislative
Council.

1952 The Northern Territory News paper goes on sale February 8th. The lead story on that day was about the death of
King George VI and the new Queen, Elizabeth II. Queen Elizabeth II 1952 - present day. Elder daughter of
George VI. On Nov. 20, 1947, she married Philip Mountbatten, Duke of Edinburgh. They were in Kenya (en route
for a tour of Australia and New Zealand) when the king died (Feb. 6, 1952) and Elizabeth succeeded to the throne.
Her coronation, on June 2, 1953, was the first to be televised. Queen Elizabeth II is the 40th monarch (King or
Queen) since William the Conqueror obtained the crown of England in 1066.
Northern Territory’s last execution at Fannie Bay Gaol. The 2 men, who were executed on that day, committed the
murder a Darwin taxi driver and stole his vehicle.
Establishment of Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account Fund to receive royalties from economic activities on
Northern Territory Aboriginal reserves. Royalties of 1.25% of all production was then paod in this account
March, The Rum Jungle Mine, the Commonwealth Government provided funds for setting up a mine and
treatment plant to provide uranium oxide concentrate to the UK-US Combined Development Agency (CDA)
under a contract which ran from 1953 to 1962. The funds were derived from ten years worth of capital provided by
the UK and US governments under the CDA contract. Uranium is also discovered along the headwaters of the
South Alligator River, thirteen small uranium mines operated in the area over next ten years.
The Yuendumu Aboriginal Reserve is now gazetted.

1953 Establishment of the N.T. Commonwealth Welfare Branch, and appointment of H. C. Giese as Director of Welfare.
The Welfare Branch is created under provisions of Welfare Ordinance 1953. N.T. Wards Employment
Ordinance passed. The Welfare Ordinance 1953 registered all but a handfull of the NT's 15,700 'full blood'
Aboriginal people in the N.T. as wards. However, many Aboriginal people on remote stations were not registered as
they did not come under the official purview. The Aboriginals Ordinance (No.2) 1953 extended the definition of
“Aboriginal” and removed references to “half-castes”, releasing people of mixed descent generally from being
subject to special legislation but allowing for the individual declaration of such people as “Aboriginal”.
The new Northern Territory Welfare Ordinance 1953 makes Aboriginal people wards of the government, basically
making Aboriginal adults and children, minors. The ordinance actually becomes effective later in 1957. The Wards
Employment Ordinance required that an employer hold a licence to employ an Aboriginal worker. Furthermore,
Aboriginal workers could only be employed in accordance with the prescribed conditions of employment and
wages. The 1953 legislation also provided for minimum wages and conditions for Northern Territory pastoral
workers. However, the wages were one-fifth the 'white rate', and the rations were less than 35 per cent of the
minimum requirements for white workers.

REMOVAL OF PART – ABORIGINAL CHILDREN

I refer to your instructions of 12th January, 1950, concerning the removal of
part – Aboriginal children from outlying areas to institutions.

The Aboriginals Ordinance 1918 – 1947 gives the Director the following powers :-

“6.-(1.) The Director shall be entitled at any time to undertake the care, custody, or control of
any aboriginal or half – caste if, in his opinion, it is necessary or desirable in the interests of
the aboriginal or half – caste for him to do so, and for that purpose may enter any premise
where the aboriginal or half – caste is or is supposed to be, and may take him into his custody.
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MORE CIVIL RIGHTS - Half - Castes in the North

Darwin, Tuesday. The Administrator of the Northern Territory, Mr. F. J. Wise, said today that half-
castes in the Northern Territory will be granted additional civil rights almost immediately. This is in
accordance with a statement by the Minister for Territories, Mr. P. M. C. Hasluck, some months ago
that full citizenship rights, with certain restrictions, would be granted to half-castes. Mr. Wise said to-
day that Mr. Hasluck was prepared to approve the introduction of amendments to aborigines and liquor
ordinances to "give some relief" to half-castes from restrictions on their civil liberties. Bills would be
introduced at a meeting of the Legislative Council on January 20th.

All half-castes in the Northern Territory come under the aborigine’s ordinance. The law treats
them the same as full blood natives except, that the Director of Native Affairs, at his discretion,
may exempt them from provisions of the ordinance. He may revoke exemptions at will.
Unexempted natives are not allowed to drink alcoholic liquor.

Sydney Morning Herald – Wedensday 24th December 1952

HALF-CASTES IN NORTHERN TERRITORY - APPRECIATE LAW

DARWIN, Sunday. Half-castes yesterday approached the Minister for Territories, Mr Hasluck, on the
Darwin Oval during a football match, and thanked him for legislation which will give them citizenship
rights. The legislation, which came before the Northern Territory Legislative Council as a Government
Bill, was passed unanimously However, it is still subject to the assent of the Governor General, or, in
effect, the approval of the Federal Government. Mr Hasluck was with the Administrator, Mr F. J.
Wise, when the half-castes made their approach during an interval in the game They were the Secretary
of the Half-Caste Progressive Association, Mr B. Damaso and Mr T. Angeles who was representing
the president They were introduced to the Minister by the senior elected members of the N. T.
Legislative Council Mr Matt Luke, Mr. Damaso, in thanking Mr.Hasluck, for the legislation, said that
he would do everything possible to see that half-castes kept their end of the bargain. Mr. Hasluck said
he appreciated the approach of the half castes. The legislation will give full citizenship rights to all half
castes not living as natives or with natives. It also means that no restrictions will apply to half-castes
entering hotels for a drink. Previously, they had to have certificates of exemption from the Aboriginal
Ordinance before being allowed full citizenship, rights.

Canberra Times - Monday 2nd Feb 1953

Namatjira Just Keeps On Painting

Alice Springs, Saturday. Albert Namatjira, aboriginal artist, is out in the bush painting, unaware of a
storm over his works. The Victorian National Art Gallery this week described three water-colour
landscapes submitted by Namatjira as "frightful" and "absolute potboilers." Namatjira's art adviser, Mr.
Rex Battarbee, retorted that the pictures were three of the best he had painted and he could sell them
any day for 7 guineas each. The general opinion among art lovers here is that Namatjira's works will
remain in terrific demand despite the Victorian criticism. One local art collector, Mr. George Simpson,
said: "Namatjira built his reputation on the quality of his work, not on being an aboriginal. "I would
have bought the Namatjiras I own if the painter had been an Eskimo or even if no one had known who
did them," he said.

The Sun Herald - Sunday 15th August 1954

1902 Albert Namatjira is born in
Hermannsburg , Northern Territory. His
language group was – Western Arrernte.

Albert Namatjira died shortly after being
released from gaol in Alice Springs in 1959.

His crime was to give a beer to his adult son,
His punishment 9 months goal at Alice Springs
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1953 Filming of Jedda in N.T. by Director Charles Chauvel, starring N.T. Indigenous actors Robert Tudawalli 1929 -
1967 & Rose Kunoth – Monks. The film is released in January 1955 The world pemier of the movie is at the Star
Picture Theater in Darwin. The film was then released in the USA & UK and retitled Jedda The Uncivilised.
'Tribal Music of Australia' LP, the first commercially available recording of the didgeridoo and field recorded by A.
P. Elkin in Arnhem Land, released by Folkway Records.
The Beswick Aboriginal Reserve is now gazetted.
By means of a Commonwealth Act of Parliament - the Flags Act 1953 - the "British Blue Ensign" the Australian
flag was proclaimed the national flag. Only since then has it had seniority over the Union Jack.

1954 Aboriginal population of the Northern Territory is estimated at 17,163 - non Indigenous population is estimated at
14,810 - 54% of the population is Aboriginal.

1955 Last patients moved from the Channel Island “Leprosarium” to East Arm isolation hospital.
Policy for secondary education for N.T. “part coloured children” in southern schools announced.

1956 Course for N.T. Patrol Officers is instituted at Australian School of Pacific Administration Sydney, N.S.W.
Education of Aboriginals transferred from Commonwealth Office of Education to N.T. Welfare Branch of
Department of Territories.
The Population of Darwin is now approximately 10,000 which included some Indigenous people.

1956 The N.T. Legislative Council unanimously approved an agreement between the Australian Government and an
American /Australian Company Territory Rice Ltd. (TRL), giving sole concessions for 15 years and an option to
lease over 300,000 ha (750,000 acres) of sub coastal plains for growing rice at Fogg Dam and Harrison Dam. The
rice project failed, not just because of the Magpie Geese but for many reasons. From 1954 to 1964 the Territory
Rice Ltd camp was known as Humpty Doo.
The Olympic flame arrives in Darwin for the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games. The first Australian runner is a
Tiwi Island man called Billy Larrakeyah.

1957 The 1953 N.T. Welfare Ordinance is now effective, it was the first Commonwealth law for the governance of
Indigenous people and its long-lasting effects make it a founding document for the Northern Territory. The powers
of the “Chief Protector” over Aboriginal children are now repealed. Most Aboriginal people living in remote
communities in the N.T. are still however wards of the state.
The Federal Council for the Advancement of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders is set up. This group
combines a number of civil rights, church, and Aboriginal welfare organisations. The work of this group plays an
important role in bringing about the 1967 Referendum. The Formation of the NADOC - National Aboriginal Day
Observance Committee. The word Islander is included in 1989.
The first people granted special citizenship were, Albert Namatjira, whose paintings had been internationally
acclaimed, and his wife. At the time, all Aborigines, including the Namatjiras' adult sons, were wards of respective
State or Territory directors responsible for Aboriginal affairs. (Shortly after, another citizenship was granted to
Robert Tudawali, the actor. Within a short time, the lives of the Namatjiras and Tudawali took tragic turns.)

1958 Gazettal of Ayers Rock & Mt Olgas National Park.
1959 Social Services benefits are made available for Aboriginals on the same basis as other members of community. A

new Housing Commission program was established in Darwin. This now allowed for government housing and
accommodation to Aboriginal people from Winnellie, Berrimah and Parap Camps.
Central Australian Indigenous artist Albert Namatjira dies, eight months after being charged and imprisioned for
supplying alcohol to a ward, (his adult son) reigniting investigations into government approaches to Aboriginal
Australians whose citizenship was constrained by Commonwealth legislation.

1960 The Warrabri (Ali Curung) Aboriginal reserve is now gazetted.
The United States of America opens a Space Base at Pine Gap near Alice Springs.

1961 The new Retta Dixon Home for “Half – Caste” children is opened on Bagot road. The home was later partly
destroyed during Cyclone Tracy in December 1974. The Aborigines Inland Missions ceased operating the home in
1980. From 1946 to 1980 one hundered and eighty children were committed as full time residents of RDH. Several
hundered other children were part time residents at RDH until they were either sent to other N.T. institutions,
fostered or adopted interstate.

“We want full citizenship rights. We will not tolerate this Dog License system any longer. At
the rate we are going we may have to consider wether we shouldn’t apply for naturalization
papers and this in our own land”.

Darwin Aboriginal Civil Rights Activist, Mr Jack Mcguinness
Northern Standard 9th March 1951
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1961 Aboriginal population of the Northern Territory is estimated at 19,707- 44% of the population is Aboriginal - non
Indigenous N.T. population is estimated at 24,777. 12,362 live in Darwin – 4648 in Alice Springs – 1368 in Tennant
Creek and 826 in Katherine.
Establishment of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, (Canberra) a statutory body devoted to
Indigenous studies, later re-named the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies.
Indigenous Territorian, unionist, and civil rights activist, Joe McGinness elected first Aboriginal president of
FCAATSI. The Federal Council for the Advancement of Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders.
A 4 year forestry (Cyprus Pine) programme was established on some of the coastal N.T. Aboriginal reserves.

1962 18th June, All eligible Indigenous people are now entitled to enrol and vote, but it is non compulsory for Indigenous
people, 1,338 Indigenous people enrol to vote in the Northern Territory. The Commonwealth Electoral Act 1962,
entitled 'Aboriginal Natives of Australia' to enrol and vote as electors of the Commonwealth (and this applied also to the
Northern Territory, where few of the 44% of the population who were Aboriginal people had previously been able to meet
the property ownership or defence force service requirements).
Original Katherine Gorge National Park (227 km) proclaimed.
The Indonesia-Malaysia confrontation was an intermittent war over the future of the island of Borneo, between
Indonesia and British-backed Malaysia in 1962-1966. It is called "Konfrontasi" in the Indonesian and Malay
languages. During the "Official" period of the confrontation, 23 serving Australians, 114 from other Commonwealth
forces and an estimated 600 Indonesian servicemen died.

1962
to

1972

Vietnam War, Australian support for South Vietnam in the early 1960s was in keeping with the policies of other
nations, particularly the United States, to stem the spread of communism in Europe and Asia. From the time of the
arrival of the first members of the Australian team in 1962 some 50,000 Australians, including ground troops and
air force and navy personnel, served in Vietnam; 520 died as a result of the war and almost 2,400 were wounded.
Because of the National Service many Indigenous young men have to go to Vietnam.

1963 National Conference of Native Welfare Ministers agrees to strategies to assist assimilation of Aboriginal people.
These include the removal of discriminatory legislation and restrictive practices, the incorporation of Aboriginal
people into the economy through welfare measures and education and training and the education of non-
Aboriginal Australians about Aboriginal culture and history. After the conference, all States and Territories
amend their legislation. The conference marks the beginning of modern land rights movement and widespread
awakening by non-Aboriginal Australians to claims for justice by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The
South Australian Premier argues for integration rather than assimilation for Australian Indigeous people.
The Bark Petition from Yirrkala sent to Federal Parliament in Canberra. Aboriginal leaders involved were Gawirri,
Birrkitji, Mungurrawuy, Mawalan, Wandjuki, Dadaymga. In August, a federal parliamentary select committee on
the grievances of Aborigines at Yirrkala on the Gove Peninsula is appointed. From the 1st – 3rd September the
committee visits Yirrkala. Their report is tabled in federal Parliament in October. This event and the later 1965
Victoria River Downs strikes (Wave Hill) is seen by Indigenous Australians as the birth of the land rights
movement. Land rights and equal wages are the main issues of the Aboriginal Wave Hill stockmen’s discontent.
Construction on the Beatrice Hill to Oenpelli road is commenced for development of cattle and mining in the
Alligator Rivers Regions of the Northern Territory.
Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Edinburgh vist the N.T. and tour Alice Springs and Darwin.

1964 BHP and the Church Missionary Society at Groote Eylandt, Northern Territory sign an agreement which provides
a lump sum payments and royalties to Aboriginal traditional owners for use of their land by BHP. Manganese is
now being mined at Groote Eylandt and a new township of Alyangula is to be built.
The Northern Territory Social Welfare Ordinance 1964 replaces the Welfare Ordinance 1953 supposedly putting
Aboriginal people on the same level as other Australians. But the Ward's Employment Ordinance remains in
force leaving Aboriginal people on Christian missions and government settlements, about two-thirds of the
Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory, unequal in employment, wages, vocational training and housing.
Nadjomboli, an Aboriginal artist from the Kakadu region paints last major rock painting at Burrunguy, Kakadu.
RAAF Bloodhound surface to air missiles (SAMs) deployed to Darwin (Lee Point) in 1964. It was not only the
Indonesian hostility towards Malaysia that was of grave concern, but the Indonesian Air Force had been violating
Australian airspace by overflying Darwin and penetrating well south over the mainland, all at a time when RAAF
Base Tindal was under construction.

1965 Licensing Ordinance amended to remove restraint on Aboriginals obtaining Alcohol. All Indigenous people can
now purchase alcohol like all other Australians.
Aboriginal Stockmen on the Victoria River Downs & New Castle Waters cattle stations are still not being paid
equal wages the same as other station workers. Leases for land are also being sought by the Gurindji people.
Further reforms were made in N.T. Legislative Council, when the Administrator was replaced by an elected Council
President, and in 1968 and when the three non-government nominees were replaced by 3 further elected members.
However, the Commonwealth still held the right of veto. The North Australia Party was formed in 1965.
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1965 Indigenous Territorian, Charles Perkins leads the NSW Freedom Rides with Sydney University Students Union.
The action is to bring attention to the issues of justice and equality for the Indigenous people of Australia.
Northern Territory patrol officers 'bring in' some of the last groups of Aboriginal people - the Pintubi people -
living an independent life in the desert. The Pintubi people are relocated to Papunya and Yuendumu.
July 1965 ' - March 1967: As a result of the Northern Territory Aboriginal Workers' Case the Commonwealth
Arbitration Commission grants equal wages to Indigenous pastoral workers. The cattle industry reacts by phasing
out Indigenous labour and driving Indigenous communities progressively off their properties which are their
traditional lands. Indigenous Australians were excluded from the operation of the Northern Territory Cattle Station
Worker's Award. Their rates of pay and conditions were regulated by an Ordinance. Under the award, the resulting
rates of pay were well below those paid to non-Indigenous stockmen. These full-award wages flowed on to
Aboriginal people employed in government settlements, forestry projects, the armed services and police force. In
the same year the Commonwealth introduces a policy of integration, which 'allows' for the expression of
Aboriginality’.
In the Northern Territory Supreme Court, Frank Ganngu and Elsie Darbuma's application for the return of their
three children, who were taken from the leprosarium at the Oenpelli mission and fostered out, is rejected.
Reconstituted N.T. Legislative Council assembles for the first time, Harry Chan is elected President.
Nhulunbuy township established by the NABALCO Mining Company.

1966 The Australian dollar was introduced on 14th February, not only replacing the Australian pound (distinct from the
pound sterling since 1929) but also introducing a decimal system.
The new Australian one dollar note featured the artwork of Aboriginal Territorian David Malangi, from
Ramingining, 1927 – 1999 (originally without his knowledge - when he became aware of this, he was given
financial compensation and a medal). The payment by the Reserve Bank of Australia to Malangi began issues of
Aboriginal copyright in Australia.
The Commonwealth now extended eligibility for social security benefits to all Indigenous Australians (the
Commonwealth government had extended the entitlement to social security benefits to Indigenous Australians in 1959,
but not those classed as 'nomadic or primitive').
26th August: Victoria River Downs, the Gurindji people walk off the Wave Hill cattle station, and other
Aboriginal people of the Newcastle Waters cattle station strike in support, beginning the successful seven-year
struggle to obtain equal wages and title to their lands.
GEMCO, Groote Eylandt Mining Company establishes Alyangula Township under a 99 year special purpose lease.
Manganese is now being mined at Groote Eylandt.

1967 27th May, Referendum approves changes to Australian Constitution, includes Indigenous people in the National
Census, and for the Commonwealth to have responsibility for Indigenous people in the 6 States. This ends
constitutional discrimination and all Indigenous people are now counted in the national census. It also means that
the Federal Government can now legislate for Indigenous people in the states and share the responsibility for
Indigenous affairs with state governments. The first census which included Indigenous people is not until 1971. The
commonwealth creates the new departments, Council of Aboriginal Affairs and the Office of Aboriginal Affairs,
1967–72

1968 Kormillda College: The Northern Territory Commonweath Government acquired the property from QANTAS to
create a post primary hostel and boarding school for Indigenous children from isolated locations. By early 1968
many of the buildings were renovated, repainted and converted into classrooms or bedrooms. The property had
become Kormilda College. Initial enrolment totalled 121 students from 27 Territory Aboriginal communities,
pastoral stations and missions.
The Gove Land Rights Case is started in the N.T. Supreme Court. Milirrpum v Nabalco Pty Ltd & The
Commonwealth. Dadayanga Roy Marika OBE 1931 – 1993 is the one of the senior claimants and spokesman.
North Australian Bauxite and Aluminium Company - Nabalco and the Federal Government sign an agreement
giving Nabalco a 42 year special lease to mine bauxite near Yirrkala in the Arnhem Land reserve. The mining town
of Nhulunbuy is now being constructed by Nabalco to house approximately 5000 people.
Northern Territory Federal Member now has the same voting rights as other Members of the House of
Representatives in Canberra.
Aboriginal pastoral workers are now included in the Northern Territory Cattle Industries Award. The
implementation of the judgement of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission meant the
introduction of equal pay for Aboriginal men working in the pastoral industry. A combination of factors including
equal pay, increasing fencing, road transport and mechanisation led to a large decrease in the number of Aboriginal
people employed and living on pastoral stations during the 1960s and 1970s.

1969 National Aboriginal Sports Foundation is established by commonwealth Minister for Aboriginal Affairs.
The Commonwealth now provided secondary grants to encourage Aboriginal students to stay on at school, which
later became Aboriginal study grants (Abstudy).
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1969 Uranium deposits first located in the East Alligators River Region. The deposits are at Koongarra, Ranger and
Jabiluka.
The Institute for Aboriginal Development Incorporated (IAD) Alice Springs was established by the Uniting
Church to assist community development for Aboriginal people and provide cross-cultural education between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal society.

1970 Some Aboriginal families from Maningrida in the Northern Territory left the community and went back to a
preferred way of life on their Clan estates. These estates were called 'outstations' and later 'homelands'. By 1972
many thousands of Aboriginal people from communities across the Northern Territory had moved back to their
traditional homelands or Clan Estates.
A National Aboriginal delegation goes to New York and presents a statement on Australian Aborigines to the
Office of the UN Secretary-General.

1971 Indigenous Queenslander, Mr Neville Bonner 1922 - 1999 (Liberal Party) becomes the first Indigenous member of
Federal Parliament when he filled a casual Senate vacancy. He is elected on the Liberal Party ticket in
Queensland.
The Larrakia people, traditional owners of Darwin, 'sit-in' at Bagot Road, Darwin as a protest against theft of their
land. spurred by the Gove Land Rights case, and the ever-decreasing reserve land in Darwin, Bobby Secretary led
the Larrakia people and other long-term Indigenous residents of Darwin in a series of protests under the banner of
‘Gwalwa Dariniki’, ‘our land’.The Larrakia have 3 such blockades of Bagot Road during the year.
25th April, Justice Blackburn J. hands down his judgment in Milirrpum v Nabalco Pty Ltd & The Commonwealth
((1971)17 FLR 141) (Gove Land Rights Case). This case upholds the principle of, terra nullius, and provides
impetus to subsequent Federal Governments to develop land rights legislation for the N.T. The Northern Territory
Supreme Court ruled that Aboriginal people did not, under Australian law own the Arnhem Land reserve. This
meant Nabalco could now mine the land.
NT Indigenous artist, Harold Thomas designs the Aboriginal Flag; It was first flown at Victoria Square, Adelaide
on National Aborigines' Day on 12th July 1971. It was used then later at the Tent Embassy in Canberra in 1972.
On 13th August 1971, Darwin became the final capital city to receive television. At 7.15 pm the ABC station ABD6
was officially opened by the ABC Chairman, Sir Robert Madgwick. The first program to air was The Rolf Harris
Show. Commercial television commenced in Darwin on 11th December 1971. At 5. 30 pm NTD 8 broadcast Skippy
(1966-68), followed by Bandstand (1958-72) and An Evening with Burt Bacharach at 7 pm.
Geoffrey Bardon, a schoolteacher in the Aboriginal community of Papunya in the Western Desert, encourages a
group of senior Aboriginal men to paint a mural depicting an important local Dreaming (creation story) on the wall
of the community school. The men go on to create smaller paintings in acrylic on plywood, linoleum, and later art
board and canvas. These works represent the first contemporary Western Desert acrylic paintings, also sometimes
called "dot" paintings because of their distinctive dotted backgrounds. As the popularity, critical acclaim, and sales
of Western Desert paintings grows, other desert communities, such as Yuendumu, Lajamanu, Utopia, and Balgo,
which share a common iconography with Papunya, begin to produce paintings in a similar style.
The Northern Territory, Wards Employment Ordinance is finally repealed.
Fifteen year old Territory Indigenous actor, David Gulpilil, from Ramingining, first major film role in ‘Walkabout’
Directed by Nicholas Roeg.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders people were first included in the 1971 National Census because of the
constitutional change due to the 1967 referendum. Since then, censuses have shown a significant increase in people
identifying as Aborigines and / or Torres Strait Islanders. Total 1971 national census figures of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders 115,953 – Total number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the N.T. 23,381.
23rd October, The final general election for the Legislative Council is held; total enrolment is 25, 338.
Strehlow published his magnum opus – Songs of Central Australia – he estimated that he had witnessed 972
ceremonial acts or 'totemic rites' all performed secretly at locations from which the uninitiated were strictly banned.
The ceremonial acts were photographed and filmed; the accompanying songs were recorded; and the associated
ritual objects were collected along with others from the sacred storehouses.

1972 January to July the 'Aboriginal Embassy' is pitched outside old Parliament House in Canberra, Indigenous people
start demonstrating for land rights & civil rights. The Aboriginal flag is used for the second time.
The creation of the new Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs (D. A. A.) is established.

1973 In February 1973 the Commonwealth Government set up a Royal Commission under Mr Justice Woodward to
inquire into how land rights might be achieved in the Northern Territory.
The new Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs begins a national program to improve the health and
health services to Aboriginal people throughout Australia.
The Interim Central Australian Aboriginal Rights Council establishes Central Australian Aborigines Congress.
Membership fee is 50¢.Congress model for community-controlled health service is presented to the Commonwealth
Minister for Health. Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs funding started at $16,000 pa.
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1973 The Australian Labor Party policy for the 1972 elections included finding an alternative to God Save the Queen.
The ALP won office in that election, and the Whitlam government (1972-75) announced in the Prime Minister's
1973 Australia Day address that a competition would be held under the auspices of the Australia Council for the
Arts to find a new Australian national anthem.
July, Mr Justice Woodward of the Aboriginal Land Commission delivers his first report, showing the way for a
new approach to Aboriginal Land Rights in the Northern Territory. Justice Woodward's first report recommended
that a Central and a Northern Land Council be established in order to present to government the views of
Northern Territory Aboriginal people.
In September the Whitlam Government announced the idea of a National Aboriginal Consultative Committee
(NACC). 41 delegates were elected on the 10th November. The NACC quickly asserted its political muscles during
the two turbulent remaining years of the Whitlam Government, ultimately leading to a major confrontation with
Whitlam Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Jim Cavanagh. Major clashes also occurred between the NACC and
Department of Aboriginal Affairs chief Barry Dexter. The National Aboriginal Consultative Committee was set
up to give advice to the Federal Government on Aboriginal affairs, and to provide Indigenous views on national
Indigenous issues.

1974 A total of 65 schools operated in the Northern Territory for Aboriginal people, 56 by the Commonwealth Welfare
Division, 9 by Missions, 6,181 children, 306 teachers. Dhupuma Aboriginal College commences in North East
Arnhem Land.
On April 8th 1974, opinion polls were held by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, and the government announced
that henceforth Advance Australia Fair was to be Australia's anthem, but with God Save The Queen to be played
when (British) royalty was present.
Arnhemland missions (communities) gain fully elected Councils and measure of self government. Yirrkala,
Galiwinku, Millingimbi, Minjilang and Warruwi.
14th July, National Aborigines Day, there are Australia wide strikes and marches by Aboriginal people.
Alice Springs receives first ABC television transmissions.
The Katherine based Kalano Association was established as an Aboriginal resource centre to address land,
housing, transport and health issues for Indigenous people in Katherine region.
The Gough Whitlam led federal Labor government formed a joint committee of Federal Parliament to consider the
establishment of a Legislative Assembly in the Northern Territory and as a response, the Legislative Council was
abolished to make way for a fully elected Legislative Assembly, which held its first election in 1974.
Policy of Self Determination: The new Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs under the Whitlam
Government introduces a policy of self-determination for the Indigenous people of Australia. From this time on an
Aboriginal will be a person defined as such not legislatively but administratively according to three criteria:
1) Self – identification 2) Descent from an Aboriginal Person 3) Community Recognition.

This definition began a new era where aboriginal people defined their collective identity. This is significant because
before this time all policies about Aboriginal people were determined by racial purity.
Health care of Aboriginal Territorians transfers from the Commonwealth to N.T. Health Department.
Aboriginal Hostels Limited is established by the federal government. Aboriginal Hostels Limited is to provide
temporary accommodation services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait in all states and territories.
19th October - First Northern Territory Legislative Assembly General Elections. CLP 17 and 2 Independents.

N.T. Legislative Council is replaced by a fully elected 19 member N.T. Legislative Assembly.
Majority Leader: Dr Goff Letts CLP. Leader of the Opposition: No ALP Elected.

Country Liberal Party officially formed to field candidates in the N.T. Elections. While the Northern Territory
Legislative Assembly was created in 1974, self-government was not granted until 1978. As a result, members of the
executive in the first parliament (1974-1977) and the first eighteen months of the second were known by alternative
titles. While Dr Goff Letts and his successor Paul Everingham were officially known as Majority Leaders, their
function was effectively the same as that of a Chief Minister from 1978. 1st Indigenous Territorian elected to the
N.T. Legislative Assembly. Hyacinth Tungutalum, CLP / Arafura. 1974 to 1977. Sturt's Desert Rose was made
the Official Flower Emblem of the Northern Territory. Total elector enrolment is 39, 027.
N.T. gets 2 Federal Senators to represent it in federal Parliament, only 3 year terms. Ted Robertson - Australian
Labor Party 1975 – 87 & Bernie Kilgariff - Country Liberal Party 1975 – 1987.
A Commonwealth Act establishes the Aboriginal Land Fund Commission to buy land for Aboriginal corporate
groups. Since then many properties have been acquired throughout Australia. The fund was replaced by the ADC
(Aboriginal Development Commission) in 1980.
Tennant Creek receives first ABC television transmissions.
Justice Woodward’s second and final report on Aboriginal land rights is presented to the Whitlam Government,
recommendations are accepted and Woodward then becomes first Aboriginal Land Commissioner. The interim
Northern and Central Land Councils are now being established by staff from D.A.A.
Jabiru township is now gazetted.
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1974 Cyclone Tracy hits Darwin on Christmas Day with loss of 66 lives, 49,000 people live in Darwin. At least 70% of
homes either demolished or badly damaged. Natural vegetation around Darwin is laid bare. The evacuation airlift
began on Boxing Day, 26 December, less than 48 hours after the cyclone had struck, and over the next six days
more than 25,000 people were evacuated to southern cities. The entire RAAF transport fleet was involved in the
airlift of supplies into Darwin, and the airlift out of 9,678 people who were evacuated by military aircraft.

1975 The first refugees from Timor 272 East Timor refugees (mainly Portuguese) arrive in Darwin aboard the ship
MACDILI. Australia accepted about 2500 East Timorese fleeing the civil war of 1975
11th June, Commonwealth Racial Discrimination Act comes into force.
16th August, Gurindji People of Dagaragu receive control of a 1250 square mile pastoral lease.
By 1975 Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs offices had been established in all the states and only
Queensland had not yet transferred to the department all major responsibilities for Aboriginal policy and
administration.
The Commonwealth’s Fox report is commenced on the Ranger Uranium and Environmental Inquiry to examine the
effects of mining on Aboriginal people in the Kakadu region.
Yirara College was established initially in 1975 as a government secondary residential college, funded under the
federal welfare program, specifically for traditionally oriented Aboriginal students normally residing in isolated
communities in the central Australian region.
The Australian Governor-General Sir John Kerr sacked the elected government of Gough Whitlam on November
11, 1975. The Malcolm Fraser-led Opposition in the Senate blocked the supply bills. While neither side would back
down, Fraser and the Senate rejecting the budget the first time ever, unless an election was held and Whitlam
refusing to have the Senate dictate the timing of an election, it came to a deadlock. The Governor-General stepped
in and sacked the Prime Minister.

1976 March 18th A thousand Aboriginal people march in Alice Springs for land rights and the Land Councils. The
march knocks the wind out of Northern Territory administration claims that the Aboriginal people don't support
land rights. People travel hundreds of miles from Daguragu in the north-west and Ernabella in South Australia in a
stunning demonstration of Aboriginal support. It is a turning point that makes non-Aboriginal people realise that the
land rights issue is here to stay. Following the march, an Aboriginal deputation led by Wenten Rubuntja
campaigns for land rights across the country, culminating in a meeting with Prime Minister Fraser in Canberra. Mr
Rubuntja carries a tjuringa (sacred object) to the meeting as a symbol of authority.
National Census, Total national figures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 160,915 – Total number of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the N.T. 23,751.
Ti Tree Station was sold to the Aboriginal Land Fund Commission in 1976 and became a subject of a land claim
on behalf of the local Aboriginal people.
Aboriginal Benefits Trust Account Advisory Committee established under ALRA 1976 N.T. to advise the
Aboriginal Affairs Minister in connection with making payments out of the Trust Account.
North Australia Railway line, Darwin to Larrimah was closed in 1976.
Passing of the N.T. Aboriginal Land Rights Act Legislation. The Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory)
Act 1976 was eventually passed by the Fraser Government on the 16th of December 1976 and began operation on
the following Australia Day (26th January 1977). The Northern and Central Land Councils are now fully
established under the NT Aboriginal Land Rights act. The Act specified a 20-year period for claims to be lodged, to
be closed in 1997.
In first claim under the Act, Justice Fox, who ran the Ranger Uranium and Environmental inquiry, recommends
that traditional owners in the Alligator River region be granted land. Mining and tourism wil continue to operate in
the area.

1977 In May, Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Ian Viner announced the creation of a new Aboriginal advisory body, the
National Aboriginal Conference. The NAC is an elected national body of 36 Indigenous members throughout
Australia. The primary role of NAC is to advise the Aboriginal Affairs Minister on their regions and the views of
the Indigenous people in those regions.

13th August - Northern Territory General Elections. ALP 6 - CLP 12 - IND 1.
Majority Leader: Paul Everingham CLP / Leader of the Opposition: John Isaacs ALP.

Neville Perkins elected to the NT Legislative Assembly ALP/MacDonnell. 1977 - 1981
'Wandjuk Marika in Port Moresby' EP released by Larrakin Records, the first studio recording of an Aboriginal
didgeridoo player. Mr Marika is from Yirrkala in North East Arnhem Land.
The first Aboriginal Land Claim hearing to Crown land at Borroloola commences.
The Fraser Government held a plebiscite, the National Song Poll, on 21st May 1977. Advance Australia Fair -
4,415,642 - 65% Waltzing Matilda - 2,353,617 - 35% Total - 6,769,259.
Second ranger Uranium environmental enquiry (Fox Report Released)
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1977 Indigenous Territory actor, Tom E. Lewis, first major film role in Chant of Jimmy Blacksmith. Directed by Fred
Schepisi and based on the Booker Prize-nominated novel of the same name by Thomas Keneally. The novel is
based on the life of bushranger Jimmy Governor.
The first pilot Community Development Employment Program (Type of Work for the Dole) is established at
the Barunga Community (Bamyili) to created employment for local people. CDEP is eventually rolled out to all
major remote communities that have over 8,000 Indigenous people in both urban and remote areas working for the
dole in 2000.
A successful constitutional referendum is held to enable Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory
electors to vote in constitutional referendums; s. 128 of the Constitution is altered accordingly.

1978 Ayers Rock & Mt Olga is proclaimed a National Park, the park is renamed Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park.
July 1st Northern Territory Self Government.

Chief Minister: Paul Everingham CLP / Leader of the Opposition: John Isaacs ALP.
This followed 67 years of federal administration, and 50 years of government by South Australia. But because the
N.T. it is not a State, the degree of self-government is limited. The Federal Government has kept control of several
areas usually run by a State Governments. These include Aboriginal land Rights and Aboriginal affairs,
uranium mining, and industrial relations. However, the Northern Territory is regarded as a State for financial
dealings between the State and Federal Governments.
The Northern Territory Flag was flown for the first time at the ceremony in Darwin on 1st July 1978 which marked
the grant of self-government to the Northern Territory. The flag-raising ceremony was held on the Esplanade,
overlooking Darwin Harbour, and was acknowledged with a 19-gun salute from HMAS Derwent. The flag was
designed by Robert Ingpen, a Victorian illustrator.
The Jawoyn people lodge a claim under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 over lands
including Katherine Gorge National Park.
Galarrwuy Yunupingu AM (born 30th June 1948) is a community leader from N E Arnhem land. He has been
involved in the fight for Land Rights throughout his career. He was named the 1978 Australian of the Year.
Aboriginal Land Rights N.T. Act 1976, Titles to 249,013 Square kilometres of land handed back to
representatives of the Aboriginal Land Trusts. Amoonguna, Arnhemland, Tiwi Islands, Beswick, Daly River,
Delissaville, Haasts Bluff, Jay Creek, Hooker Creek, Lake Mackay, Larrakia, Petermann, Santa Teresa, Wagait,
Warrabri, Woolwonga and Yuendumu.
April 3rd the inaugural meeting of the National Aboriginal Conference (NAC) took place in Canberra. The
meeting was opened by PM Malcolm Fraser and was chaired by government appointee Lois O'Donoghue. N.T.
NAC representatives were Mr Willy Clayton, Mr Don Weiebenanga and Mr Vince Forrester.
The Northern Territory Aboriginal Sacred Sites Ordinance, instituting prosecution for trespass and desecration of
Aboriginal sites, is passed.
A special gathering on Bathurst Island attended by the then Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Ian Viner instituted the
Tiwi Land Council on 7th September l978 following the Gazettal of the new Land Council in Special Gazette No
S 162 of 18th August 1978.
First local Government elections held in Tennant Creek and Katherine.
3rd November, the Northern Land Council and Commonwealth Government signed the Ranger uranium mining
agreement.
The German Stern Magazine buys the story and photos from Ted Strehlow; secret-sacred photographs were used
to illustrate a story about Strehlow and the Arrernte, which Stern also sold to other publishers. The Australian
People Magazine was among the buyers and, in the issue dated 3rd August 1978, it published a piece titled 'Secrets
of the Arandas' The article ran the familiar twin lines about Strehlow's heroic collecting and the demise of
Arrernte culture, and was illustrated with scenes from a secret men's ritual.
22nd December the Administrator of the N.T. makes regulations under the Town Planning Act (NT), which were
notified in the Gazette of 29 December 1978. By these regulations the NT Government declares Cox Peninsula a
portion of the town of Darwin (the expansion of the town from 142.4 km2 to 4,350 km2 makes it about 3 times the
size of Greater London). The townships of Katherine, Tennant Creek and Alice Springs are similarly expanded.
Section 3 of the Aboriginal Land Rights (NT) Act excludes 'land within a town' from claims under the Act.

1979 20th March. Consolidated ALRA claim for entire area west of Darwin, is lodged by the Northern Land Council. The
claim includes various Islands and reefs to the west of the Cox Peninsula, Bynoe Harbour, Port Patterson, and the
Cox Peninsula itself. This consolidated claim is what became known as the 'Kenbi Land Claim'. The original
claimants, 7 named members of the Danggalaba clan, are replaced by 3 groups of Larrakia and Wagaitj people.
Jabiru new township established by JTDA, Jabiru Town Development Authority. The cost of the construction
of Jabiru township, are shared between Energy Resources Australia and both the Northern Territory &
Commonwealth governments.
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1979 Tangentyere Council (Alice Spring Town Camps) began operating in the early 1970s and was first incorporated in
1979.
The National Aboriginal Conference calls for a Treaty for Indigenous peoples of Australia.
Uranium mining starts at Nabarlek in N. W. Arnhem land and Ranger in Kakadu. Kakadu National Park was
first declared in 1979.
N.T. government assumes responsibility for N.T. Indigenous health and education from the commonwealth
government.

1980 The new satillite city of Palmerston is now established.
Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA) is established in Alice Springs.

7th June Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP 7 – CLP 11 – IND 1
Chief Minister: Paul Everingham CLP / Leader of the Opposition: John Isaacs ALP.

First elections conducted for new Northern Territory Legislative Assembly under Territory self government.
Aboriginal Development Commission is established. On the first of July, Mr Charles Perkins as Chair oversaw the
inauguration of the Aboriginal Development Commission (ADC). The ADC was established by the Aboriginal
Development Act of 1980, to further the social and economic development of Aboriginal people. This it has done
through housing and project / enterprise programmes. It is a successor to the Aboriginal Land Fund Commission
and the Aboriginal Loans Commission.

1981 Cobourg Peninsular Aboriginal Land and Sanctuary act 1981 commenced.
Kakadu National Park was inscribed on the World Heritage List in three stages over eleven years. It is one of the
few sites included on the list for both outstanding cultural and natural universal values: 1981 (Stage1) 1987 (Stage
2) 1992 (Stage 3)
National Census, Total national figures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 159,897 – Total number of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the N.T. 29,088.

1982 Traditional owners of Jabiluka mine site receive deeds to their land Stage 2.Northern Land Council sign an
agreement with the Pan-Continental mining company allowing the company to mine uranium at Jabiluka.

1983 Torres Strait Islander, Mr Eddie Mabo commences proceedings in the High Court of Australia.
Elders at Yuendumu community in Central Australia paint scenes from their traditional creation stories, or
dreaming, on the doors of the local school. Receiving wide critical acclaim in the art world, the creation of the
"Yuendumu doors" becomes an important event in the history of contemporary Aboriginal art.
The Warumpi Band (Papunya N.T.) wrote, recorded and released the first rock song in an Indigenous language
"Jailanguru Pakarnu" (Out From Gaol) in 1983. Original founding members were Sammy and Gordon Butcher, Neil
Murray, George Rrurrambu.
The ALP wins Federal government, and restricts uranium mining to "Three Named Mines" (Narbalek, Ranger in
the NT and Olympic Dam/Roxby Downs in SA) for thirteen years.
Jabiru Township is officially opened.
November, The Commonwealth Government announces that it will transfer the title for Uluru National Park to the
traditional landowners who will then lease the area back to the Australian National Parks and Wildlife Service. This
is an historic decision and is a measure of the willingness of this Government, on behalf of the Australian people, to
recognise the just and legitimate claims of people who have been dispossessed of their land but have never lost their
spiritual attachment to the land. Although the transfer has been on the agenda since 1979, Northern Territory Chief
Minister Paul Everingham claims that his Government was not consulted: 'It came like a bolt out of the blue - I feel
sick in the stomach.' Mr Everingham calls a snap election over the handback decision.

3rd December - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP- 6 CLP- 19
Chief Minister: Paul Everingham CLP / Leader of the Opposition: Bob Collins ALP.

Increase of the number of MLA’s from 19 to 25.
Mr Wesley Lanhupuy elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly ALP / Arnhem. 1983 to 1995

1984 All eligible Indigenous people must now enrol & vote, compulsory for all Australians.
Aboriginal custodians set up a protest camp at Alice Springs Telegraph Station to try and stop the Northern
Territory Government's proposal for a recreation lake that would destroy important sacred sites, including Werlatye
Atherre.
19th April, 1984 (in time for the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics) that Advance Australia Fair finally became
Australia's national anthem, under the Hawke (Labor) government (1983-1991).Advance Australia Fair was to be
played at all official and ceremonial occasions; God Save the Queen became the "royal anthem", to be played
when the Queen or members of the Royal Family are present.
In September a Northern Territory Aboriginal Land Inquiry is established by the Federal Government. Prime
Minister Hawke announces the removal of Aboriginal peoples' limited right to say 'yes' or 'no' to mining on
Aboriginal land in the Northern Territory in the context of 'Uniform Land Rights'.
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1984 Indigenous promotion, Charles Perkins became the first Indigenous person to head a Commonwealth department.
He was appointed Secretary of the Department of Aboriginal Affairs.
The National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Award (NATSIAA) is one of the most prestigious art
awards in Australia. Established in 1984 by the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, and awarded
annually, it is sponsored by Telstra, so it is now commonly known as the Telstra Award. First Prize is $1000.00

1985 In the 'Come to Canberra Campaign' joint Aboriginal Land Councils from the Northern Territory and the States
go to Parliament House, Canberra to protest against the proposed changes to the Aboriginal Land Rights Act of the
Northern Territory and the inadequate provisions in Bob Hawke's visions of 'Uniform National Land Rights'.
June, The first Barunga Sports and Cultural Festival is opened by Prime Minister Bob Hawke.
Land Rights News becomes a fully-fledged periodical newspaper jointly published by the Central, Northern and
Tiwi Land Councils. The newspaper replaces the old Central Australian Land Rights News and a similar NLC
newsletter.
26th October, Hand back of Uluru, Governor-General Sir Ninian Stephen formally handed to Pitjantjatjara
traditional owners the title deeds to the Uluru area. The arrangement required a lease-back to the Federal National
Parks and Wildlife Service and joint management by members of the local Mutitjulu community and the service.

1986 Pope John Paul II visits Alice Springs and makes a public statement saying 'There is a need for a just and proper
settlement (with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people) that still lies unachieved in Australia.'
National Census figures for the N.T. the total is 154,000 - Darwin 72,000, Alice Springs 22,800.
Release date April 30th, Crocodile Dundee is a 1986 Australian comedy film set in the Australian Outback. It stars
Paul Hogan and Linda Kozlowski Segments of the film are shot in the Kakadu National Park. The film runs for a
full 12 months at the Darwin Cinema.
Formation of the Indigenous band Yothu Yindi from north-east Arnhem Land, Northern Territory.
December, the 1,500 Klm Amadeus Basin to Darwin natural gas pipeline is completed.

1987 7th March - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP-6 CLP-16 IND-3
Chief Minister: Stephen Hatton CLP / Leader of the Opposition: Terry Smith ALP.

Stanley Tipiloura elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly ALP / Arafura 1987 to 1992
Commonwealth Aboriginal Affairs Minister Gerry Hand presents to the Federal Parliament the statement
Foundations for the Future, aimed at progressing of the idea of a “Compact” with Indigenous Australians.
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park was inscribed on the World Heritage List in two stages, initially for its
outstanding universal natural values and then for its outstanding universal cultural values:
A Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody begins throughout Australia. The Royal Commission was
set up to investigate the deaths of 99 Aborigines in police custody. It found that while Aborigines were locked up
at 29 times the rate of the general population, their death rate in custody was the same as that of white prisoners. It
found no evidence of deaths as a direct result of violence by custodial officers. However, it made 339
recommendations designed to improve the conditions in which many Aborigines live, including comprehensive land
rights and with greater emphasis on self-determination and an acceleration of reconciliation.

1988 Imparja Television Company receives the first TV Broadcasting license issued to an Aboriginal organisation.
National Protest in Sydney. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders from around Australia converge on Sydney for
protest on 26th January. 1988 is a year of celebration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander survival. Northern,
Central and Tiwi Land Councils send one hundred council members to show Australians that Indigenous people
and their culture has survived and is still alive in the N.T. after 200 years of European colonization.
The Aboriginal Memorial, an installation of 200 painted hollow log coffins, one for each year of European
colonization, is created by Aboriginal artists from Ramingining in North East Arnhem Land to mark the Australian
bicentennial.
Easter floods in Alice Springs cost the lives of 3 people and property damage is estimated at 3.5 million.
June, The Barunga Statement by the combined N.T. Aboriginal Land Councils is presented to Prime Minister Bob
Hawke at the Barunga Sports & Cultural Festival.

1989 The Word “Islander” is added to National Aboriginal Day Observance Committee to make it NAIDOC.
Ownership of Nitmiluk returned to Jawoyn elders and Jawoyn people negotiated the establishment of joint
management of Nitmiluk (Katherine Gorge) National Park with the Northern Territory Government.

1990 27th October - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP-9 CLP-14 IND-2
Chief Minister: Marshall Perron CLP / Leader of the Opposition: Terry Smith ALP.

Department of Aboriginal Affairs and Aboriginal Development Commission are abolished to create the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission ( ATSIC ) First elections are held to elect regional councillors
members and commissioners. ATSIC's structure comprised: An elected arm of Indigenous representatives,
consisting of 35 Regional Councils around Australia and a National Board of Commissioners led by an elected
Chairperson; and an administration headed by a Chief Executive Officer (CEO).
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1991 Febuary, Royal Commission into Aboriginal deaths in custody presents its report and recommendations to the
Federal Parliament. After two years of intensive hearings and investigations the Royal Commission into Aboriginal
Deaths in Custody releases its National Report. The report contains 339 recommendations in five volumes and
addresses underlying issues including the dispossession of Aboriginal land and culture, and Aboriginal exclusion
from economic benefits. The Commission supports the granting of Aboriginal land rights Australia-wide and
Aboriginal people's right to control access and development of their land.
The Commonwealth Parliament voted unanimously to establish the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation and a
formal reconciliation process.
In late June, the federal government banned mining at Coronation Hill in the N.T. and placed the area in the
Kakadu National Park. The decision was the culmination of an ongoing national debate pitting such issues as
Aboriginal land rights and protection of sacred sites and the environment against the economic benefits of resources
development.
The Anindilyakwa Land Council is formed to represent the traditional landowners of Groote and Bickerton
Islands. These islands had been part of the Northern Land Council region but Aboriginal Affairs Minister Robert
Tickner decided to establish a separate land council following a plebiscite (local vote).
The Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation Act passes through Federal Parliament with cross-party support, the new
Council is now officially formed.
A national Indigenous newspaper, the Koori Mail is first published it has aimed to publish Australia's deadliest
Indigenous newspaper. Every fortnight it prints news, images and views of particular interest to Aborigines and
Torres Strait Island people, and non-Indigenous people interested in Indigenous affairs.

1992 Indigenous Territorian, Maurice Rioli is elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly ALP / Arafura 1992 to 2001.
Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs invokes the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Act to protect
women's sites near Alice Springs, threatened by a dam proposed by the Northern Territory Government.
An Adelaide auction room offered for sale some 260 Aboriginal artefacts (including secret-sacred material)
allegedly belonging to Carl Strehlow (Ted and Kathy's son). The material had an extraordinary asking price of some
$6.5 million, but was impounded under South Australian heritage legislation.
15 year old Torres Strait Islander, Bernard Namok designs the Torres Strait Islander flag. The design of the Flag
was the winning entry in a competition organised by the Island Coordinating Council. The Flag was adopted in May
1992 during the Torres Strait Islands Cultural Festival.
Prime Minister Keating's Redfern Speech (Sydney) acknowledged past wrongs against the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait People. The address, in which he says “There is one thing today we cannot imagine. We cannot imagine that
the descendants of people whose genius and resilience maintained a culture here through 50 000 years or more,
through cataclysmic changes to the climate and environment, and who then survived two centuries of dispossession
and abuse, will be denied their place in the modern Australian nation.”
The Mabo decision was handed down by the full bench of the High Court of Australia on the 3rd of June 1992, after
protracted proceedings in Queensland courts concerning Indigenous rights in the Torres Straits. In handing down
their decisions on the matter in favour of the islanders the judges concerned indicated that the legal points on which
they based their views applied equally to the situation of Indigenous people on the Australian mainland and thus the
"native title era" was born. The decision includes the words, the “majority of the Court held that the common law
of Australia recognises a form of native title; where those people have maintained their connection with the land;
and where the title has not been extinguished by acts of Imperial, Colonial, State, Territory or Commonwealth
government.”

1993 The Keating Government introduced the Native Title Act to deal with the implications of the Mabo decision. The
Native Title Act 1993 set forward procedures for dealing with Native Title claims and retrospectively validated the
interests of non-indigenous land holders. In an historic compromise, indigenous groups accepted this validation
process in exchange for guaranteed rights to negotiate.
Mandawuy Yunupingu, singer & songwriter for the Yothu Yindi band, named Australian of the Year.
Official name of the Uluru National Park changed to - Uluru -Kata Tjuta National Park .
Arnhem Land bark painter George Milpurrurru of Ramingining (1938–1998) becomes the first Aboriginal artist
honoured with a solo exhibition at the National Gallery of Australia.
The High Court of Australia rules in the Mabo case that native title exists over particular types of lands, and that
Australia was never Terra Nullius (empty land).
AFL Football Club Collingwood, the President Allan McAlister made his infamous remark about how
Aboriginal people were welcome at the football club as long as they conducted themselves like white people. By
way of reparation, Collingwood would play an off-season match against an Aboriginal all-star team in Darwin.

1994 The Commonwealth Native Title Act 1993 becomes law on 1st of January.
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1994 First Aboriginal All – Stars game in Darwin. Indigenous football legends Bill Dempsey, Syd Jackson, Barry
Cable and Maurice Rioli were entrusted to assemble an AFL-standard all-Aboriginal football team to take on the
might of Collingwood. The All – Stars defeated Collingwood 13.10 (88) to 10.8 (68).
The 1994 Aboriginal All-Stars squad were:
Adam Kerinaiua, Shane Cable, Warren Campbell, Jason Cockatoo, Michael Rotumah, Shane Tongerie, Derek
Kickett, Dennis Dunn, Matthew Ah Mat, Gilbert McAdam, Russell Jeffrey, Darryl White, Jason Jones, Clinton
Wolf, Joe Smith, Wayne Hogan, Chris Lewis, Willie Rioli, Fabian Francis, Michael McLean (captain), Troy Ugle,
David Skuta, Dale Kickett, Jamie Lawson.

4th June - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP – 7 CLP – 17 IND – 1
Chief Minister: Marshall Perron CLP. Leader of the Opposition: Brian Ede ALP

The new Northern Territory Parliament House is officially opened. The foundation stone was laid by the then
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, the Honourable Nick Dondas, MLA, on 2nd August 1990 and the building was
officially opened by the then Governor-General of Australia, the Honourable Bill Hayden, AC, on 18th August
1994.
3rd – 6th October, Going Home Conference in Darwin. Stolen generations representatives from every State and
Territory met to share experiences, and expose the history of the removal of Aboriginal children from their families
and the effects of this policy on Aboriginal people. Several hundered people attend the conference at Kormilda
College.
The Australian Football League releases a new code of conduct on racism which receives strong endorsement from
the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation. Indigenous players Nicky Winmar (ST Kilda) and Michael Long
(Essingdon) draw attention to racial vilification in sport.
The Croker Island case – Yarmirr v Commonwealth Croker Island sea rights claim is lodged in the federal court
under Native title. The Croker Island applicants are the Mandilarri-Ildugij, Mangalara, Murran, Gadura-Minaga and
Ngaynjaharr peoples, Mary Magulagi Yarmirr, is spokeperson and senior claimant.

1995 Indigenous Territorian, John Ah kit elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly ALP / Arnhem. He becomes the first
Northern Territory Indigenous politician to hold ministerial portfolios. 1995 to 2005.
The Aboriginal Flag and the Torres Strait Islander Flag were appointed official flags of Australia. While mainly
seen as a gesture of reconciliation, this recognition caused a small amount of controversy at the time, with then
opposition leader John Howard describing it as divisive. Some indigenous people, such as the flag's designer
Harold Thomas, felt that the government was appropriating their flag, saying it "doesn't need any more
recognition".
A multi-lateral agreement between the Northern Territory Government, the Australian Government and ATSIC
established the Indigenous Housing Authority of the Northern Territory (IHANT). This organisation aims to
increase housing availability and reduce overcrowding by developing policy and allocating of funding.

1996 12th January, The first comprehensive Native Title claim over a capital city and surrounding areas was announced
in Darwin on this day by the Larrakia people. The claim was made over undeveloped Crown land in the Darwin
and Palmerston region, including beaches, public reserves, mangroves, creeks and nature reserves.
The Northern Territory Legislative Assembly passed legislation on Feb. 21st legalising euthanasia for terminally
ill adults under strict conditions. The Territory legislation was later to be overturned by a conscience vote in the
Commonwealth parliament.
The Jawoyn people are handed back title to the former Gimbat station, north east of Katherine, including the
controversial Coronation Hill area, by Robert Tickner, Minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs.
The land is immediately leased to the Commonwealth for 82 years, the area to be included in Kakadu National
Park.
25th May, National Sorry Day - a day for organisations to apologies for the removal of Aboriginal children from
their families. A chance for all Australians to recognise the pain thousands of Aboriginal people went through. The
first 'Sorry Day' is marked by hundreds of activities around the country. The Australian Federal Government
does not take part in 'Sorry Day', saying people who removed Aboriginal children thought they were doing the
right thing and people now should not have to say sorry for what people did in the past.
26th May, The 700-page report of the 'Stolen Children' National Inquiry 'Bringing them home', was tabled in
Federal Parliament.
Northern Territory Government pass mandatory sentencing laws which affected particularly Indigenous youths.
The mandatory sentencing for property offences law was introduced in the N.T. by then CLP chief minister Shane
Stone. Under its provisions, an adult first offender for property offences received 14 days' imprisonment, three
months for a second offence and 12 months for the third offence. Juveniles received 28 days for a first offence,
although magistrates had the option of diverting young people into a non-custodial alternative at the first offence
stage.
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1996 26 – 28th May, Australian Reconciliation Convention. Many of conference delegates turn their backs on the Prime
Minister John Howard as he addresses the conference.
September, the Jawoyn people in the Katherine region of the Northern Territory sign on to the largest single
commercial deal in Australian history involving Aboriginal interests. The signing is a major expansion of
Aboriginal involvement in the Pegasus - Mt Todd Gold Mine.
Mr Gatjil Djerrkura from North East Arnhem Land is elected as the National Chairperson of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission (ASTIC) he holds the position from 1996-2000.
Territorian, Nova Peris was the first Indigenous Australian to win a gold medal at the Olympic Games. She is
also one of a very few athletes who have represented their country in two different sports at separate Olympic
Games. In 1996 in Atlanta she was a member of the gold medal winning Hockeyroos team. In 2000 at the Sydney
Olympics, she made it to the semi finals of the 400 meters track and field event.
The Wik decision was handed down by the High Court of Australia on 23rd December 1996.Wik focused on the
situation concerning pastoral leases in Queensland, but provided guidance concerning other types of title. The
fundamental question at stake was whether the granting of a pastoral lease necessarily extinguished native title.

1997 30th August - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP – 7 CLP – 18
Chief Minister: Shane Stone CLP / Leader of the Opposition: Maggie Hickey ALP

1997 On 28th April. PM John Howard announced legislation of a 10-point native title plan in order to clarify land
tenure. This followed the High Courts Wik judgment of December 1996, overturning the assertion that pastoral
leases automatically extinguish native title. The court ruled that pastoral leases and native title could coexist on the
same land.
20th May, a Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission report called for an official apology by the federal
government for an early policy which removed thousands of Aboriginal children from their parents (known as the
Stolen Generations). On 28th May PM Howard said he felt deep sorrow but asserted that the Australians of this
generation should not be required to accept guilt or blame for past actions over which they had no control.
First Indigenous “Reconciliation Sea of Hands” Canberra. The Sea of Hands was originally conceived in 1997 as a
creative way of symbolising opposition to the Federal Government's proposals to amend the Native Title Act to
restrict Indigenous native title rights. The first Sea of Hands was held on the 12th October 1997. 70,000 coloured
plastic hands, each one carrying one signature from the Citizen's Statement, were installed in front of Parliament
House in Canberra. Highlights of the event were speeches by Mrs Typingoompa, the Wik traditional owner who
danced in front of the High Court following the Court's Wik decision and Camilla Cowley, a non-Indigenous
pastoralist from Queensland who embraced the concept of coexistence rather than extinguishment of native title. Six
weeks later the Sea of Hands returned to Parliament House, this time with 120,000 hands, to launch a blueprint for a
coexistence approach to native title.

1998 Early on 24th January 1998, Tropical Cyclone “Les” developed over the Gulf of Carpentaria and then moved
westward, accompanied by winds gusting to 170km/h. As it made landfall, it weakened into a rain depression,
which drifted west towards Katherine on 25-26 January. Rain began to fall in Katherine on the afternoon of the
25th, settled into a steady and heavy downpour, and continued virtually without a break until the early afternoon of
the 27th. In three days (up to the 28th), about 400-500mm of rain drenched significant areas of the Katherine, Roper
and Daly River catchments. Such rainfall amounts falling over catchments already saturated from heavy rain earlier
in the month had a dramatic impact. By the 27th the Katherine River had risen to more than 20 metres - the largest
flood in Katherine’s history, eclipsing the previous record (set in 1957) by 0.7 metres. Two metres of muddy water
covered the main street, and the whole central business district was inundated.
The Constitutional Convention held in Canberra over two weeks in February 1998 resulted in the adoption of a
model for an Australian Republic that was to be presented to the electorate at a referendum in November 1999.
Reeves report, Building on Land Rights for the Next Generation: presented to the Federal Minister of Aboriginal
Torres Strait Islander Affairs, Senator John Herron. Reeves recommendeds that the Northern and Central Land
Councils be broken down into 16 regional councils; that the system of permits for outsiders visiting Aboriginal land
be replaced by trespass laws and that the N.T. Government be allowed to take Aboriginal land for public purposes.
Northern Territory Statehood Referendum - 44,702 yes / 48,241 no / informal 1,068 Total 94,011
The Howard government, with the support of Tasmanian independent Senator Harradine, amended the Native Title
Act in a manner which makes it much harder for Indigenous groups to register claims, and which transfers
extensive control of the operation of the Act from the Commonwealth Governments to the States. In so doing it
allows the states to unilaterally extinguish Native Title to lands held under a wide range of categories.
September, “Indigenous Reconciliation Sea of Hands” at Uluru in Central Australia.
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1999 Nearly 3000 people pass through the Jabiluka Blockade camp, carrying out non-violent direct actions against the
Jabiluka uranium mine lease in Kakadu National Park and raising the profile of the issue. In a federal court ruling,
the Mirrar Aboriginal people lost a 20-year campaign to block uranium mining on their traditional land at
Jabiluka. The UN World Heritage Committee also tried to suspend construction of the mine for a further
environmental impact report but their proposal was rejected by the federal government on 1st Dec.
More of the Strehlow Collection was placed for auction by Carl Strehlow in 1999 and some of this also found its
way to the Strehlow Research Centre. More significantly, the majority of secret-sacred objects originally offered for
sale in Adelaide were purchased by the Central Land Council for repatriation to their rightful owners according to
Aboriginal Law.
Inaugural Garma Festival in Gove, Northern Territory. The Garma Festival is run by the Yothu Yindi foundation
and provides a meeting place to share different ideas and values. The Garma Festival is a celebration of the Yolngu
cultural inheritance. The Garma ceremony is aimed at sharing knowledge and culture, and opening people’s hearts
to the message of the land at Gulkula. A place to reflect on the integration of western science and traditional
knowledge in finding solutions to manage land and sea.
Aden Ridgeway joined the Australian Democrats in 1990 and was elected as a Democrat Senator for NSW in
October 1998. He entered the Senate as Australia's only Indigenous Federal politician in July 1999. He was
Australian Democrats' Deputy Leader from April 2001 till October 2002 - the nation's first Indigenous politician
to hold a Federal political leadership position. Completed his term as Federal Senator 2005.
Established on 1 July 1999 by the Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education Act 1999, the Institute
formerly Batchelor College is controlled and run by Indigenous Australians and specialises in working with
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students from across Australia, and especially remote communities, to develop
an Indigenous approach to mainstream disciplines and careers.
August 1999, The Northern Territory Department of Education released its report Learning Lessons - An
independent review of indigenous education in the Northern Territory (The Collins Report). The report found
substantial evidence of long-term systemic failure to address low attendance by indigenous school students and
lower levels of literacy and numeracy skills amongst indigenous children.
At a Federal Referendum on November 6, Australians voted 55% No to 45% Yes against a proposed model to
make the Australian Nation a Republic. All of the Australian six states and the N.T. voted No, only the in the
Australian Capital Territory was it a Yes vote.

2000 22nd March, the N.T. produced feature movie about three N.T. Indigenous young men Yolngu Boy is released,
directed by Stephen Johnson.
Sunday 28th May, People's Walk for Reconciliation, 25,000 walk for reconciliation in Hobart, 350,000 walk for
reconciliation in Melbourne and Perth, 50,000 people walk for reconciliation in Brisbane, 250,000 walk for
reconciliation in Sydney.
A test case for 700 claimants in the federal court, "The Stolen Generation." In Gunner and Cubillo v The
Commonwealth, the applicants accused the Commonwealth of wrongly taking them away from their families as
children and placing them in institutions in the Northern Territory in the 1940s and 1950s. The claims made by Mrs
Lorna Cubillo and Mr Peter Gunner were separate, but they were heard together by Justice O'Loughlin. The trial
took place over fourteen months. The Court ultimately found the Commonwealth was not liable for what happened
to the applicants.
15th December, After 21 years, three hearings before the Full Bench of the Federal Court, three before the High
Court, and two before the Land Commissioner, Aboriginal Land Commissioner Peter Gray recommended that the
Kenbi land claim, lodged in 1979, be decided in favour of the Larrakia people. The final decision rests with
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs Senator John Herron. Chief Minister of the time, Denis Burke, opposed the
proposal to return the 600 square kilometres of land to the Larrakia People and appealed the Land Commissioner's
decision. The Northern Territory Government's appeal was ultimately withdrawn in 2002 with the election of the
Martin Labor Government.
Central Australian Aboriginal elder Mary Margaret Turner OAM gives a video tape to Queen Elizabeth II in
Alice Springs about the current social issues of Indigenous people.

2001 3rd August, one hundred 'long grassers' (homeless people) in Darwin protested outside the NT Parliament House
and occupied the Darwin City Council building. The long grass people are telling how they are being discriminated
against, and harassed by the N.T. Government and its legislation, Night Patrol, the Darwin City Council and both
the Conservation and Housing Commissions.

“We know we cannot live in the past but the past lives in us”

Charles Perkins, 1936 – 2000
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2001 18th August - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP – 13 CLP – 10 – IND – 2
Chief Minister: Clare Martin ALP / Leader of the Opposition: Denis Burke CLP.

4 Indigenous Territorians elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly.
John Ah Kit, ALP / Arnhem, Elliot Mc Adam, ALP / Barkley, Marion Scrymgour, ALP / Arafura and Matthew
Bonson, ALP / Millner. The Country Liberal Party after 27 years of government loses to the Australian Labor
Party. Clare Martin becomes the first female and ALP Chief Minister of the NT.
Northern Territory now has 2 Federal House of Representatives seats in Parliament, Solomon & Lingiari. The
seats are held by - ALP Warren Snowden (Lingiari) and CLP Dave Tollner (Solomon)
At the end of its legislative term, the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation established Reconciliation Australia
as the non-government, not-for-profit foundation to continue the national focus for reconciliation between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians.
The newly elected Northern Territory Australian Labor Party Government overturns the controversial Northern
Territory mandatory sentencing laws.
The Yeperenye Festival, Alice Springs was the largest Indigenous festival ever stage in Australia. Over 25,000
people and 40 Indigenous nations. The program celebrated the first Aboriginal federation of over 1,000 generations.
The Croker Island Sea Rights Claim, The judgement brought down in October 2001 was that non-exclusive sea
rights be granted; there was an unchallenged finding of fact that traditional laws and customs were and are observed
in relation to the claimed area. However, it was found that Aboriginal sea rights cannot preclude the right of
innocent passage or navigation and the public right to fish (High Court 2001b:19). It is in this sense that the rights
are non-exclusive.
National Census establishes national Indigenous population at 458,500. The N. T. Indigenous Population is now
56,900.
24th October, new Labor Chief Minister Clare Martin’s apology to the Northern Territory Stolen Generations.
Denis Burke, the former CLP chief minister defeated by Martin in the August election and now the leader of the
opposition, called the apology “a sham and a deception”. A number of those in the public gallery, including
Aboriginal activist Maurie Ryan-Japarte, turned their backs on Burke during his speech.

2002 The National Indigenous Times (NIT) is an Indigenous Australian affairs newspaper first published on February
27th It was set up by Owen Carriage, the founder of the Koori Mail, and a group of other Australians, both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous.
The Bali bombing on 12th October injured many Australians who were then evacuated to Darwin. The first patients
arrived at the Royal Darwin Hospital (RDH) 26 hours after the blasts. RDH staff assessed and resuscitated
61 patients. A total of 202 people were killed, 164 of whom were foreign nationals, and 38 Indonesian citizens. A
further 209 people were injured in the 2 blasts. 88 of the people who died were Australians.
The Central Australian Congress prepares a paper showing the number of Indigenous women being treated for
domestic assault at the Alice Springs hospital more than doubled from 351 cases in 1999 to about 800 cases in
2002
27th November, The Blue Mud Bay Sea Rights Claim – Gumana v Northern Territory of Australia. Aboriginal
People of North East Arnhem Land lodge a claim under the Native Title Act 1993 over the Blue Mud Bay Area.

2003 March, A Shared Responsibility Agreement (SRA) for Wadeye in the Northern Territory was signed on 21st March
by representatives of the Thamarrurr (the governing body of the community), Senator Amanda Vanstone,
Minister for Family and Community Services, together with the N.T. Chief Minister, Clare Martin. Key priority
areas to be addressed are Women and Families, Youth and Housing and Construction. The agreement reflects the
willingness of the Thamarrurr and the Wadeye community to join forces and work as partners with the Australian
and the Northern Territory Governments.
28th June Wirrpanda family from North East Arnhem Land holds a Wukidi or burial ceremony in the Darwin
Supreme Court Building to liberate the spirit of Dhakiyarr Wirrpanda and to cleanse the spirit of those involved
in his death. Dhakiyarr Wirrpanda vanished 24 hours after his release from Fannie Bay Gaol in 1934.
Alice Springs to Darwin railway line is finally completed on the 17th of September
Jabiluka uranium mine is stopped; the veto is by the traditional landowners – The Mirrar clan. Energy Resources
of Australia (ERA) filled in the Jabiluka site in the Kakadu National Park and promised it would not mine there
without Aboriginal consent.

2004 The first freight train reached Darwin on 17th January 2004. The passenger service of the Ghan first ran from
Adelaide to Alice Springs to Darwin in early February 2004.
The Commonwealth Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination (OIPC) was established on 1st July 2004. It was
then a part of the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs (DIMIA), but is now part of
the Department of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaCSIA). OIPC is responsible for the
national coordination of the whole-of-government approach to the provision of programs and services to Indigenous
Australians.
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2004 28th August, The Inaugural Indigenous Music Awards was held at the Darwin Festival Club. The N.T.
Indigenous Music Awards recognise excellence, dedication, innovation and outstanding contribution to the NT
music industry. The Awards are presented at a special showcase event in August as part of Darwin Festival, and
feature the best Indigenous music talent in the N.T.
24th November, Indigenous Territorian Michael Long walks from Melbourne to Canberra, to talk to Prime Minister
Howard about national Indigenous issues.

2005 The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC) is dismantled. ATSIC was formally abolished
at midnight 24th March, by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Amendment Act 2005 The policy
and coordination role is now the responsibility of the Office of Indigenous Policy Coordination in the Department
of Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs from 27 January 2006.
17th May, Native title issues have been settled over 27 national parks and reserves in the Northern Territory, in
the biggest simultaneous negotiations of Indigenous Land Use Agreements (ILUAs) in Australia. A total of 31
ILUAs will be negotiated paving the way for co-operative planning and co-management between Indigenous groups
and the Northern Territory Government.

18th June - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP – 19 CLP – 4 IND - 2
Chief Minister: Clare Martin ALP / Leader of the Opposition: Dennis Burke CLP.

5 Indigenous Territorians elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly. Elliot Mc Adam, ALP / Barkley, Marion
Scrymgour, ALP / Arafura Matthew Bonson, ALP / Millner, Alison Anderson, ALP / Mc Donnell and Malarndirri
McCarthy, ALP / Arnhem.
The establishment of the National Indigenous Council is a part of the federal government's new arrangements for
Indigenous policy and service delivery which are due to take effect as of 1st July subsequent to the abolition of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC). The NIC will operate as an advisory body to
government through the Ministerial Taskforce on Indigenous Affairs. The NIC was chaired by Magistrate Sue
Gordon, a former ATSIC Commissioner. The federal government has emphasised that the NIC is not a
replacement for ATSIC nor is it a representative body. (all the positions on the NIC are appointed) unlike ATSIC, it
will not be involved in funding proposals or program planning in individual communities or regions.
Energy Resources of Australia (ERA) sign an agreement with the traditional owners of the Jabiluka uranium mine
site, giving them the power to decide if and when the mine will reopen. The company says the agreement has ruled
a line under past conflicts.

2006 February, in an Australian first, petrol sniffing has been made illegal in the Northern Territory. The tough new laws
will mean petrol sniffers can be arrested and the substance they're sniffing seized. But the new laws stop short of
sending sniffers to jail.
April, The Federal Court of Australia decision denied the Larrakia's native title claim on the basis of "failure to
prove continuous connection with the Darwin area". In his reasoning Justice Mansfield argued that there had not
been continuous observance of traditional customs and laws. Justice Mansfield's decision is the subject of an appeal
by the Larrakia and is due to be heard in the Federal Court of Appeal in November 2006.
15th May ABC Lateline obtained a confidential briefing paper written by Dr Nanette Rogers, Crown Prosecutor
for Central Australia. The paper originally intended for only a small number of senior police, details endemic sexual
abuse of Aboriginal children in the Northern Territory.
Release of data, National Census establishes national Indigenous population at 517,000. The N. T. Indigenous
population is now 66,600, 60% of who live in the remote regions of the N.T. Non Indigenous is at 144,100. Total –
N.T. population 210,700.
June, the Australian Government through the auspices of COAG convened the Intergovernmental Summit on
Violence and Child Abuse in Indigenous Communities (the Summit), involving ministers from all States and
Territories. The Australian Government provided $130 million over four years to support an Action Strategy
developed at the Summit, including $40 million for additional police resources in Indigenous communities.
21st June, the controversial ABC Lateline report on the Central Australian Aboriginal community of Mutitjulu is
broadcast.
29th June, Ten Canoes is a 2006 film notable as the first full-length feature made entirely in an Indigenous
Australian languages. It was directed by Rolf de Heer and starred Crusoe Kurddal and Jamie Gulpilil. The title of
the film arose from discussions between de Heer and David Gulpilil about a photograph of ten canoeists poling
across the Arafura Swamp, taken by anthropologist Dr Donald Thomson in 1936. Crusoe Kurddal is from
Maningrida and speaks the Gunwinggu language. The other Indigenous actors are from Ramingining.
July, Traditional owners from the Borroloola Region, the Yanuwa, Guradanji, Garawa, and Mara people,
representing the four language groups from the area, held a meeting in which they expressed united opposition to
the diversion of the McArthur River, Barny Creek and Surprise Creek by the McArthur River mine.
8th August, N.T. Chief Minister, Clare Martin, officially appoints Rex Stephen Leslie Wild QC and Patricia
Anderson to the Northern Territory Board of Inquiry into the Protection of Aboriginal Children from Sexual Abuse.



50

2006 3rd September, Karl Hampton, ALP is elected in seat of Stuart in a by - election, he becomes the 6th Indigenous
MLA for the ALP to be elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly. A total of 25 MLA’s sit in the NT LA.
21st September, Residents of Mutitjulu, the community at the centre of the June 21st Lateline broadcast on sexual
abuse, have lodged a formal complaint with the ABC today, accusing the current affairs flagship of an
“extraordinary attack on the community” that has “continued with a series of self-serving reports and adverse
comments".

2007 March, the Federal Court decision, gave traditional owners at Blue Mud Bay exclusive control of waters between
the high and low water mark on the North East Arnhem Land coast, about 200 kilometers south of Yirrkala.
Attorney-General, Syd Stirling, said that the Territory Government has sought an immediate stay of the court
orders, with the consent of all of the parties involved. The Government will seek to appeal the decision to the High
Court of Australia.
5th April The Larrakia people have lost their bid to overturn last year's Federal Court ruling which rejected their
native title claim over Darwin. A year ago Justice John Mansfield ruled that the Larrakia people had not continued
their traditional laws and customs so could not claim native title over Darwin and its surrounds. Today the full
bench of the Federal Court upheld that ruling and found there was no error in Justice Mansfield's treatment of
evidence or in his conclusion. The Larrakia people started their legal fight 11 years ago and at the time it was the
first native title claim over a capital city.
30th April, the Little Children are Sacred Report by Mr Rex Wild QC and Ms Pat Anderson is delivered with 97
recommendations to the Northern Territory Chief Minister, Clare Martin. 16th June the report is made public.
The Inquiry gathered feedback from 262 meetings with individuals, agencies and organisations, visited 45
communities and received 65 written submissions.
3rd of May, Indigenous ALP Members of the Legislative Assembly, Barbara McCarthy, Alison Anderson and Karl
Hampton, crossed the floor to vote against changes to the legislation and spoke openly against the Mc Arthur
River Mine amendment. They were joined by Independents Lorraine Braham and Gerry Woods, who although in
favor of the mine opposed the amendment as a flawed and unnecessary, when existing legislation could have been
used with removing the rights of the traditional owners. Minister for the Environment, Minister Marion Scrymgour
was absent for the vote. Elliott McAdam, Labor Member for the seat of Barkly, which includes the McArthur River
Region, sided with the other mine supporters to validate the mine authorisation.
3rd of May 2007, The remote N.T. Aboriginal community of Wadeye (pop.2,500) the sixth largest community in the
N.T., lodged a landmark case in the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission alleging that for 30 years,
the Northern Territory and Commonwealth governments have deliberately discriminated against the community by
grossly underfunding their local school. The case - which is being run on behalf of Wadeye (Port Keats) - could
have profound implications on how governments deal with Indigenous communities not just in the Territory, but all
over the country. The allegations stem from a report by Dr John Taylor into spending by the Territory of
Australian Government education funds. The prosecution will be undertaken free of charge by Melbourne law firm,
Arnold Bloch.
21st June, Prime Minister John Howard and Indigenous Affairs Minister Mal Brough hold a press conference
to announce a series of reforms directed at Indigenous communities in the Northern Territory. The Prime Minister
calls the situation "akin to a national emergency".
27th June, Representatives from the Federal Government, police and the military converged on the community of
Mutitjulu to talk about the Prime Minister John Howard's intervention plan on child sexual abuse.
July, N.T. Federal Intervention into Aboriginal Communities is established by the Howard Government. The $587
million package came into effect with the passage of the Northern Territory National Emergency Response Act
2007 by the Australian Parliament in August 2007.
National Indigenous Television is launched. The NITV first CEO is Indigenous Territorian, Patricia Turner.

2007 Indigenous N.T. artist from Papunya Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri (1933 - 21 June 2002) was considered one of
the most collected and renowned Australian Aboriginal artists. His paintings are held in many galleries and
collections, Australian and worldwide. The artist's majestic painting Warlugulong (previously bought by the
Commonwealth Bank for just $1200) was auctioned by Sothebys on July 24, 2007. Pre-auction, the work was
expected to make art history as the most expensive Aboriginal canvas at auction. The work was tipped to fetch up
to $2.5 million AUD, more than double the then-record for Aboriginal art at auction. The work in fact sold for $2.4
million and the day after the auction it was revealed that the National Gallery of Australia was the buyer.

"This report follows more than a dozen or so reports over the last 30 years which have
illuminated the often appalling conditions in which First Australians live and the toll that
that takes on their health, their well-being and, often, their ability to survive."

Prime Minister, Kevin Rudd, when in Opposition noted, - The Little Children Are Sacred
Report 2007:
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2007 15th August, Alice Springs, more than 300 people demonstrated outside the Northern Territory Taskforce
headquarters and the office of the N.T. Chief Minister Clare Martin, burning a copy of the Federal Intervention
legislation.
7th August, The Howard Government introduced the three emergency response Bills into the Parliament to give
effect to key NTER measures. The Bills were passed by the Parliament on 17 August 2007 after being referred to
the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee. No amendments were made to the Bills during their
passage through the Parliament. The Bills received Royal Assent on 17 August 2007.1) Deployment of additional
police to affected communities
2) New restrictions on alcohol and kava
3) A ban on pornography
4) Compulsory acquisition of townships currently held under the title provisions of the Native Title Act 1993
through five year leases with compensation on a basis other than just terms. (The number of settlements involved
remains unclear.)
5) Suspension of the Aboriginal permit system
6) Quarantining of a proportion of welfare benefits to all recipients in the designated communities and of all
benefits of those who neglect their children
7) The abolition of the Community Development Employment Program (CDEP)
20th August, Closing The Gap (Northern Territory Government’s Response to Anderson / Wild Report and
Indigenous Generational Plan) The Northern Territory Government has announced a package to tackle
Indigenous disadvantage. $286 million has been committed and 223 additional positions created over the next 5
years to implement the first stage of its 20 year Indigenous Generational Plan Closing the Gap. The plan addresses
all 97 recommendations of the Anderson/Wild Report into Child Sexual Abuse in Indigenous Communities.
30th August, The 99-year lease agreement over Nguiu was agreed to by the Tiwi Land Trust (on behalf of
traditional owners of Nguiu) and the Executive Director of Township Leasing (on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government) on. It followed a Memorandum of Understanding between the parties in May 2007. The lease is
granted under section 19A of the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 (Cth). The section was part
of an amendment to the ALRA Act introduced in August 2006.
September, the Northern Territory and Australian Government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for
Indigenous Housing Accommodation and Related Services. A key aspect of the MOU is that the N.T. Government
will take over the responsibility for the delivery of essential and municipal services to Aboriginal outstations
(Homelands) from 1st July 2008.
14th September, The National Aboriginal Alliance (NAA) forms in Alice Springs as a response to the intervention
of the government into the Northern Territory. It describes itself as completely independent of government and
committed to Aboriginal people's right to self-determination. The spokesperson for the NAA is Indigenous
Territorian, Olga Haven.
Alcohol Restrictions for the Northern Territory. From Saturday 15th September 2007, it will be an offence to
drink, possess, supply or transport alcohol in prescribed areas in the Northern Territory. Prescribed areas include:
freehold land held by a Land Trust under the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976
other Aboriginal communities described as Northern Territory Community Living Areas; and areas declared as
prescribed areas by the Minister for Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (including all ‘town
camps’)
The alcohol ban is an important part of the Australian Government Emergency Response to protect Aboriginal
children in the Northern Territory. When you purchase $100 or more worth of alcohol or more than 5 litres of
cask or two 2- litre containers of wine in a single take away transaction, licensees are required to sight proof of your
identity.
Note: Most of the Indigenous major communities and home land communities are already alcohol free or have
restrictions on alcohol by order of their own local councils and community elders.

The pornography restrictions came into effect on 14th September:
17th September, compulsory income management is imposed by the Federal Government through Centrelink on
all individuals living in all N.T. Indigenous remote communities, homelands and urban town camps. The roll out of
income management is to be completed by April 2008.
Funding for the 30 N.T. CDEP organisations ceased due to recommendations from the N.T. Federal Intervention.
Darwin 27th September, "Walk for Strong Communities" as a follow-up and show of solidarity against the
Federal Intervention. The walk is from Raintree Park to the Mindil Beach Markets.

2007 November, Marion Scrymgour becomes the first Indigenous Deputy Chief Minister for the Northern Territory.
2008 8th January, Marion Scrymgour becomes acting Chief Minister, the first Indigenous person to lead an Australian

Political Party and a Government. Scrymgour holds these positions for several weeks.
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2008 15th January, The National Indigenous Council is officially abolished by the new Rudd Government, with Federal
Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin saying a new body will oversee Indigenous issues.
21st January Katherine alcohol restrictions come into force. Drinking alcohol in public areas inside the town
boundaries is prohibited. It does not include the BBQ area of the Katherine Low Level Crossing Reserve between
7.30am and 7.30pm or private premises.
Takeaway sales only between:
2pm and 8pm Weekdays -12 noon and 8pm Saturdays and public holidays - 2pm and 8pm Sundays – Hotels only

No cask wine or fortified wine sales in containers larger than 2 litres. Cask and fortified wine sales between 2pm
and 6pm only. No purchased takeaway products to be kept on premises within an ‘on licence’ for later collection.
No drive through takeaway sales to taxi / minibus drivers on duty.
Indigenous N.T. Politician Elliott McAdam stands down as Minister for Local Government. Mc Adam states he
will not stand as a candidate the next N.T. elections in 2008.

2008 12th February, A delegation of Aboriginal people from Central Australia joined with people from all around the
country for the opening of Federal Parliament. The nationally organised “Convergence on Canberra” is calling for
an immediate review of the N.T. Intervention, restoration of the Racial Discrimination Act, Aboriginal control of
Aboriginal affairs, as well as implementation of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous peoples. Organiser
Barbara Shaw from Alice Springs said “We have to stand up for human rights. We have to roll back the
Intervention and reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act”.
Wednesday 13th February. The new Australian Labor Prime Minister Kevin Rudd says “Sorry” to the Indigenous
stolen generations on behalf of Federal Parliament of Australia. Thousands attend the Federal Parliament in
Canberra to witness the speeches by the prime minister and the leader of the Federal Opposition; millions more
watch the event on national television.
11th April, Federal Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin announced that 750 new homes to be built in remote
N.T. Aboriginal communities, another 230 will be built to replace those houses being demolished and a further 2500
houses to be upgraded. The total costs over 4 years for the federal government is $547 million and a further $100
million from the N.T. government.
April, N.T. Indigenous artist Tommy Watson wins an out of court settlement against the Red Sands Art Gallery.
Mr Watson, will receive $300,000 for 41 paintings he sold in 2005 for $70,000, he will also have 5 of his painting
returned to the Irrunytju Arts Centre near the N.T. – W.A. border. The 41 paintings by Mr Watson are now valued
at $860,000.
The Government suspended the unfinished program of CDEP closures and announced it will reform and replace
CDEP with an improved version. On the April 30th the Australian Government announced that it will reinstate
those CDEP’s closed by the former federal government and continue with the CDEP program in its current form
until new measures are put in place in July 2009. Prior to 1st July 2007, there were approximately 8,000 people in
the N.T. participating in the Community Development Employment Program.
20th May, The first agreement for 40-year leases over Aboriginal townships has been signed in the Northern
Territory. Three remote communities on Groote Eylandt in the Gulf of Carpentaria will hand over their land in
exchange for more than $25 million in health, housing and education initiatives. It is a watered down version of the
Howard government's controversial 99-year lease proposal to stimulate economic development in Indigenous
communities. Nguiu, on the Tiwi Islands, is the only community to sign up to the 99 year lease scheme. Federal
Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin has flagged rolling out the modified scheme in Aboriginal communities
across Australia. Under today's historic regional partnership agreement, Ms Macklin said the Federal and N.T.
governments would provide more than $25 million to build 26 new houses and improve education outcomes at the 3
Groote Eylandt Aboriginal communities.

2008 26th June, The Aboriginal town camps of Alice Springs will hand over control of housing and essential services to
the Commonwealth government for the next 40 years. In a $50 million deal with Canberra, Tangentyere Council
has voted unanimously in favour of the landmark agreement. The 19 town camps, rejected the Howard
government's $60 million offer for a 99-year lease. The new Federal Labor government has offered a $50 million
housing boost, with an immediate $5.3 million transitional payment.
1st July, 11 N.T. Shires & Councils to replace the 63 Local Government Councils. The N.T. has now only four
Municiple Councils that of Darwin, Palmerston, Alice Springs and Katherine.

"There’s legislation that’s been enacted supposedly to improve the well-being of people in remote
communities, to improve their human rights, to remove disadvantage, and yet the same legislation has
taken away their right, their human right, to complain about unfair treatment".

Tony Fitzgerald, Northern Territory Anti-Discrimination Commissioner,
The Guardian, 3rd September 2008
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2008 The Northern Territory Government assumed responsibility from the commonwealth for 400 Aboriginal
outstations (Homeland communities) on the 1st July, and a review of the services being provided is now underway.
The first stage of the report is expected to be released in February 2009, before an audit of population and
infrastructure gets underway in March.
30th July, Gumana v Northern Territory of Australia - Blue Mud Bay Sea Rights, High Court decision is upheld.
This decision applies to the intertidal zone of over 80% of the Northern Territory coastline, and also to tidal rivers
overlying Aboriginal land. This issue has been raised by traditional owners since the Woodward Royal Commission
in 1973, and has been raised in the Courts since the Croker Island case which was lodged in 1994.

9th August - Northern Territory Legislative Assembly Elections. ALP – 13 CLP – 11 IND - 1
Chief Minister: Paul Henderson ALP / Leader of the Opposition: Terry Mills CLP.

5 Indigenous Territorians elected to the N.T. Legislative Assembly. Marion Scrymgour, ALP / Arafura, Alison
Anderson, ALP / Mc Donnell, Malarndirri McCarthy, ALP / Arnhem, Karl Hampton, ALP / Stuart, Adam
Giles, CLP / Braitling. *All of the 4 Indigenous ALP MLAs now have Ministerial Portfolios.
13th October, Federal N.T. Intervention Review. A report into the intervention into Northern Territory Aboriginal
communities has recommended the intervention continue, but with major changes. The report says the intervention
has produced positives and negatives for Aboriginal communities, but clearly states the intervention should
continue. The review also recommended scrapping of the compulsory quarantining of welfare money for food and
essential items for most people in the communities. The biggest criticism of the intervention surrounds the
suspension of racial discrimination laws.
18th October, "A Northern Territory health clinic yesterday won a Federal Court fight to keep medical records of
young Aboriginal teenage pregnancies, Implanon use and STD infections secret from an emergency intervention
investigation."
The first Councillors, Mayors and Presidents for the Territory’s new Shires & Councils to be elected. Saturday 25th

October, Shire elections for Barkly, Central Desert, East Arnhem, MacDonnell, Roper Gulf, Tiwi Islands, Victoria
Daly, Wagait, West Arnhem, Coomalie CG Council and Litchfield Council.
29th October, Hand back of the Devils Marbles to traditional owners. A land claim was lodged over Karlu Karlu
(Devils Marbles) by the Warumungu people 28 years ago, but was thrown out by the High Court after a protracted
legal battle. The Northern Territory Labor Government decided after its election win in 2001 to negotiate with
traditional owners and land councils for the return of numerous national parks and cultural sites. The Devil's
Marbles, together with 1119sqkm of nearby land at the proposed Davenport Murchison Range National Park, are
the first two of 27 sites to be handed back to traditional owners after a deal was reached in 2003 between the
Central Land Council, on behalf of traditional owners, and the Territory Government. Land trusts will now hold
freehold title for the Devil's Marbles, but will lease the site back to the Territory Government for 99 years. The site
will be managed by traditional owners and Northern Territory Parks.
31st October, The military's role in the federal intervention into Northern Territory Aboriginal communities is
coming to an end. More than 600 Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel were sent in to provide logistical
support for the intervention, launched by the Howard government last June. They were drawn from the Navy, Air
Force and Army, including 400 soldiers from the Army's North West Mobile Force, of NORFORCE.
17th November, Australia's Race Discrimination Commissioner Tom Calma, says bilingual teaching is one of few
success stories in the recent history of Northern Territory education. Mr Calma says the Northern Territory
Government is ill-advised to implement restrictions on traditional language teaching in bilingual schools. The new
policy starts at the beginning of the 2009 school year and states the first four hours of the school day must be
taught in English.
4th December, A Labor-dominated Federal Senate inquiry has rejected claims that successive Northern Territory
governments have misspent billions of dollars in Commonwealth money by not allocating enough to Aboriginal
services. Coalition Senators forced the Government to hold the inquiry following claims by the N.T. Council of
Social Services that N.T. Governments haven't allocated a fair percentage of money they get from the
Commonwealth to services for disadvantaged people, particularly Aborigines.

2008 17th December, Mc Arthur River Mine Court Case. Traditional owners from the Borroloola region are celebrating a
Federal Court win to stop the Mc Arthur river being diverted to allow the expansion of the McArthur River zinc
mine.

2009 26th January, The National Australian of the year is Indigenous Territorian, Professor Mick Dobson. The Northern
Territory’s Australian of the Year is Indigenous singer, songwriter & musician Geoffrey Gurrumul Yunupingu.

"If the federal government had retained sole responsibislty for Aboriginal matters or given
sole responsibilty to the Territory, either of those solutions I believe would have been better."

Paul Everingham, Former N.T. Chief Minister 1977 – 1984, ABC 3rd January 2009
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2009 30th January, The longest running land claim - ALRA 1976, over 65,000 hectares on the Cox Peninsula west of
Darwin, may be settled, ending a 30 year struggle by traditional owners for rights to prime land on Darwin's
doorstep. The Northern Territory government and traditional owners on Friday announced they had reached an in-
principle agreement over 65,000 hectares of land on the Cox Peninsula, west of Darwin. Under the agreement,
almost 13,000 hectares - including the entire northern coastline - will be converted to freehold to allow for the
development of homes and industry. The rest of the land, about 52,000 hectares, will be designated Aboriginal land
for the Larrakia people, who won the Kenbi land claim in 2000.
2nd February, Aboriginal people from central Australia are set to complain to the United Nations about the Federal
intervention into Indigenous communities. Alice Springs town camp and remote community residents have asked
human rights lawyer George Newhouse to take their case to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. Mr Newhouse is working with with former Federal Court judge Ron Merkel QC on the case.
2nd February, High Court ruling, the majority of judges found that an amendment to the Aboriginal Land Rights
Act allowing the Commonwealth to take five-year leases over land, communities and town camps was valid. They
found, however, that there were grounds for Aboriginal Land Councils to ask for "just terms" compensation. The
case was launched by senior members of the Dhukurrdji clan, challenging the validity of the 5 year lease over the
Maningrida community in Arnhem Land.
9th February, Australia's highest-ranked Indigenous politician, Marion Scrymgour, has announced she is standing
down from all ministerial duties for health reasons. Ms Scrymgour will remain the Member for Arafura, but will no
longer be in charge of any portfolio. She has resigned as Deputy Chief Minister citing ongoing health issues.
28th February, Traditional owners in the N.T. Kakadu region have decided to continue a ban on mining at the $5
billion Koongarra uranium deposit. The French company Areva wants to mine 14,000 tonnes of uranium at the
site that is surrounded by Kakadu National Park. The lucrative deposit sits three kilometres from Nourlangie Rock
- a sacred art site and major tourist attraction. Representatives of traditional owners, the Northern Land Council,
Areva and the Territory and Federal governments met in Jabiru and Cooinda this week to discuss the future of the
deposit. Traditional owners decided mining should not go ahead at the site. By law the matter can be revisited, but
the NLC says it has been told by traditional owner Jeffrey Lee that he never wants to discuss the company's
proposal again. The Land Council also says Mr Lee is still keen for the site to be incorporated into Kakadu.
2nd March, The Federal Government has named Mike Zissler the new head of the Northern Territory emergency
response initiative. The former chief executive of the A.C.T. Department of Territory and Municipal Services
replaces Dave Chalmers, who finished up last week. The Government has also announced the creation of the new
role of coordinator-general, to cut through red tape and deliver services faster.
6th March, The Federal Government will continue funding the legal aspects of the Northern Territory intervention
for another three years. Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin has confirmed that the Government will pay for
anti-alcohol and anti-pornography measures until 2012. She says it will also continue funding for the Australian
Crime Commission's specialist task force on child abuse.
9th March, A spokeswoman for the Commonwealth Ombudsman's office says it has received about 600 complaints
about the federal intervention and other Indigenous programs since its Northern Territory office opened more than a
year ago. Tarina Russell says some of the main concerns are income management, basics cards, school nutrition
programs, housing and a community development employment program. The Commonwealth Ombudsman's office
is visiting Alice Springs town camps and surrounding communities this week to deal with complaints.
3rd April, Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin says the Government's support for the United Nations
Declaration of the Rights of the Indigenous Peoples will "reset" the relationship between Indigenous and non-
Indigenous Australians. The Government has officially adopted the declaration at a ceremony in Parliament House,
reversing the decision of the previous Government who voted against it in 2007. The declaration, which was signed
by all but four countries, contains 46 articles which outline Indigenous people's rights in international law, but it is
not legally binding and cannot override domestic law.
21st May, The Federal Government will introduce legislation in October to reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act
in the Northern Territory, but it will maintain income management and alcohol and pornography restrictions in
Aboriginal communities. The act was suspended in the Northern Territory in mid-2007 to allow for the federal
intervention to take place. Since then, Indigenous welfare recipients in the Northern Territory have had their welfare
payments quarantined, while alcohol and pornography have been banned in most Aboriginal communities.

2009 24th May, The Northern Territory Government has refocussed remote funding to build 20 of the largest Aboriginal
communities into regular towns. Laynhapuy Homelands Association says the government has ignored the wishes
of Indigenous people who want to continue living in small clan-based communities. Association chief executive
Yananymul Mununggurr says Indigenous people moved back to the homelands to escape problems that will now
resurface. "People will start moving out from their homelands and that is going to create another big problem," she
said. "There will be petrol sniffing, there will be alcohol, there will be more gambling there." The Northern
Territory Government says it consulted widely with residents of outstations before the policy was released.



55

2009 25th May, The Northern Territory Film Samson & Delilah won the Camera D'or for best first film at Cannes.
Based on his own experiences and observations, Indigenous writer /director Warwick Thornton tells the story of
two Central Australian Indigenous teenagers.
4th June, Marion Scrymgour, becomes the first Indigenous politician to be an Independent Member of the NT
Legislative Assembly. She said could no longer be part of the Labor Party. The party holds a one-seat majority in
Parliament, but her decision to become an Independent could give her and the only other Independent Member,
Gerry Wood, the balance of power. Ms Scrymgour had threatened to quit the party on Monday because of concerns
over the Government's new policy on funding for Aboriginal homelands. But following a caucus meeting yesterday,
Ms Scrymgour stood side by side with the Chief Minister, Paul Henderson, and said she would continue to work
with the Labor Party. Today, a signed letter from Ms Scrymgour was sent to constituents in her electorate of
Arafura. "I have told the Chief Minister that I can no longer be part of this Government," the letter states.
12th June, A significant amount of land is to be handed back to Aboriginal people in Central Australia today. Six
parks around Alice Springs, including Trephina Gorge, Chambers Pillar and Ndhala Gorge, will be handed back
to their traditional owners under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act. The land will become Aboriginal land and will be
jointly managed in association with Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife. By default, the land will now be subject
to the Northern Territory Emergency Response legislation and possibly subject to alcohol prohibition. Exemptions
from that legislation have been made in the past in areas like Uluru and Kakadu. The Central Land Council is in
consultation with traditional owners as to which areas will remain dry.
12th June, The Northern Land Council (NLC) says Indigenous people living in homelands have a deep mistrust of
the Northern Territory Government because of its outstations policy. Copies of the policy were burnt in protest at
Yilpara in N.E. Arnhemland yesterday, while hundreds of people including the new Independent MLA Marion
Scrymgour watched on. Under the policy, funding to Aboriginal outstations will be frozen and the NLC has voted
unanimously to oppose it.
28th July, Northern Territory Indigenous Policy Minister, Alison Anderson, has been on leave since threatening to
resign last week, but she is planning to attend today's Cabinet meeting. Ms Anderson was furious when she was
briefed that up 70 per cent of the $672 million Strategic Indigenous Housing and Infrastructure Program, which is
meant to deliver Indigenous housing to remote areas in the Northern Territory, is being sucked up by indirect costs
like consultants' and administrative fees.
4th August, The Northern Territory Government is in crisis after confirmation its Indigenous Policy Minister, Ms
Alison Anderson, is resigning from the Labor Party. Speaking on commercial radio station 8HA in Alice Springs
this morning, Ms Anderson said she had "absolutely" lost confidence in the Henderson Government. She said she
would listen to constituents to decide whether to support a no confidence motion against the Government, which
could see it fall from power if she and an independent were to back it. A former member of the Northern Territory
Government Ms Marion Scrymgour, who quit the Labor Party several months ago, has announced she will rejoin
the party following today's resignation of Ms Alison Anderson. With Ms Scrymgour back in Labor, the ALP now
has 12 seats; the Country Liberals have 11, with independents, Mr Gerry Wood and Ms Anderson holding
the balance of power.
27th August, The United Nations says Australia is breaching its international human rights obligations by
continuing the Northern Territory intervention. The UN's special rapporteur on human rights and fundamental
freedoms of Indigenous people, Professor James Anaya, says the intervention is also discriminatory and has urged
the Government to reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act. Professor Anaya has just completed a 10-day fact-
finding mission of Aboriginal communities across the country. He has described the intervention as an
extraordinary measure which infringes on the rights and self-determination of Indigenous people.

2009 27th August, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner Tom Calma delivered the final
report of the Steering Committee for the creation of a new national representative body for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to the Government. The long awaited report - Our future in our hands - Creating a
sustainable National Representative Body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples - outlines a proposed
model for a new national representative body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, which was designed
and developed from 12 months of intensive consultations with Indigenous peoples.

“The Commonwealth left the Northern Territory with a capital works backlog, with an
inadequate system of health, education and welfare, and I don't think the Northern Territory
has ever been able to catch up”.

Fred Chaney, former Federal Aboriginal Affairs Minister 1978 – 1980, ABC Radio 2nd

January 2009
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2009 1st September, The SIHIP Report - Indigenous communities that did not secure signed contracts for new houses
will have to have more discussions with the Northern Territory Government because of forced changes to the
Strategic Indigenous Housing and Infrastructure Program. The report has found the Federal and Territory
Governments underestimated the cost of building houses in remote areas under the $672 million program. But the
Government insists it will be able to build 750 new homes, rebuild 230 houses and refurbish 2,500 properties by
providing money for parts of the program from other government coffers. The Chief Minister, Paul Henderson,
confirmed contracts signed in the Tiwi Islands, Groote Eylandt and Tennant Creek will stand. However, houses
promised for other communities, but not signed-off on, will be dealt with individually. “We have contracts in place
for three of those communities,” Mr Henderson said. “We will deliver on those contracts with those communities
and negotiate with the rest of the communities on a contract-by-contract basis over the life of the project.”
22nd September, Traditional owners have rejected a request to make drinking alcohol legal at some of central
Australia's most popular tourist destinations. In June, the deeds to nine parks and reserves in central Australia were
handed back to their traditional owners. The handback means the areas, including Ndhala, Trephina and Arltunga,
are now Aboriginal land and come under Northern Territory Emergency Response legislation, making drinking
alcohol illegal. The Northern Territory Government has applied for exemptions to allow tourists to drink on the
land. But in a letter to the Federal Government, the owners rejected the application, citing safety concerns and a
desire to keep the parks alcohol free. The federal Indigenous Affairs Minister, Jenny Macklin, says she will work
through the issue with the Northern Territory Government.
23rd November, A new report accuses the Federal Government of deliberately ignoring the views of Aboriginal
people on the Northern Territory Intervention. It concludes that the Government's "consultation" sessions were a
sham, which offered the communities no choice on the intervention's future. Former prime minister Malcolm
Fraser launched the report which is co-authored by former chief justice of the Family Court Professor
Alastair Nicholson. The "Will They Be Heard" report has been put together by a community group called
Concerned Australians. Professor Nicholson says he and his fellow researchers reached their conclusions after
watching video footage of three government consultations in the Northern Territory that took place in the
communities of Utopia, Bagot and Ampilatwatja. "What you see is extremely articulate Aboriginal people who are
expressing enormous concerns about the fact that they're being singled out as alcoholics, pornographers and so on
and they're saying 'look, what about the problems in the rest of the white community? Why are we being singled out
in this way?'," he said.
25th November, A deal has been struck to drop a native title claim over a town within the Kakadu National Park.
The Mirarr people's claim over the town of Jabiru is one of the longest running claim's in the Northern
Territory. Jabiru was founded for the ranger uranium mine. Under the deal, the claim will be dropped if the Mirarr
get ownership recognition of the township area through the Northern Territory Aboriginal Land Rights Act. That
means the town of Jabiru will become Aboriginal freehold land and will be leased back to Commonwealth for 99
years. Under the deal there will be no change to the town or the Kakadu National Park. But the plan needs to pass
the Senate and the Mirarr people will not formally drop the native title claim until that happens.
26th November, Alice Springs town camp residents have lost their case against a Federal Government plan to
impose new lease agreements on their land. About 3000 people live in town camps on the outskirts of Alice
Springs. The Government said it would compulsorily acquire the town camp land if residents did not sign new 40-
year leases in exchange for the promise of housing upgrades. Lawyers for the residents argued the land is owned by
Aboriginal people and the Government should not be able to alienate their interest in the land.
27th Nomber, A report into Aboriginal homelessness in Darwin has found at least 2000 Indigenous people live on
Darwin's streets but that number can reach up to 5000 during certain times of year. The Larrakia Nation
Aboriginal Corporation's report, "Being undesirable: law, health and life in Darwin's long grass", is being released
today. The group's Ilana Eldridge says an increase in the number of people leaving their communities and the lack
of affordable accommodation has exacerbated the problem. "We suspect that it is much more than 2000 and we
could be talking up to 4000 to sometimes 5000, depending on seasonal variations and what's going on in the bush,"
Ms Eldridge said.

2009 28th November, Reconciliation Australia has described the Federal Government's amendments to the Northern
Territory Emergency Response legislation as "a step in the right direction" Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny
Macklin moved towards starting to reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act this week and introduced a range of
special measures that keep five year leases and restrictions on alcohol and pornography. The group's Fred Chaney
says it will be challenging for the Government to bring the Act back. Mr Chaney says the Federal Government
needs to look at how to better communicate with Indigenous communities. Reconciliation Australia says it does not
support welfare quarantining as social policy but says it recognises anecdotal evidence some families - and children
- have benefited from the measure. Mr Chaney says the Federal Government's move towards income
management for the whole community is fairer than the previous system that just targeted Aboriginal
people. He says he hopes there will eventually be changes so that in future welfare quarantining will only apply to
people who really need it.
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2009 30th November, Country Liberals Senator Nigel Scullion says Commonwealth figures show the Northern
Territory Government is neglecting to spend hundreds of millions of dollars that have been allocated to the
Territory's most disadvantaged. Mr Scullion says the latest Commonwealth Grant Commission figures show the
Government spent half the amount it was given for services in Indigenous communities and a quarter of what it was
given for homelessness. A Senate inquiry was held into the issue last year after previous figures showed similar
spending. That inquiry cleared the Government of acting illegally but Senator Scullion says the ongoing trend
proves the Government's priorities are wrong. "There is a clear trend that the Territory Government doesn't want to
do anything about disadvantage," he said. The Government has not responded directly to the claims but says half of
its expenditure goes to Indigenous services. It classes prisons as Indigenous spending because a high percentage
of people in gaol are Indigenous.
8th December, The manager of the consortium cleaning up Alice Springs town camps says camp residents will be
employed to help build new houses. Alan McGill from the Territory Alliance says town camp residents who have
been receiving building training through Tangentyere Employment Services will be used when the construction of
new houses starts next year. However, the alliance is still deciding how to use 30 residents who had been prepared
to work as clean-up gangs in the camps. Mr McGill says construction of the first eight of 85 houses will begin in
January and the whole program will take two years.

2010 9th Feb, An Aboriginal-employment company says poor literacy and numeracy levels are making it difficult for
businesses to hire Aboriginal people in Alice Springs. The Aboriginal Employment Service opened in Alice Springs
in 2008. The company's chief executive, Danny Lester, says it has since placed more than 230 Aboriginal people
into jobs. But he says recruiting and retention would improve if education levels were higher. "Everyone's got the
right attitude towards employment [but] there's one thing that certainly creates more focus and that is the area of
language, literacy and numeracy," Mr Lester said.
11th Feb, Remote community residents cannot expect major upgrades to their homes when they are refurbished, the
manager of an Aboriginal housing program says. The executive director of the Strategic Indigenous Housing and
Infrastructure Program, Andrew Kirkman, says an average of $75,000 will be spent on each of the 2,500 houses
due for repairs. But residents of the remote Northern Territory community of Ali Curung have complained to the
Barkly Shire about some of the refurbishments. They say their houses have only received basic repairs and upgrades
and still need things like interior painting. Mr Kirkman says the repairs only cover areas considered to be critically
important. "The refurbishments are essentially to ensure that those houses are safe and functional," he said."So in
terms of functional, that is a place to wash and bathe, facilities to wash clothes and bedding and the ability to
remove waste safely from the house." He says the high cost of remote work and the need to train and employ local
people raises the program's cost. "[It is] very expensive to deliver works in these remote regions," he said. "And
certainly part of the program is to ensure that the work is done in a safe manner and effectively there's as much local
Indigenous employment as well."
11th Feb, Prime Minister Kevin Rudd says more Indigenous people are in work and completing high school, but
progress to raise living standards is still too slow. Delivering his second "Closing the Gap" statement to
Parliament today, Mr Rudd defended his Government's record on reducing Indigenous disadvantage.
15th Feb, A Senate inquiry into proposed changes to social welfare will sit in Darwin today. Government legislation
aimed at making income management compulsory for many people on welfare benefits has been introduced to
Parliament. The public hearing at the Darwin Convention Centre will hear from the North Australian Aboriginal
Justice Agency, the Aboriginal Medical Services Alliance and the Larrakia Nation. The Federal Government
wants to roll out income management across Australia so it can reinstate the Racial Discrimination Act in the
Territory, which has been suspended since the start of the federal intervention.
Sat 29th May, Federal Environment Minister Peter Garrett says he would like to seize the opportunity to expand
Kakadu National Park, following a request from traditional owners. The French mining company Areva wants to
mine the Koongarra deposit for uranium. The site is surrounded by Kakadu National Park and home to the Djok
Aboriginal clan. For years, traditional owners have rejected the company's requests to mine the site, but now they
are taking their fight even further. On behalf of Aboriginal land owners, the Northern Land Council has submitted
an application for the site to be included in the National Park.
Sat 29th May, Deputy Prime Minister Julia Gillard says she supports the policy of income management in
Northern Territory Aboriginal communities, despite criticism from Amnesty International. Amnesty International's
2010 report was released this week and found Indigenous people in the Northern Territory are still being
discriminated against under the federal intervention. Ms Gillard says she understands that some people do not
support welfare quarantining, but she is confident it is working."The evidence from here in the Northern Territory -
and I understand that it has been controversial in parts of the community - but the evidence here is that it makes a
difference to make sure that kids are fed, that bills are paid, that women feel safe," she said.



2010 Monday 31st May, Scientists say an Aboriginal rock art depiction of an extinct giant bird could be Australia's
oldest painting.The red ochre painting, which depicts two emu-like birds with their necks outstretched, could date
back to the earliest days of settlement on the continent. It was rediscovered at the centre of the Arnhem Land
plateau about two years ago, but archaeologists first visited the site a fortnight ago. A palaeontologist has confirmed
the animals depicted are the megafauna’s species Genyornis. Archaeologist Ben Gunn said the giant birds became
extinct more than 40,000 years ago.
Wed 2nd June, Indigenous Affairs Minister Jenny Macklin has asked her department to investigate claims
Aboriginal people on a work-for-the dole program are working long hours for little money. An elder from
Kalkaringi, about 500 kilometres south-east of Katherine in the Northern Territory, says Gurindji people are being
forced to work up to 30 hours per week on construction sites under the Commonwealth's Community Development
Employment Projects. In return they get a food card and Centrelink money totalling about $195 per week.
Thurs 3rd June, A legal challenge to the Federal Government's plan to establish a national nuclear waste dump in
the Northern Territory has been taken to the Federal Court. The Commonwealth has signed a deal with some
traditional owners for land at Muckaty Station, north of Tennant Creek, to be used for the dump. George
Newhouse is part of the legal team for a different group of traditional owners who say they were not consulted on
the site's nomination. Mr Newhouse says his clients do not want compensation but for the nomination of the site to
be withdrawn.
Fri 4th June, A new survey by the Australian Bureau of Statistics paints a grim picture of Indigenous
unemployment in Australia. The survey has found the number of Indigenous people with jobs has fallen since 2006,
from 57 per cent to 51 per cent last year. Unemployment is at 18 per cent and participation in the labour force has
also been falling. Unemployment went up by almost a third in the past year alone. The survey found that Indigenous
women have been hit harder by the rise in unemployment than men. While joblessness has been increasing across
the board, regional and remote areas have the lowest levels of employment.
Monday 7th June, It is a tragedy the Federal Government is phasing out the Indigenous work-for-the-dole program
without replacing positions with full-time jobs, Independent Northern Territory politician Gerry Wood says. The
Northern Territory Government is appealing to the Commonwealth to continue to fund about 500 Community
Development Employment Project jobs at Shire Councils, which are due to end next month. Mr Wood says the
Federal Government should keep those workers on and then extend funding to offer a real job to every person in
remote communities who want to work.
Tues 8th June, An artist-owned Aboriginal art gallery says the Federal Government must make major modifications
to its resale royalty scheme for visual artists. Minister for the Arts Peter Garrett is in Alice Springs today to
launch the scheme, which kicks off tomorrow. The scheme will see artists given a 5 per cent commission on works
sold for more than $1000.
Tues 8th June, The Federal Government is confident millions of dollars of additional funds provided to the
Batchelor Institute will help secure the Indigenous education institute's future.The Government has committed
$8.9 million to support a partnership between the institute and Charles Darwin University.
Tues 15th June, There was a complete lack of project management under the alliance model when a $672 million
Indigenous housing program started, the Northern Territory auditor-general has told an estimates hearing. Auditor-
general Frank McGuinness said when the Strategic Indigenous Housing and Infrastructure Program started he
could not find itemised information on the stage of construction of each house being built. He told the hearing that a
private firm was then appointed as project manager but its costs were "astronomical". He said a public servant
replaced the firm and did the same work for one-fifth of the cost. Chief Minister Paul Henderson told the hearing
that the Territory Government had opposed the alliance model from the start, but the Federal Government had
insisted. Mr Henderson refused Opposition requests to table any document that could show the Territory's
objections.At the same hearings; Mr Henderson challenged the Opposition to provide details of its allegations of
fraud and mismanagement in the handling of the SIHIP indigenous housing scheme. The auditor-general told the
hearings that he could find no evidence of corruption or mismanagement of the joint Territory and Federal
government scheme to build and upgrade Indigenous housing.
Tues June 22nd Federal Parliament has passed laws to extend income management in the Northern Territory to non-
Indigenous welfare recipients. Some people in Indigenous communities already have part of their welfare
payments quarantined for essential items. The new laws will apply to non-Indigenous people in the Northern
Territory on the same benefits. The extension of the program has allowed the Government to restore the Racial
Discrimination Act, which was suspended as part of the intervention.
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2010 Tues July 6th A group of traditional owners have returned from the United States with the remains of some of their
ancestors, held in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington for decades. The human remains were taken from their
burial place in Arnhem Land during a scientific expedition in 1948. 62 years ago a team of Americans and
Australians travelled through Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory on a scientific expedition.The remains have
been stored in Washington's Smithsonian Institute ever since. At the weekend, traditional owners from Groote
Eylandt, Gunbalanya and Milingimbi were handed back nine Indigenous ancestral remains by the institute. The
Federal Government has welcomed the return of the remains. It says about 1,150 Indigenous remains have been
returned to Australia from six countries since 1990 but a further 1,000 still remain in museums and private
collections around the world.The Government is calling for the unconditional repatriation of the remains.
Fri July 9th, The Northern Territory Opposition says the State Government knew about its responsibility for an
Aboriginal community near Uluru several years ago. The MacDonnell Shire says it is withdrawing from Mutitjulu
at the end of the month after legal advice that it has no jurisdiction in the community. The community is within the
Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park and is under a 99-year lease with Parks Australia, a Federal Government
department. The Country Liberals' Willem Westra Van Holte says the Minister, Malarndirri McCarthy, must
take responsibility for Local Government. "Back in 2007 before the shires were amalgamated, Elliot McAdam said
that he knew that responsibility for shire services at Mutitjulu would fall under the Federal Government's
responsibility," he said. "Clearly the current Minister for Local Government in the Northern Territory is not aware
of that, or doesn't know that, or doesn't want to know that." A spokeswoman for the Local Government Minister
says she is not available for comment, but the CEO of her department is flying to Alice Springs to hold meetings on
the issue today.
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“If the misery of the poor be caused not by the laws of nature,
but by our institutions, great is our sin.”

English Naturalist: Charles Darwin -12th February 1809 – 19th April 1882

Northern Territory News 24th May 2009



60

Chronologies

Australian & Northern Territory Historical Websites to Research & Reference

NORTHERN TERRITORY. BRIEF HISTORY OF ADMINISTRATION IN .... for the election of
two Senators from the Northern Territory to serve in the Australian Senate.
www.nt.gov.au/lant/pub/ip2.

Timeline - Collaborating for Indigenous Rights 1957-1973
The National Aboriginal Consultative Committee is set up as a move towards Aboriginal
representation. People over 18 who class themselves as Aboriginal, ...
indigenousrights.net.au/timeline.asp?startyear=1970 - Similar

Documenting Democracy
www.foundingdocs.gov.au/timeline.

Mabo/Northern Territory
Whitlam hand back to Gurindji ... Whitlam's Gurindji Speech. Text. 1975. Central Land Council,
Coombs, Dr. H.C. (Nugget) ... Uluru handback 1985. Text. 1985 ...
www.mabonativetitle.com/xk_NorthernTerritory.shtml

Alice Springs timeline
1976 A thousand Aboriginal people march in Alice Springs in support of Land ... This followed a long
campaign including a protest camp by custodians

MILESTONES IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY
MILESTONES IN THE CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY OF THE NORTHERN TERRITORY.

A chronology of Northern Territory constitutional and statehood ...
1974. The Commonwealth provides for two senators to represent the Northern ... 2) 1976 (NT). A.
Heatley , Almost Australians: The Politics of Northern Territory.
www.aph.gov.au/LIBRARY/Pubs/online/NTConstitutionalMilestones.

A chronology of Northern Territory constitutional and statehood ... Chronology 1825–2007. Sources

available online ... The Australian, Fraser pledges to make NT our seventh State', 19 November 1975 ...

Australian Parliamentary Library Background Paper 11 1996-97
The Origin of Commonwealth Involvement in Aboriginal Affairs. The Lead-up to the 1967

Australian History
Australian History - Brief timeline Pre 1700 - 2000 A brief list of dates and events. Key dates in
Australia's development as a culturally diverse nation.
www.teachers.ash.org.au/jmresources/history/australian.

A Chronology of Aboriginal History
Timelines and chronologies of relevance to Aboriginal and Islander peoples .... For a long time the
Aboriginal and wider communities have been working ...
www.natsiew.nexus.edu.au/chronology/other_chronologies.html - 39k - Cached - Similar pages

Time line of events since European settlers
26 Oct 2007 ... Time line of events since European settlers ... Uluru and Kata Tjuta are taken out of the
Aboriginal Reserve and declared as a tourist and ...
www.environment.gov.au/parks/uluru/culture-history/history/timeline.html - 26k - Cached -

Australian Cultural Timelines
By the time Europeans arrived, there were upwards of 700 distinct Aboriginal tribes, each with their
own unique traditions, language and customs. ...
www.convictcreations.com/history/timeline.htm - 29k - Cached - Similar pages
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The Northern Territory Stolen Generations

The Northern Territory Aboriginals Act 1910 established the Northern Territory Aboriginals
Department `to provide, where possible, for the custody, maintenance and education of the children of
Aboriginals'. Under this Act the Chief Protector was appointed the `legal guardian of every Aboriginal
and every half-caste child up to the age of 18 years', whether or not the child had parents or other living
relatives. The Chief Protector was also given power to confine `any Aboriginal or half-caste' to a
reserve or Aboriginal institution.

Just a few weeks after the passage of the 1910 Act the Commonwealth took control of the Territory and
enacted the Northern Territory Aboriginals Ordinance 1st January 1911. The Chief Protector was
further empowered to assume `the care, custody or control of any Aboriginal or half caste if in his
opinion it is necessary or desirable in the interests of the Aboriginal or half caste for him to do so'.
These powers were retained until 1957.

"… In my notes re my last tour through the Territory I drew attention to the number of half-caste
quadroon and octoroon children at Alice Springs, living in the black's camp and being brought up
virtually as Aboriginals, although several were almost as white of skin as Europeans. Since then half-
caste quadroon and octoroon children have been brought together and are now accommodated in a
building erected under the supervision of Senior Constable Stott, Protector of Aboriginals …"The
building now accommodates sixteen half-caste quadroon and octoroon children besides Topsy the
mother of the late Smith's Octoroon children, and Mariah the mother of four quadroon children. These
children now receive some education … so the position is much more satisfactory than it had been in
the past."

Letter from a Northern Territory Administrator to the Minister for External Affairs, 27 November
1914, 'History of the Bungalow 1914-1929', File No.1, National Archives of Australia, A1/15,
1927/2982

"The accommodation provided for them exhausts my power to paint adequately. A rough floor of burnt
lime and sand to make a form of cement has been laid down. A very rough framework of wood was put
up, and some dilapidated sheets of corrugated iron roughly thrown over it. There are no doors or
windows. A more draughty, ugly, dilapidated place one could hardly imagine. I think the children
would be less liable to colds in the open than in the disgraceful accommodation provided for them. And
that is not the worst. Boys and girls of all ages from one year old to sixteen are herded in this so-called
room whose dimensions are about 24 feet by 50 feet. At present there are 48 children in the institution.
The girls and boys are mixed indiscriminately. The children are issued with two blankets and lie on the
floor. One small stove has to cook bread for over fifty people. They apparently have never had fruit or
vegetables. The ration scale has been deplorable … the scale is meagre in the extreme. The only
lighting is two hurricane lamps. The children have no games or amusements of any description.
Cooking utensils are practically nil. There are six bowls and twenty towels to serve everybody."

Letter from W Morley, Hon Secretary, Association for the Protection of the Native Races of Australia
and Polynesia, to Arthur Blakeley, ML, Minister for Home and Territories, 23 November 1929, 'Half-
Caste home, Alice Springs, 1928-1939' National Archives of Australia A659/6, 39/1/996

"The Matron shall exercise a general moral supervision over all Half-Caste children detained in the
Institution, and all Half-Caste girls employed in the Town of Stuart, and in particular is required to
endeavour to elevate the Half-Caste to white standards of morality and general outlook taking the
necessary steps to suppress smoking, bad language and the use of pidgeon [sic] English."In arranging
the employment of Half-Caste females the Matron shall endeavour to select employers, who will take a
personal interest in the moral and physical welfare of the employee and who will so order their
relations to the employee as to promote the latter's elevation to white standards of morality and
general outlook.

"No Aboriginal influence can be permitted to bear upon the inmates of the Half-Caste Home and the
Matron is responsible for ensuring that children in the Institution have no association with
Aboriginals."

Memo from Cecil Cook, Chief Protector of Aborigines, 'Duties of Matron, Half Caste Institution, Alice
Springs', National Archives of Australia, A1/15, 1935/643
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Bringing Them Home

The presumption of assimilation made in the Welfare Ordinance must be assessed against the reality of
the urban Aboriginal experience in the 1950s and 60's. Darwin at this time had the barest of public
housing programs. There were no child care centres and very limited employment opportunities. The
employment that was available to women - basically domestic service in the households of public
servants - did not allow for a woman to work and at the same time care for her children. These
conditions ensured that an urban Aboriginal family unit would fulfill the criteria for a declaration of
wardship under the Ordinance. However, the result of a declaration itself caused profound social
effects to some into play. Inevitably the whole family unit was not declared wards. Rather, only the
children were. The children, once declared, were then removed to one of the mission stations. The
result of the delivery of family services was then to effect the separation of the family `in the interests
of the child'. Of course there was an alternative, a woman could enter into a `private arrangement' with
a mission institution to care for her children. This avoided the direct intervention of the government,
but the resulting family dispersion was the same (Cummings 1996 page 5).

The Social Welfare Ordinance 1964 repealed the 1953 Ordinance. The distinction made by the
government in the 1953 Ordinance in its treatment of full descent and mixed people was further
emphasised in the 1964 Ordinance. Under the 1964 Ordinance entry to reserves was limited to people
who `in the opinion of the Director are socially or economically in need of assistance'. The effect of
this restriction was to force many island mission residents into urban communities. Despite being made
to relocate in a traumatic way, little government assistance was provided. A 1958 survey revealed that
approximately 1,200 people in Darwin were living in sub-standard huts and 103 people living at Mindl
Beach were in `something which amounted to far less than huts' (quoted by Cummings 1996 page 7).

Towards the end of the 1960s foster care began replacing institutional care and the mission homes
began closing, although some were operating until 1980. Although foster care was regarded by non-
Indigenous workers as better for the children than institutional care, it meant that children of mixed
descent were more isolated than they were in places like the Retta Dixon Home. In 1971 97% of
Territory children in foster care were Indigenous (Armitage 1995 page 62). The Department of Social
Welfare noted, `Most part-Aboriginal children have been fostered by white people, and full-blood
Aborigines by full-blood Aborigines' (quoted by Armitage 1995 on page 62).

The assimilation policy was discarded in favour of self-management as Commonwealth policy in 1973.
However, as no data were kept by the Commonwealth Department of Aboriginal Affairs which
administered welfare policy until its responsibilities were taken over by the NT Department of
Community Welfare in 1977, it is difficult to assess the practical effect of this change. By the date of
Territory self-government the subsidisation of missions to care for Aboriginal children was regarded as
out-dated and inappropriate.

In 1979 an independent community-controlled child care agency for Aboriginal children was
established instead named `Karu', a Gurindji word meaning `child'. In 1984 Karu received funding to
recruit Aboriginal foster parents and reunite Aboriginal children and families. Even before that the
newly created Department of Community Welfare sought to use extended family networks to care for
Aboriginal children. From the late 1970s there was a marked decrease in the number of Indigenous
children taken into government care although there was, still a disproportionate number of Indigenous
children in care.

The Community Welfare Act 1983 incorporated the Aboriginal Child Placement Principle for the first
time in legislation in Australia. It was also included in the Adoption of Children Act 1994. Referring to
Justice Forster's 1976 criticism of child welfare practice quoted above, the Northern Territory
Government representative told the Inquiry,

Why it may have taken until 1983 for those sort of values to be enshrined in both the Adoption of
Children Act ... and the Community Welfare Act ... I don't know, but certainly in terms of the people
who were involved in that matter, Justice Forster's words continued to ring in their ears for a very long
time (evidence 539).

Bringing them Home Report - Chapter 9 - Northern Territory

Cummings, Barbara, Take This Child … From Kahlin Compound to the Retta Dixon Children’s Home,
Aboriginal Studies Press Canberra, 1990.
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Prime Minister Kevin Rudds ‘Sorry’Address
House of Representatives, Canberra, February 13th 2008

That to today we honour the Indigenous people of this land, the oldest continuing culture in human
history. We reflect on their past mistreatment.

We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who were stolen generations – this blemished
chapter in our nation’s history.

The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia’s history by righting the wrongs
of the past and so moving forward with confidence to the future.

We apologise for the laws and policies of successive parliaments and governments that have inflicted
profound grief, suffering and loss on these our fellow Australians.

We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children from their
families, their communities and their country.

For the pain, suffering and hurt of these stolen generations, their descendants and for their families and
communities, we say sorry.

To the mothers and father, brother and the sisters, for the breaking up of families and communities, we
say sorry.

And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a proud culture, we say
sorry.

We the Parliament of Australia respectfully request that this apology be received in the spirit in which
it is offered as part of the healing of the nation.

For the future we take heart; resolving that this new page in history of our great continent can now be
written.

We today take this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a future that embraces all
Australians.

A future where this parliament resolves that the injustices of the past must never, never happen again.

A future where we harness the determination of all Australians, Indigenous and non indigenous, to
close the gap that lies between us in life expectancy, educational achievement and economic
opportunity.

A future where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to enduring problems where old
approaches have failed.

A future based on mutual respect, mutual resolve and mutual responsibility. A future where all
Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, with equal opportunities and with an equal
stake in shaping the next chapter in the history of this great country, Australia.

There comes a time in the history of nations when their peoples must become fully reconciled to their
past if they are to go forward with confidence to embrace their future.

Our nation, Australia, has reached such a time.

To see the speech in full YouTube - kevin rudd says sorry

“I’ll end up with this song because we’re here today – but another good reason, we’re here in
solidarity. We’re here together, just to encourage each other, because we all know what we’ve been
through, we’ve all been under the same hammer and we’ve been beaten down, but here today it looks
like we’re getting up. This is a song that might be a song about kids being taken away, but for me this
song is about my journey back, right? Here we go. This song is called, Took the Children Away.”

Archie Roach,
The Stolen Generations National Going Home Conference, Darwin, October 1994
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Northern Territory Specific Indigenous Related Texts:

Most of these books are available in our Northern Territory Libraries in your
Town or Suburb, or the N.T. State Refernce Library at the Legislative Assembly.

Neidjie, Bill, GAGADJU MAN
The environmental and spiritual philosophy of a senior traditional owner.
Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory Australia.
J.B. Books Australia Pty Ltd, First printed 1986, Reprinted 2002

Neidjie, Bill, STORY OF FEELING
Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory Australia.
Magabala Books, Australia, 1989

‘Ma’Kindi Ngamin Nuwung, What do I call you? No. 1 in a series of guides to the language
and culture of the Iwaidja-speaking People of Northwestern Arnhem Land.
A Guide To Kinship and Address. Khaki Marrala, David Minyimak, Joy Williams
Malwagag, Rae Girribuk, Bruce Birch & Sabine Hoeng. 2008, Published under the auspices
of West Arnhem Shire Council.

‘Ma’ Nganduka angmaju, Where does it hurt? No. 2 in a series of guides to the language
and culture of the Iwaidja-speaking People of Northwestern Arnhem Land. A guide for
health professionals. Khaki Marrala, David Minyimak, Joy Williams Malwagag, Rae
Girribuk, Bruce Birch & Sabine Hoeng. 2008, Published under the auspices of West Arnhem
Shire Council.

Chaloupka, George. JOURNEY IN TIME.
The 50, 000-year story of the Australian Aboriginal Rock Art of Arnhem Land.
J.B. Books Australia Pty Ltd, Published 1999

Roberts, David A. and Parker, Adrian. ANCIENT OCHRES
The Aboriginal Rock Paintings of Mount Borradaile
J.B. Books Australia Pty Ltd, Published 2003

THEY ARE MEDITATING - Bark Paintings From The MCA’s Arnott’s Collection:
Published by the Museum of Contemporary Art
The Rocks, Sydney NSW, Australia, 2008

SALTWATER – Yirrkala Bark Paintings of Sea Country
Reprinted 2000, Chapter & Verse, Sydney, NSW

Bauman, Toni, Aboriginal Darwin, A guide to exploring important sites of the past and
present. Aboriginal Studies Press, 2008, AIATSIS Canberra ACT.

Day, Bill, Bunji, A Sory of the Gwalwa Daraniki Movement.
Aboriginal Studies Press Canberra, 1994

Yunupingu, Galarrwuy, Galarrwuy Yunupingu talks about Yolngu Law
Provides a direct, contemporary insight into the way Aboriginal people see the world
differently. It assists people in recognising the deep structures within the Indigenous world.
Pandanus Publishing House, Darwin NT, 2001

MacDonald, R. Between Two Worlds. The Commonwealth Government and the removal of
Aboriginal Children of part descent in the Northern Territory,
Institute of Aboriginal Development Press, Alice Springs, N.T. 1995.
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Cummings, Barbara, Take This Child … From Kahlin Compound to the Retta Dixon
Children’s Home, Aboriginal Studies Press Canberra, 1990.

Henty – Gebert, Claire, Paint Me Black, Memories of Croker Island and other Journeys
Aboriginal Studies Press Canberra, 2005.

Muir. Hilda, Jarman. A Very Big Journey, My Life as I remember it,
Aboriginal Studies Press Canberra, 2004.

Somerville, Margaret. They Crossed A Continent, 1991, Colemans Printing, Darwin N.T.

Altman, John. C, Aborigines and Mining Royalties in the Northern Territory, Australian
Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra. 1983.

Crough Greg, Visible & Invisible, Aboriginal People in the Economy of Northern Australia
Published jointly by the North Australian Research Unit, Australian National University, and
the Nugget Coombs Forum for Indigenous Studies, Darwin 1993

Lewis, Darrell, 1997, A Shared History. Aborigines and White Australians in the Victoria
River District Northern Territory, Timber Creek Community Government Council, Timber
Creek NT.

T.G.H. Strehlow, Central Australian Religion: Totemism in a Polytotemic Community, Aust
Assoc. For the Study of Religion, 1993

Thomson, Donald, SQN Leader, N.T. Special Reconnaissance Unit 1941-1943
1992 Yirrkala Literature Production Centre, Printer K. Hutchinson, Published with
Permission of the Australian Government.

Basedow, Herbert, 1903, Notes on Some Native Tribes of Central Australia, Compiled,
edited and published by David Welch 2008, Australian Aboriginal Culture series No. 5

Spencer, Baldwin, 1912, Kakadu People, Compiled, edited and published by David Welch
2008, Australian Aboriginal Culture series No. 3

Stanner, W.E.H., 1991, After the Dreaming, Australian Broadcasting Corporation, Crows
Nest, NSW

Berndt, Ronald and Berndt, Catherine. End of an Era: Aboriginal Labour in the Northern
Territory. Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra. ACT, 1987.

Welch, David 1982, Aborigina Rock Art of Kakadu National Park, Published by Big Country
Picture Company Darwin N.T. 5794

McGrath, Ann, 1987, Born in the Cattle. Aborigines in Cattle Country, Allen & Unwin,
Sydney N.S.W.

Lawrence, David, Kakadu The Making of a National Park, The Miegunyah Press
Melbourne University Press 2000.

Cartwright, Max, Missionaries, Aborigines & Welfare Settlement Days in the Northern
Territory, Flinders Press, Bedford Park, South Australia Copy right 1995
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Wositzky, Jan and Harney, Bill, 1996, From the Land of the Lightning Brothers. Born
Under the Paperbark Tree. A Man’s Life. Told by Master Wardaman Storyteller Yidumduma
Bill Harney, ABC Books, Sydney.

Roberts, Tony, Frontier Justice, A History of the Gulf Country to 1900
2005, University of Queensland Press. Qld, Australia

Egan, Ted, 1996, Justice All Their Own. The Caledon Bay and Woodah Island Killings
1932 – 1933, Melbourne University Press, Carlton South

Dillion Michael C. Westbury Neil D., Beyond Humbug, Transforming government
engagement with Indigenous Australia, 2007, Salamat Document Management Solutions PTY
Limited, 11 James Congdon Drive Mile End S.A. 5031

Edited By Wright Alexis, Take Power; like this old man here, An anthology celebrating
twenty years of land rights in Central Australia,1977-1997
1998 IAD press Alice Springs N.T.

Christie Michael J. Aboriginal perspectives on experience and learning: the role of
language in Aboriginal education, Deakin University Press 1985.

Fitzherbert, S. 1989, My Dreaming is the Christmas Bird, Bookshelf Publishing, Gosford.

Hardy, Frank. 1968. The Unlucky Australians. Thomas Nelson, Melbourne.

Kijngayari, Long Johnny. 1986. The Wave Hill Strike. In Luise Hercus and Peter Sutton
(eds) This Is What Happened. Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra.

Lingiari, Vincent. 1986. Vincent Lingiari's Speech. In Luise Hercus and Peter Sutton (eds)
This Is What Happened. Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies, Canberra.

Riddett, L. A. 1990. Kine, Kin and Country: The Victoria River District of the Northern
Territory 1911 – 1966. Australian National University North Australia Research Unity
Monograph, Darwin.

Mc Millian, Andrew. 2001, An Intruders Guide to East Arnhem Land, Griffin Press NSW.

Rose, Deborah Bird. 1991. Hidden Histories: Black Stories from Victoria River Downs,
Humbert River and Wave Hill Stations. Aboriginal Studies Press, Canberra.

Bain, Margaret S., WHITE MEN ARE LIARS, Another look at Aboriginal – Western
Interactions, Summer Institute of Linguistics, Darwin NT, 2005.

Hargrave, Susan, Whitefella Culture, Summer Institute of Linguistics, Darwin NT, 1991

Jeremy Russell – Simth, Peter Whitehead, Peter Cooke, Cuture, Ecology and Economy of
FIRE MANAGEMENT in North Australia Savannas Rekindiling the WURRK Tradition,
CSIRO Publishing, 2009

Books for Children

Christophersen, Jane, Garlil. My Home in Kakadu, A Children’s Story.
Magabala Books 2005. Aboriginal Corporation, Broome W.A.

Christophersen, Jane, Garlil. Kakadu Calling, Stories for Kids.
Magabala Books 2007. Aboriginal Corporation, Broome W.A.
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Northern Territory Indigenous Ethnobotany:
Indigenous Plant Knowledge & Use

Iwaidja Ethnobotany:
Aboriginal plant use from Gurig National Park

Nelson Muluriny Blake, Glenn Wrightman and Lorraine Williams
Northern Territory botanical bulletin No 23

Parks and Wildlife Commission of the Northern Territory, Darwin 1998

Ngarinygman Ethnobotany:
Aboriginal plant use from the Victoria River Area, 1993, Northern Australia.

Nicholas Smith, Bobby Wididburu, Roy Nuwallat Harrington and Glenn Wightman
N.T. Botanical Bulletin No 16 Conservation Commission of the N.T.

Mangarrayi Ethnobotany:
Aboriginal plant use from Kulumindini (Elliott), N.T.

Glenn Wightman, Dilkbarri Dixon, Lorraine Williams and Injimadi Dalywaters 1992

Jawoyn Plants and Animals:
Aboriginal Flora and Fauna Knowledge from

Nitmiluk National Park and Katherine area, Northern Australia.
Glenn Wightman, Phyllis Wiynjorrotj, Sara Flora, Nipper Daybilama Brown, Peter Jatbula,

Judy Galmur, Margaret Katherine, Francesca Merlan, 2005

Rirratjingu Ethnobotany:
Aboriginal plant use from Yirrkala, Arnhemland, Australia.

Banygul(1) Yunupingu, Laklak Marika – Yunupingu, Dhuwarrwarr Marika, Banduk Marika,
Baingayngu Marika, Raymattja Marika and Glenn Wightman. 1995

Some of the other books on N.T. Indigenous Ethnobotany

Tiwi Ethnobotany:
Wardaman Ethnobotany:

Alawa Ethnobotany:
Gurindji Ethnobotany:
Bush Tucker Identikit:

Bush Medicine Identikit:
Jawoyn Plant Identikit:

Desert Bush Tucker Identikit:

Aboriginal Plant use Posters: A series of seven full 85 x 60 cm posters

For further Information on NT Indigenous Ethnobotany visit:
Parks & Wildlife Service N.T.

www.nt.gov.au/ipe/pwcnt

“We want to involve… we want to be part of Australian society. We want to walk together and this is
probably part of that. We need to… we want John Howard to recognise that and if he is a great leader,
please, we ask him, ask him, let us come with you.”

Michael Long, 23rd November 2004, The Long Walk - Melbourne to Canberra.
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Some of the Batchelor Press Resources available in 2009:

Yolngu Matha (North East Arhemland) Dictionary, Author: R. Zorc, David, 1991,
Batchelor Press.

Aboriginal Languages in Contemporary Contexts, Yolngu Matha at Galiwinku,
Author: Michael Cook, 1996 Batchelor Press.

Manbiri Ida Ngunjuri / Wallkarnu / Yirrwartbart, 3 Stories told by Joy Williams
Malwagag Traditional stories from Croker Island (Minjilang), 3 books with CDs,
2005, Batchelor Press.

Jurtbirrk, Love Songs from North-Western Arnhemland, Text and Music CD. 2005,
Jurtbirrk, known in English as ‘love songs’, refers to a song genre composed in the Iwaidja
language and performed mainly on Croker Island (Minjilang) and the Coburg Peninsula, in
the north western part of Arnhem Land in Australia’s Northern Territory.

Iwaidja Shell Poster, Kalkbirr burdan Mangkulgalkuj, This poster shows many of the
common sea shells found on Croker Island (Minjilang) and the Coburg Peninsular in the
Northern Territory. The names of the shells have been written in the endangered language of
Iwaidja and English.2005. Batchelor Press.

Plants, Animals and People: Ethnoecology of the Jawoyn People,
Authors: Phyllis Wynjorroc, Henry Long, Penny Long, Nikapinni Avalon, Margaret
Coleman, Lynette Ranch and Sonia Tidemann, 2001, Batchelor Press.

Karrwa Bush Foods and Medicines Kunjba Wardan baki Kunjba Jingkal
Ngambalangi Munji Munji, Borroloola, Authors: Katie Baker Bandaluka, Thelma Dixon
Kanjiburanya, Marjorie Keighran Dulbarrimarra, Peggy Mawson Yarrburrngalina, 2003,
Batchelor Press.

Gapuwiyak Dhuwa, A History of the North East Arnhem Land Community of Gapuwiyak,
Authors: Alison Djawurrku Wunungmurra, Shirley Manamirra, Rachel Yandhin
Wunungmurra, Selina Djeliyarrawuy, Linda Gupumbu, Mayalambarr Wanambi, Anne
Marrnyalka Wunungmurra, Donald Wunungmurra, David Wapit Munungurr, Wayalwanga
Yunipingu, Mayalambarr Wanambi, 2002, Batchelor Press.

For further information on resources see Batchelor Press Catalogue 2009
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education

Batchelor Northern Territory, Email: batchelorpress@batchelor.edu.au

Indigenous Periodicals:

Land Rights News – N.T. http://www.nlc.org.au/html/wht_lrn.html

Koori Mail – N.S.W. Subscription Aust wide www.koorimail.com

National Indigenous Times – email: subscriptions@nit.com.au
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Australian Wide Indigenous Related Texts:

Macquarie Pen Anthology of Aboriginal Literature, edited by Anita Heiss & Peter Minter
Macquarie University 2008, Allen & Unwin NSW.

The Little Red, Yellow, Black Book, An Introduction to Indigenous Australia.
edited by Bruce Pascoe, Aboriginal Studies Press, 2008, Canberra ACT. First published 1994

Rock Art of the Kimbery, 2007, Edited by Mike Donaldson & Kevin Kennally, Printed by Kimberly
Society, Perth W.A.

17 Years Wandering Amoung The Aboriginals, James Morrill 1864,
Published by David M. Welch, 2006 Australian Aboriginal Culture Series No. 1

Blake, Stephen and Welch David, Making Fire an Essential Survival Guide
Published by David M. Welch, 2006 Australian Aboriginal Culture Series No. 2

Nugent, M. 2005, Botany Bay: Where Histories Meet, Allen and Unwin, Sydney.

Elder, C., Ellis, C. and Pratt, A. 2004, Whiteness in constructions of Australian nationhood:
Indigenes, immigrants and governmentality, (ed) Moreton-Robinson, A. In Whitening Race: Essays in
social and cultural criticism, pp. 208-221.

Macintyre, S. and Clarke, A. 2003, The History Wars, Melbourne University Publishing.

Reynolds, Henry. 2003, The Law of the Land, new edition, Penguin, Victoria, Australia.

Reynolds, Henry, 2003, North of Capricorn, The untold story of the people of Australia’s north. Allen
& Unwin, Crows Nest, NSW Australia.

Howitt, Richard. 2001, Rethinking Resource Management: Justice,
Sustainability and Indigenous People, New York, Routledge.

Tatz, Colin & Paul. 2000, Black Gold, The Aboriginal And Islander Sports Hall of Fame
Institute of Aboriginal Studies Press, Canberra ACT.

Mulvaney J. & Kamminga, 1999, PRE HISTORY OF AUSTRALIA,
Allen & Unwin, NSW Australia.

Gibbins Pauline, Learning to Learn in a Second Language, National Library of Australia, 1995,
A technical text that assists teachers in structuring a functional teaching model for ESL children

Hall, Robert A., Fighters from the Fringe: Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders recall the Second
World War. Aboriginal Studies Press, January 1995.

Hall, Robert A. (1991) Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders in the Second World War'. Chapter 12,
in Desmond Ball (ed) Aborigines in the defence of Australia. Botany, NSW: Australian National
University Press.

Hall, Robert A. (1989) The Black Diggers: Aborigines and Torres Strait Islander in the Second World
War Sydney: Allen & Unwin.

Hill, Marji, and Barlow, Alex, 1985, Black Australia 2. An annotated bibliography and teacher’s
guide to resources on Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders 1977 - 82, Australian Institute of
Aboriginal Studies, Canberra ACT.

Reynolds, Henry, 1982, The Other Side of the Frontier. Aboriginal resistance to the European
invasion of Australia, Penguin Books, Ringwood

You may be able to locate some of the above texts and documentaries in libraries in the N.T. by use of
this web site - Locate your Library www.lyl.nt.gov.au
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Researching & Reading about Indigenous Australia
Fiction, Non Fiction & Children’s Books

Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies
Lawson Cres, Acton, ACT
Postal address: AIATSIS GPO Box 553 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
www.aiatsis.gov.au

Magabala Books
Indigenous Publishing Company W.A.
www.magabala.com

Australia’s Largest online Black Bookshop
www.nit.com.au/shop/

Batchelor Press
http://www.batchelor.edu.au/
Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education
Batchelor Northern Territory
Email: batchelorpress@batchelor.edu.au

Institute of Aboriginal Development (IAD Press)
3 South Terrace, Alice Springs NT 0871
IAD Homepage

N.T. State Reference Library
Northern Territory Parliament House
Mitchell St Darwin
www.ntlib.nt.gov.au

Australian Indigenous Publishing
Magabala Books
Publishes works which have Major Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander involvement. Although their
priority lies in the Kimberley region of Western Australian, they increasingly provide advice and
publishing services to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people elsewhere, and publish manuscripts
from throughout Australia.

Aboriginal Studies Press

Aboriginal Studies Press is the publishing arm of AIATSI, the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies. It publishes in all fields of Aboriginal studies including art, biography,
contemporary studies, education, history, health, women's studies, housing, land rights, languages,
prehistory, psychology, and anthropology. It also publishes children's books, fiction, poetry and drama.

IAD Press
IAD Press (Institute for Aboriginal Development) is an Aboriginal-controlled publisher which
publishes works about the Aboriginal languages and cultures of Central Australia. Titles include oral
histories, autobiographies, dictionaries, cross-cultural information and general trade titles.

Batchelor Press
Batchelor is the publishing arm of the specialised publications and Academic Resource Centre
(SPARC) at Batchelor Institute of Indigenous Tertiary Education, Northern Territory, Australia. The
teaching and learning resources developed at Batchelor Institute are produced primarily for Indigenous
Australian students living in remote communities, the majority of whom have English as a second
language. The content of these resources has been developed by community elders, students and
teaching staff with many years experience in ESL, distance learning and curriculum development.
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Recommended Indigenous Related WEBSITES:

Historical, Cultural & Contempoary:

Mabo/Land Rights/Vote 'Yes'
1967 referendum, activism, civil rights, education, employment, indigenous ... The Aboriginal Land
Fund Commission. The Whitlam Government & Land Rights ... www.mabonativetitle.com

www.aiatsis.gov.au
Australian Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies

http://uncommonlives.naa.gov.au/life.asp?lID=2
Dhakiyarr Wirrpanda

www.kooriweb.org
Koori History / G. Foley

http://www.ciolek.com/WWWVLPages/AborigPages/History.html The Aboriginal Family History
Project (SA Museum ... South Australian Museum researches Aboriginal genealogies and ... collection
includes thousands of photos taken at ...

http://www1.aiatsis.gov.au/exhibitions/naidoc/naidoc_hm.htm
NAIDOC Poster History from 1972

http://www1.aiatsis.gov.au/atsilirn/home/index.html
Aboriginal And Torres Strait Islander Library Resource Network

http://www.nla.gov.au/nla/staffpaper/thomp.html
"White Australia has a Black History": Sources for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies in the
National Library of Australia

http://www.aboriginalhistory.org Homepage for Aboriginal History Inc. Includes index to Aboriginal
History Journal and list of monograph publications

National Centre for History Education - Commonwealth History ...
Topic 3. Australia between the wars: Stolen generations. Topic 5. Post-war Australia to the 1970s:
Citizenship and Aboriginal Australians.

Indigenous Military Contributions:

http://www.fortunecity.com/meltingpot/statuepark/620/
Indigenous Australians at War

Aboriginal Diggers, the forgotten men of the AIF
Indigenous Australians at War

Stolen Generations:

AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL GENEALOGY RESOURCES
AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINAL GENEALOGY RESOURCES
“Native Welfare Branch” Information about Indigenous Families, all States and Territories

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/pan/41033/20060106/ATSIC/issues/Law_and_Justice/bringing_them_home_
report/Task_force/default.html
This Pandora archived site includes information about Link-Up services, contact details for Link-Up
services, information about the Taskforce, a link to the Bringing them Home report, ATSIC's
submission to the National Inquiry and other related information.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/special/rsjproject/rsjlibrary/hreoc/stolen/
The full text of the "Bringing Them Home" Report
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N.T. Cultural Knowledge, Festivals and Events:

www.12canoes.com.au/
Twelve Canoes, 12 Canoes is a broadband website presenting, in an artistic, cultural and educational
context, the stories, art and environment of the Yolngu people of NE Arnhem Land in the Northern
Territory

http://www.australiaday.com.au/studentresources/indigenous.aspx
Survival Day - 26 January

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/i-cms.isp?page=97
Sorry Day - National Reconciliation Week

http://www.naidoc.org.au
NAIDOC Week - July each year

http://www.snaicc.asn.au/children/index.html
National Aboriginal and Islander Children's Day - August 4th

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/indigenous/
International Day of the World's Indigenous People - August 9th

http://www.freedomday.info/
Gurinji Freedom Day, celebrating land, vision, determination and hope

www.barungafestival.com.au/
Barunga Festival

The Arts:

www.ankaaa.org.au
Association of Northern, Kimberley and Arnhem Aboriginal Artists

http://www.desart.com.au/
Desart, The Association of Central Australian Aboriginal Art and Craft Centres

http://www.ozco.gov.au/council_priorities/indigenous/
Australia Council for the Arts, National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Arts

http://www.nga.gov.au/ATSIArt/Index.cfm
National Gallery of Australia collection of Indigenous art

http://www.nga.gov.au/memorial
Comprehensive site on Central and East Arnhem Land art, artists, communities, culture and landscape.
The Memorial is an installation of 200 painted hollow log coffins by 43 artists. The Memorial is
dedicated to all Aboriginal people who have lost their lives defending their country since European
settlement

http://www.aboriginalart.org/
Links to Aboriginal owned and operated Art Centres' websites in the Top End of the Northern
Territory, north of Western Australia and throughout Central Australia

“Then we went back to Wattie Creek. When the car pulled in my two brothers were there.
They hadn’t seen me for sixty years, but they knew. They said ‘Hello my sister’”.

Daisy Ruddick, Between Two Worlds 1996 - N.T. Stolen Generations
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N.T. Indigenous Media:

http://www.caama.com.au
Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association (CAAMA)

http://www.imparja.com.au/
Imparja Television. Private, Indigenous-owned television broadcasting company

http://www.teabba.com.au/
Top End Aboriginal Bush Broadcasting Association (TEABBA)

http://www.warlpiri.com.au
Warlpiri Media Association

http://waru.org
PY Media, Ngaanyatjarra Media and APY communities

Australian Indigenous Languages:

http://www.fatsil.org.au/
The Federation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages (FATSIL) website. FATSIL is the
national body for community based Indigenous language progams in Australia

http://www.ngapartji.org/
Ngapartji Ngapartji is an online Pitjantjatjara language and culture site

http://www.dnathan.com/VL/austLang.htm
WWW Virtual Library for Australian Indigenous languages

http://www.samuseum.sa.gov.au/tindale/HDMS/tindaletribes/about.htm
Norman B. Tindale's catalogue of Australian language groups and map

http://www.indigoz.com.au/language/
The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island Language Teachers' Circle

Organisations:

http://www.nlc.org.aul
Information on land rights in the Northern Territory, land management, visiting Aboriginal land and
doing business on Aboriginal land in the Top End

ABORIGINAL LAND RIGHTS (NORTHERN TERRITORY) ACT 1976
Accounts, financial statements and annual report 65. Account Advisory Committee PART VII--
MISCELLANEOUS 66. Interpretation 67. Aboriginal land not to be ...

http://www.clc.org.au/
Central Land Council. Includes information on land use, land acquisition, mining, permits in central
and south Northern Territory. Also has full text for the publication Our Land, Our Life.
Law, Native Title, Land Rights & Civil Rights:

“FED up with accusations that they are dysfunctional places riddled with child sex abuse and domestic
violence, some remote indigenous communities are fighting back. ‘I'm proud of what we are doing
here. Look around — my people are happy and they are doing things that give them pride as well”

George Campbell, Yarralin elder: Victoria River Downs Region.
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http://web.archive.org/web/20040126074830/http://icip.lawnet.com.au/
Archived report: Our culture our future: Indigenous cultural and intellectual property rights. Report on
Australian Indigenous cultural and intellectual property rights.

http://www.austlii.edu.au/
Australian Legal Information Institute, includes searchable database

http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/rsrch/ntru/ntru_hm.htm
Note: several Native Title resources are also available on-line from this site at

http://www.nntt.gov.au/
National Native Title Tribunal

http://www.austlii.edu.au/
Australian Legal Information Institute, includes searchable databases of Australian cases and
legislation and Indigenous law resources.

http://www.hreoc.gov.au
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice
Commission, Racial Discrimination

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/
Site set up by Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation before it stopped operation on 31 December 2000.
Includes texts of the last report of the Council for Aboriginal Reconciliation, and state and national
reports of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody under the heading Indigenous Law
Resources.

Aboriginal Resource Development Services Homepage
ARDS is involved in community education/community development with the Yolngu people of north-
east Arnhem Land.

Other Websites:

http://newspapers.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/home
Historical Archives of Australias News Papers – NT TIMES / ARGUS / HERALD / AUSTRALIAN

http://usmob.com.au/
Aboriginal Kids Adventure web site from Alice Springs.

Cool Sites - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies Unit at ...
Some of the Top Sites for information about Indigenous Issues N.T. and other States\

Youtube:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhqAFLud228
Paul Keating’s Redfern Speech 1992

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G2wqPMJO88
Indigenous peoples of Australia & their fight for rights ABC 7:30 Report

YouTube - Zorba the Greek Yolngu style
Aboriginal interpretation of Zorba the Greek.Frank ...
3 min 14 sec –

“Whites were the winners, blacks were the losers,
we wrote the history books, and they didn't feature.”

Phillip Noyce, Director, Rabbit Proof Fence.
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HOW MANY INDIGENOUS AUSTRALIAN’S?

www.abs.gov.au
Australian Bureau of Statistics

Next Census August 2011

20,000,000 Australians

Estimated resident population(a), Indigenous Status - 2001 and preliminary 2006

2001 2006 2006 Indigenous

Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous Total Proportion
of total

Indigenous
population

Proportion of
state/territory

population

Intercensal
change

2001-2006

State/Territory '000 '000 '000 '000 % % %

New South Wales 134.9 148.2 6 669.0 6 817.2 28.7 2.2 9.9

Victoria 27.8 30.8 5 097.5 5 128.3 6.0 0.6 10.7

Queensland 125.9 146.4 3 945.1 4 091.5 28.3 3.6 16.3

South Australia 25.5 26.0 1 542.2 1 568.2 5.0 1.7 2.0

Western Australia 65.9 77.9 1 981.1 2 059.0 15.1 3.8 18.2

Tasmania 17.4 16.9 473.0 489.9 3.3 3.4 -2.8

Northern Territory 56.9 66.6 144.1 210.7 12.9 31.6 17.1

Australian Capital
Territory

3.9 4.0 330.2 334.2 0.8 1.2 3.4

Australia(b) 458.5 517.2 20 184.3 20 701.5 100.0 2.5 12.8

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population has reached 517,200 or 2.5% of the total
Australian population. These new figures which are preliminary estimates of the Indigenous
population as at 30th June 2006 were released by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS).
The Indigenous population has continued to grow for the past 20 years, reflecting relatively
high levels of fertility.
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Of Australia's Indigenous people, 90% identify as being of Aboriginal origin, 6% of Torres
Strait Islander origin and 4% as being of both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander origin.
Over 60% of the total Torres Strait Islander population lived in Queensland.
New South Wales (148,200) and Queensland (146,400) had the largest Indigenous
populations, followed by Western Australia (77,900) and the Northern Territory (66,600).
Indigenous people comprised 32% of the population of the Northern Territory.
According to the 2006 Census, there were large Indigenous populations in urban areas,
notably Sydney (census count 41,800), Brisbane (41,400) and Perth (21,300).

The areas with high proportions of Indigenous people were in remote Australia and included
the Torres Strait region in Queensland (83%), the Northern Territory regions of Apatula
(surrounding Alice Springs) (79%) and Jabiru (extending from Kakadu to the Tiwi Islands)
(77%). - ABS 2006

The Northern Territory Population - Indigenous and non Indigenous
210,700 – 31.6 % are Indigenous - 2006 census

“No child shall be removed except where the child is neglected or in need of medical care.”

Director of Native Affairs, Northern Territory - 1952

Lack of education excludes Aboriginal People from confidently and competently participating
in either their own culture or mainstream culture, or even the ability to choose when to
participate in either culture. A sound education for all aboriginal children, wherever they
live, is now crucial for all of us who live in the Northern Territory.

Little Children are Sacred Report 2007
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Northern Territory Indigenous Education Statistics

At August 2005 there were 16,232 Indigenous students enrolled in the NT, representing 39% of all
students.

Indigenous students comprised

• 43% of all preschool enrolments,
• 39% of all primary school enrolments and
• 35% of all secondary school enrolments.

During the five years to 2005 Indigenous student enrolments increased by 8% while non-Indigenous
enrolments declined by 4%. The greatest increase in Indigenous enrolments was recorded in
Palmerston-East Arm SSD (up 48%) followed by Darwin City SSD (up 26%). The greatest decline in
Indigenous student enrolments was recorded in Lower Top End SSD (down 28%), followed by the
Barkly and Central NT SSDs (both down 8%).

2006 - Total Numbers and Participation Rates of Indigenous Children in the NT

Pre School 3 - 4 yr olds 2,651 – 35.6 Participation Rate / 1,708 missing out

Primary School 5 - 11 yr olds 9,012 – 81.8 Participation Rate / 1,641 missing out

High School / VET 12 - 17 yr olds 7,151 – 42.3 Participation Rate / 4,125 missing out

Total School Aged Indigeous Children = 18,814 Total Missing out = 7,474

Source: Australian Education Union Report: N.T. - Education is the Key, Sept, 2007

“I think the government have to be realistic about some of the things they are putting forward in terms
of education, health and housing. If tomorrow every Aboriginal kid in the Northern Territory turns up
at school – you have probably heard this – there are not enough classrooms, there are not enough
desks, there are not enough chairs, and there is nowhere near the amount of teachers that are needed.
You have all these problems. So, to start quarantining people’s money up front and removing the
CDEP – your are going to put this log jam in place. We are not saying ‘Don’t do it’; we are saying that
it needs to be done properly”.

David Ross, Director, Central Land Council,
Verbal submission to Senate Inquirey
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MAP TESTING STATS
NT Indigenous
Primary Students 2001 2005
Reading
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

103
78
30

142
85
80

Numeracy
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

167
146
156

208
208
236

Reading
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

133
66
48

159
87
92

Numeracy
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

122
78
40

147
85
81

Reading
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

107
43
32

126
76
57

Numeracy
Benchmark

Provincial
Remote
Very Remote

93
34
11

108
44
22

Actual numbers of NT Indigenous students meeting the benchmark

Provincial = Darwin & Palmerston
Remote = Alice Springs, Katherine & Tennant Creek
Very Remote = Every other N.T. Community

Enrolments Northern Territory Schools
2008 2008 2009 2009

Geolocation Indigenous
Non-
Indigenous

Total Indigenous
Non-
Indigenous

Total

Provincial 3254 13430 16684 3307 13469 16776
Remote 2926 3542 6468 2949 3470 6419
Very remote 8356 1308 9664 8516 1307 9823
Total 14536 18280 32816 14772 18246 33018

Attendance Northern Territory Schools
2008 2008 2009 2009

Geolocation Indigenous
Non-
Indigenous

Total Indigenous
Non-
Indigenous

Total

Provincial 80.3% 91.1% 89.0% 79.7% 90.3% 88.2%
Remote 81.0% 92.1% 87.1% 79.3% 91.7% 86.0%
Very remote 62.3% 90.3% 66.1% 61.8% 88.2% 65.3%
Total 70.1% 91.2% 81.9% 69.3% 90.4% 81.0%

N.T. Department of Education Employment and Training
Indigenous Education Strategic Plan 2006 - 2009

During the three years to 2005, total course enrolments in the vocational education and training (VET)
sector in the NT increased by 37%, with Indigenous enrolments increasing slightly faster than non-
Indigenous enrolments (up 26% and 22% respectively).

There are currently 285 Indigenous higher education student students at Charles Darwin University and
4200 VET students. The majority of the VET students are enrolled in Certificate 1 & 2. October 2007

Grade 3

Grade 5

Grade 7
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INDIGENOUS FEATURE MOVIE TITLES:
(Some films may be available at some video stores)

Jedda (1954) Charles Chauvel's landmark film about a “westernised” Aboriginal woman
attempting to discover her own culture was the first Australian feature film to put Indigenous
people centre frame. N.T. Indigenous actors Robert Tudawali & Rose Kunoth - Monks

Walkabout (1971) Fifteen year old Northern Territory Indigenous actor David Gulpilil from
Ramingining, first major film role. The film was directed by Nicholas Roeg.

The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith (1978) Motivated by injustice and anger Jimmie (N.T.
Indigenous actor, Tommy Lewis) cries "I've declared war!" and embarks on a bloody revenge
campaign against privileged whites. Directed by Fred Schepisi and based on the Booker
Prize-nominated novel of the same name by Thomas Keneally

The Fringe Dwellers (1986) The late Justine Saunders sparkled as the naive mother in
Bruce Beresford's semi-comic adaptation of Nene Gare's novel about an aboriginal family
who move to the centre of town.

Blackfellas (1993) The notion of blaming white culture for black problems got a thorough
going over in this stirring, honest urban drama.

Yolngu Boy (2000) The story of three teenage N.T. Indigenous boys, Contemporary
Indigenous Issues, directed by Stephen Johnson.

Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002) Philip Noyce's popular historical drama spotlighted the well-
intentioned, tragically misguided policies of 1930s Australia.

The Tracker (2002) In rough bush country in 1922, an Aboriginal tracker (David Gulpilil)
leads three white men in the hunt for a black fugitive. Directed by Rolf de Heer.

Ten Canoes (2006) After the triumph of The Tracker director Rolf de Heer teamed up with
Peter Djigirr of North Western Arnhem Land for a journey back in time about tribal conflict,
lust and flatulence.

Australia (2008) Love it or loathe it, Baz Luhrmann's melodramatic spectacle did defy
tradition by proving Indigenous characters and issues were not box-office poison.

Samson and Delilah (2009) Contemporary Indigenous Social Issues, Alice Springs, N.T.
Indigenous writer/director Warwick Thornton.

Bran Nue Dae (2009) The latest film by Indigenous Australian filmmaker Rachel Perkins
(Radiance, One Night the Moon) is a road trip musical set in 1969. Staring Rocky McKenzie,
Jessica Mauboy, Erinie Dingo and Geoffrey Rush. Bran Nue Dae began as a collection of
songs written in the early 1980s by composer, musician and playwright Jimmy Chi and his
band Knuckles. Chi later used these songs to create the original stage musical Bran Nue Dae.

www.abc.net.au/programsales
ABC TV Program sales -Indigenous documentaries

http://www.caama.com.au/caama/
CAAMA Video & Music sales -Indigenous documentaries

www.filmaust.com.au
Film Australia -Indigenous documentaries
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Current Indigenous TV Programs:

NITV National Indigenous Television Service
NITV now on Foxtel and Austar on Channel 180

National Indigenous Television (NITV) is a new 24 hour television service established by Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders to improve the lives of our peoples. With the very best of Australian content
in our programs, we will inform, entertain and educate, preserve our languages, tell our stories and
showcase the rich diversity of our cultures and creative talent from all over Australia. NITV is focused
on locally produced content.

‘Message Stick’ ABC TV, Monday 6:00 pm & Sunday 1:30pm
Half hour weekly program dedicated to Australia wide Indigenous issues and current affairs

‘Living Black’ SBS TV, Monday 5:30pm
Half hour weekly program dedicated to Australian wide Indigenous issues and current affairs

*not continuous throughout the year

N.T. Indigenous Radio Stations:

TEABBA Radio 27 remote community frequencies
Top End Aboriginal Bush Broadcasting Association- Top End Region

BRACS (Broadcasting Remote Aboriginal Community Scheme)

CAAMA Radio -8KIN FM 102.9
Central Australian Aboriginal Media Association- Alice springs Region

Radio Larrakia -94.5 FM
Local Indigenous –Darwin & Rural

Yolngu Radio on 1530 AM Band
Yolngu Radio is now broadcasting on 1530 AM in Darwin and Palmerston. There are plans to expand

their coverage across the north-east Arnhem Land Region.

"There seems to be buried in every government policy of every major political party this basic idea of
preserving a mythical noble savage ideal of Indigenous Australia."

Warren Mundine - National President of the ALP 2006:
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Indigenous Documentaries

“A Fair Go” Winning the 1967 Referendum ABC TV 1999
Indigenous Australian Social History (All States & Territories)

53 minutes

“The Forgotten” 2003 Glen Stasiuk (All States & Territories)
This film tells the story of the Aboriginal soldiers who fought and died for Australia and the
honour they felt representing their nation despite facing various prejudices and not being
classed as full citizens of the country.

26 minutes

“First Australians” 2007
The Untold Story of Australia (All States & Territories)

Seven Part Series, SBS Television
7 hours

“Aeroplane Dance” Film Australia 1994
Indigenous social & cultural history, WW II story (Borroloola N.T.)

58 minutes

“Dhakiyarr Vs the King” Film Australia 2003
Indigenous social history (N.E. Arnhem Land)

55 minutes

“Nganakari Way” PY Media 2002
Indigenous health and cultural issues (Central Australia)

26 minutes

“Benny and The Dreamers” CAAMA Productions 1992
Indigenous history and cultural issues (Papunya N.T.)

53 minutes

“Mabo Life of an Island Man” Film Australia 1997
Indigenous history and cultural issues (Torres Strait QLD)

87 minutes.

“First Citizen - Albert Namatjira”
(One of the 'Changing Australia" series.) Sydney: Jupiter Films.

John Tristram, 1987 (Central Australia)
54 minutes

Namatjira, an Aboriginal man who painted in the western watercolour style, was the first
Aboriginal to be granted Australian citizenship - a mere 40 years ago. A revealing insight into
Australian attitudes, race relations, and a black artist in a white world.

Some of the Documetaries are available to purchase from the Australian National Film & Sound
Archives in Canberra & Sydney, and CAAMA in Alice Springs.

All the current information collated and sourced from government, non government agencies and
individual websites is those agencies & individuals’ responsibility to maintain and update.
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N.T. Indigenous Cultural and Visitor Centres:

Warradjan Aboriginal Cultural Centre, Yellow Waters, Kakadu National Park
www.deh.gov.au/parks/kakadu

Bowali Visitor Centre, Parks HQ Kakadu National Park
www.deh.gov.au/parks/kakadu

Uluru Cultural Centre -Uluru-Katatjuta National Park
www.deh.gov.au/parks/uluru

Anangu Tours, Tourist Information Centre – Yulara, Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park
www.anangutours.com.au

Aboriginal Australian Arts & Cultural Tours – Northern Territory
www.aboriginalaustralia.com.au

Nyinkka Nyunyu, Cultural Centre -Tennant Creek
www.nyinkkanyunyu.com.au

Museums and Art Gallery of the N.T., Bullocky Point, Darwin
http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/

Alice Springs Cultural Precinct
http://www.nt.gov.au/nreta/museums/ascp/index.html

Coomalie Cultural Centre – Batchelor
http://www.coomalie.nt.gov.au/council/content/view/full/52?

N.T. Indigenous Annual Sports, Art & Cultural Festivals:

Tiwi Islands Football Grand Final, Nguiu - Bathurst Island March
Papunya Sports Festival - Central Australia June
Merreppen Arts Festival, Nauiyu Nambiyu, - Daly River June
Barunga Sports and Cultural Festival – Barunga, Katherine Region June
Walking with Spirits, Wugularr – Beswick, Katherine Region July
NAIDOC week, all major centres in the Northern Territory July
Garma Cultural Festival, Garma Festival of Traditional Culture - Nhulunbuy August
Gunbalunya Sports and Cultural Festival - Kunbarllanjnja August
Gurindji Freedom Day, www.freedomday.info - Dagaragu August
Telstra National Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Art Awards, - Darwin August
N.T. Indigenous Music Festival - Darwin August
Mahbilil Festival, - Jabiru September
Ramingining Festival, Bak’bididi Festival. - N.E. Arhem Land October

“Understand that it has been a long journey for these old people. What they ask is your respect. I ask
all the members of this house: what have you done this week to talk to them, ask them what troubles
them? Are they so insignificant? I say to my countrymen of all the four clans: I support you. I
understand and I respect your right to be heard.”

Malrndirri McCarthy MLA Arnhem, 15th October 2006,
The McArthur River Mine expansion.


